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14 MOSBY'S RA!'GeRS. . 
walked out through the town and saw them coming In 

from various directions, I I 
Soon I beheld Mosby himself. From the accounts which 

I had heard and read of him, I expected to see a man 
such as novelists picture when describing some terrible 
brigand chief./ I was therefore somewhat surprised when 
one of my companions pointed to a rather slender, but 

CAPTAIN JOHN S. MOSBY. 

From a Photograph taken in Richmond, Va., in January, ,863, when 
still'tlDg on his Partiun career. He wore this uniform the night 

he captured General Stoughton, March 8, ,863, 

wiry looking young man of medium height, with light 
hair, keen eyes and pleasant expression, who was restlessly 
walking up and down the street, and said: 

" There is Mosby." 
~--------------------------~~--

1 My companions were: John H. Barnes, Frank Fox, Philip Lee, Thomas 
Lee, Charles Ratcliffe and Albert Wrenn. 
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MUSBY'S RANGERS. IS 

I could scarcely believe that the slight frame before 
me could be that of the man who had won such military 
fame by his daring. 

John Singleton Mosby was born at Edgemont, Powhatan 
County, Virginia, December 6, 1833. His father was Alfred 
D. Mosby, of Amherst County, and his mother, Virginia 1., 
daughter of Rev. Mr. McLaurin, an Episcopal minister. He 
graduated at the University of Virginia, and began the study 
of law. After completing his studies he settled in Bristol, a 
small town on the boundary line of Virginia and Tennessee, 
where he successfully practiced his profession. He married 
Miss Pauline Clarke, daughter of Hon. Beverly J. Clarke, 
of Kentucky, formerly United 
States Minister to Central Amer
ica, and at one time a Member of 
Congress. 

At the commencement of the 
war Mosby was engaged in the 
practice of law. He entered the 
army as a private in a cavalry 
company, the \Vashington ~Iount
ed Rifles, commanded by Capt. 
William E. Jones (afterwards 
General Jones). This company 
was incorporated in the First 
Regiment Virginia Cavalry, 
Captain J ~mes being promoted GENERAL WM. E. JONES. C. S. A. 

to the command, and Mosby From a War-time photograph. 

was appointed Adjutant of the 
regiment. By the reorganization of the regiment Colonel 
J ones was thrown out, and consequently his adjutant relieved 
of duty. Mosby was then chosen by Gen. J. E. B. Stuart 
as an independent scout. 

He was the first to make the circuit of the Federal Army 
while in front of Richmond, thereby enabling General Stuart 
to make his celebrated raid around the entire army of 
General McClellan, on which occasion Mosby went as 
guide. 

Feeling that there was a wide field for the successful 
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16 MOSBY'S RANGERS. 

career as a partisan which he had mapped out for himself, 
Mosby urged General Stuart to give him a small detail of 
men with which to operate until he could enlist a command. 
While he met with a refusal of this request, he was given a 
letter recommending him to General Jackson, then in the 
vicinity of Gordonsville. 

It happened that Gen. Rufus King, who was in command 
of the Federal forces at Fredericksburg at this time, was 
ordered by General Pope to send out a raiding party for 
the purpose of destroying as much as possible the Virginia 
Central Railroad, and so interrupt communication between 
Richmond and the Valley. ~losby encountered this party 
near Beaver Dam, was captured by the Second New York 
Cavalry ... Harris Light," Col. J. Mansfield Davies, and sent 
as a prisoner to Washington. 

After his release from the Old Capitol, and while on the 
prison transport awaiting exchange, Mosby saw the trans-

OLD CAPITOL PRISON AT WASHINGTON. 
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18 MOSBY'S RANGERS. 

At first a few men from the First Regiment Virginia 
Cavalry' were detailed t6 act with Mosby, but he soon suc
ceeded in obtaining a sufficient number of volunteers, and 
the detailed men were then, with a few exceptions, sent back 
to their commands. 

"Mosby's Men," when not on duty, were mostly scattered 
through the counties of Loudoun and Fauquier3 • There 

- .., were few indeed, even 
among the poorest mount
aineers, who would refuse 
shelter and food to Mosby's 
Rangers. 

Having no camps. they 
made their homes at the 
farm houses, especially those 
along the Blue Ridge and 
Bull Run Mountains. Cer
tain places would be desig
nated at which to meet. but 
if no time or place had been 
named at a former meeting, 
or if necessary to have the 
command together before a 
time appointed, couriers 
were despatched through 
the country and the men 
thus notified. LIEUT.-COL. ELIJAH V. WHITE. 

35th Battalion Virginia Cavalry. 
"White', Battalion." Scouts were out at all 

times in Fairfax, or along the Potomac. or in the Shenandoah 
I Mosby's first detail was composed of IS men from the First Virginia 

Cavalry: Fountain Beattie. Charles Buchanan, -- Gaul. WilliGm L. Hunter, 
Edward Hurst, Jasper Jones, William Jones. -- Keys, -- Morgan, -
Seibert, George M. Slater, Daniel L. Thomas, Thomas Turner, Charles Wheat
ley and John Wild. 

a Loudoun ComIty was originally a portion of Fairfax, and was named in 
honor of the Earl of Loudoun. Commander of the Military Affairs in America 
during the latter part of the French and Indian war. The middle of the 
county, southwest of Waterford and west of Leesburg. was settled mostly by 
emigrants from the Middle States. many of them being Friends or Quakers, and 
that section was generally spoken of as the •. Quaker Settlement." That part 
northwest of Waterford was originally settled by Germans. 

Ffluqui~r Ctnlnt)' "as formed in 1759 from Prince William. and todk its n.me 
{rom Francis Fauquier. Governor of Virginia from 1758 to 1767. 
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20 MOSBY'S RANGERS. 

'\ . 

. <' Carpet Knights" or ,. Feather-bed Soldiers "-but when 
a sacrifice was required, the "Carpet Knights" shed their 
blood and gave up their lives as freely as did the Knights of 
old in the palmiest days of chivalry.' 

IlRlli.·GEN. THOMAS L. ROSSER, C. S. A. 

• The attention of the Con
federate authorities was fi· 
nally called to this matter. 

General Thomas L. Rosser, 
writing to General Lee regard
ing the efficiency and useful
ness of the Partisan Rangers, 
January II, 1864, says: .. The 
effect on the service is bad 
and should be corrected, be· 
cause: 

.. First. It keeps men out 
of the service whose bayonet 
or sabre should be counted on 
the field of battle w hen the 
life or death of our country 
is the issue . 

.. Second. They cause great 
dissatisfaction in the ranks 
from the fact that these irreg· 
ular troops are allowed so 
much latitude, so many privi
leges. They sleep in houses 
and tum out in the cold only 
when it is announced by their 
chief that they are to go upon 
a plundering expedition. 

"Third. It renders other 
troops dissatisfied; hence encourages desertion." 

General Rosser suggested as a remedy" placing all men on the same footing 
who are of the same rank. If it is necessary for troops to operate within the 
lines of the enemy, then require the commanding officer to keep them in an 
organized condition, to rendezvous within our lines, and move upon the 
enemy when opportunity is offered." 

With all due respect to General Rosser, it is a certainty that had his remedy 
been applied to .. Mosby's Men" it would have accomplished, in an incredibly 
short space of time, what the Federals, with all the resources at their command, 
after the most persistent efforts failed to accomplish-the destruction of Mosby's 
command. As Mosby expressed it : 

.. My men had no camps. If they had gone into camp they would soon have 
all been captured. They would scatter for safety and gather at my cail like 
the Children of the Mist." 

General Rosser's letter was forwarded with the following indorsement by 
General Stuart: 

" :\fajor Mosby's command is the only efficient hand of rangers I know of, 
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22 MOSBY'S RANGERS. 

, I 
..... bushwhackers,"5 "freebooters," and the like, I will only \ 

say that Mosby's command was regularly organized and \ 
mustered into the Confederate service on the same footing 
with other troops, except that being organized under the 

1 .. TOBE" FARR, Co, B. 
From photograph taken ooon after the War. 

Partizan Ranger Law, an 
act passed by the Confeder
ate Congress, they were al
lowed the benefit of the law 
applying to Maritime prizes. 
All cattle and mules were 
turned over to the Confeder
ate Government, but horses { 
captured were distributed '. 
among the men making the ; 
capture. When it is borne I 
in mind that the men had to, 
arm, equip and support them-;' 
selves, this did not leave a 
very heavy surplus, as we rei 
ceived but little aid from the 
government. The" Green-' 
back Raid" was the only 
one that brought in any great 

I In the Official Records of the War, published by order of Congress, Vol. I 

XLIII, Part I, page 929, will be found this orderfrom John S. Schultze, Major 
and Assistant Adjutant-General to Capt. Samuel Walker, dated Chambersburg, 
Pa., August 26, 1864: 

"The commanding general requests that you get your company together, 
and with axes and rifles proceed to defend the roads through the gap between 
Fannettsburg and Burnt Cabins. • • , Have the roads above mentioned 
made inaccessible by felling trees and other obstructions, and thus d~/md tlu 
sallle by bushwaddng, etc. 

Also, the following: 
"CIRCULAR.] HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SUSQUEHANNA, 

.. Pillsburg, Pa., Atlgust4, 1864 . 
•• To tlu Pu>f/~ of the S,mtlurn Tier (OJ Countiu oj' Pennsylvania: 

.. Your situation is such that a raid by the enemy is not impossible at any 
time during the summer and coming faIl. I therefore caIl upon you to put 
your rifles and shotguns in good order, also supplying yourselves with plenty 
of ammunition. Your corn-fields, mountains, forests, thickets, buildings, &c., 
furnish favorable places for cover, and at the same time enable you to kill the 
marauders, recollecting if they come it is to plunder, destroy and burn your 
property. .. D. N. COUCH, 

",lIajor-Gaural Commanding Department." 
Was bushwhacking legitimate warfare in Pennsylvania and not in Virginia? 

or is it a case where the old darkey's logic applies: .. It makes a big diffren!l' 
whose hogs are in de co'nfield and whose co'n dey are eatin'?" 
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LIEUT. JOSEPH H. NELSON. 
CO. A. 

From a pbot ..... pb. 

LIEUT. FRANKLIN WILLIAMS. 
CO. B. 

From n pbotoK,.pb taken two days after tbe 
tall of Richmond. 

LIEUT. GEO. H. WHITESCARVER, 
CO.A. 

Killed at Seneca, Md., June rotb, r86). Re· 
produced from an old pbotograph. 

CAPT. WALTER E. FRANKLAND. 
CO F. 

From a photograph taken in Winchester, Va., 
in April. 186~. when arranging with Gen· 
eral Hancock for a 'us pension of hostilities 
until we could communicate whh the 
Confederate authorities... 

MOSBY'S .. FIRST .·OUR." 
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MOSBY'S RANGERS. 35 

The men thought we were simply going down to make 
an attack on a picket post. It was late in the afternoon 
when we left Aldie. There was a melting snow on the 
ground with a drizzling rain. All this favored my plan. 
The darkness concealed us, and the horses treading on the 
soft snow made very little noise. We started down the 
Little River turnpike which runs by Fairfax Court House 
to Alexandria. From Fairfax Court House another turn
pike runs easterly by Centreville, seven miles distant to 
Warrenton. At Centreville there was a brigade of infantry 
with artillery and cavalry. This was the extreme out· post. 
From Centreville there was a chain of outposts extending in 
one direction, by Fryingpan. to the Potomac; and to 
Union Mills and Fairfax Station in the other. Near the 
junction of the two turnpikes, a mile east of Fairfax Court 
House, there was a brigade of cavalry in camp; the rail
road from Union Mills to Alexandria was strongly guarded. 

MAP OF THE VICINITY OF FAIRFAX COURT HOUSE. 
Taken from aD old War Map. 
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;.\IUSBY·S J{AI\'GEJ{S. 37 

Proceeding a short distance on the pIke to\{ards the court 
house. we turned off to the right, flanked the corps directly 
in front of us, and came into the town unmolested at two 
o'clock in the morning. It had been my intention to get 
there about midnight, but our column ~ot broken in two at 
one time in the darkness; the rear portion remained stand
ing still for some time, thinking the whole column had 
halted. We had gone a considerable distance before it was 
discovered. So I had to turn back in search of the missing. 
The rear, after standing still some time, moved on, but could 
not find our trail. They 
were on the point of r _. 

going back when by ac
cident we came upon 
them wandering in the 
dark • like I ris in search. 
e£ the lo~t Osiris. This 
involved considerable 
delay. With the excep
tion of a few drowsy 
sentinels all the troops in 
the town were asleep. 
Nothing of the kind had 
ever been at t em pted 
before during the war, 
and no preparations had 
been made to ~uard 
against it. It IS only 
p r act i cab I e to guard 
against what is probable, 
and in war, as everything 
else, a great deal must 
be left to chance. Once 
inside the enemy's lines SAMUEL WAGGAMAN. CO. A. 

eve r y t h i n g we dis- From a phototrraph taken in 1888. 

covered as easy as falling 
off a log. There was not the slightest show of resistance. 
As the night was pitch dark it was impossible to tell from 
our appearance to which side we belonged, although all of 
us were dressed In Confederate gray. 

The names of all the cavalry regiments stationed there 
were familiar to US; so whenever a sentinel halted us 
the answer was: .. Fifth New York Cavalry," and it 
was all right. Of course we took the sentinel with 
us. All of my men except Hunter and Ames were as 
much surprised as the enemies were \vhen they found them-
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selves in a town filled with Union troops and stores. As I 
had never led them into a place from which I was not 
able to take them out, there was not a faint heart among 
them. All seemed to have a blil)d confidence in my destiny. 
Hunter was at the time a sergeant in the company to which 
he belonged. I explained the situation to him as we were' 
riding along, as I 10Dked to him more than to any of the men 
to aid me in accomplishing my design. He showed great 
coolness and courage, and fully merited the promotion he 
soon afterwards received. He IS now a citizen of Catifon»a" 

I had only twenty-nine men-we were surrounded by hos
tile thousands. Ames,\who also knew to what point he was 
piloting us, rode by_ ~ side. Without being able to give 

. any satisfactory reason 
for it, 1 felt an instinc
tive trust in his fidel
ity, which he never 
betrayed. When we 
reached the court
house square, which 
was appointed as a 
rendezvous, the men 
were d eta i led i n 
squads; some were 
sent to the stables to 
collect the fine horses 
that I knew were there, 
others to the different 
headquarters, w her e 
the officers were quar
tered. We were more 
anxious to ca pt u r e 
Wyndham than any 
other. 

There was a hospital 
on the main street in 
a builcling which had 
been a hotel. In front 

COL. PF.RCY WYNDHAM. U. S. A. of it a sen try was 
From a War-time photograph. wa I kin g. The first 

thing I did was to send 
Ames and Frankland to relieve him from duty and to pre
vent any of the occupants from giving the alarm. Ames 
whispered gently into his ear to keep quiet-that he was a 
prisoner. A six-shooter has great persuasive powers. I 
went directly with the larger portion of the command to the 
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MOSBY'S RANGER~. 39 

house of a citizen named :\lurray, which I had been told was 
Wyndham's headquarters. This was not so. He told us 
that they were at Judge Thomas'house, which we had passed 
in the other end of the town. So we quickly returned to 
he court-hou Ames was s . arty to 

Wyndham's . Two of h e found 
here asleep, d we were tch had 
own - Wynd one down t on that 
vening by th 1\1 y men inde elves to 
orne extent f appropriati ardrobe 

and several splendid horses that they found m the stables. 
The irony of fortune made Ames the captor of his own 

captain. He was Captain Barker, Fifth New York Cavalry, 
detailed as Assistant Adjutant General. Ames treated his 
former commander with the greatest civility, and seemed to 
feel his great pride in introducing him to me. Joe Nelson 
aw a tent in h d; he went i he tele-
raph operat sleeping ther already 
ut the wires me mto the t nt com-
unication w Ie. Joe had soldier 
ho told hil as one of th General 
toughton's h q This was th d not go 

with Ames after Wyndham. I took five or six men with me 
to go after Stoughton. I remember the names of Joe Nel
son, Hunter, Whitescarver, \Velt Hatcher and Frank Wil
liams. Stoughton was occupying a brick house on the 
outskirts of the village belonging to Dr. Gunnell. 

When we reached it all dismounted and I gave a loud 
nock on the A head bobbe n upper 
indow and 0 was there er was, 
Fifth New y with a d General 

'tough ton. .. ere soon h g down 
tairs and the . A man st me with 
othing on bu d drawers. y seized 

hold of his shirt-eollar, and whispered in his ear who I was, 
and ordered him to lead me to the general's room. He was 
Lieutenant Prentiss of the staff. '\Ve went straight up stairs 
where Stoughton was, leaving 'Velt Hatcher and George 
Whitescarver behind to guara the horses. When a light 
was struck we saw 1 ing on the bed before us the man of 

ar. He was ep sleep, and e dream-
ng in all the f ity of the Tu ht when 
Marco Bozzar band burst 0 rom the 
orest shades: 

.. I 
T p 

h court and cam 
conqueror. 



40 ~IOSBY'S RA~GERS. 

There were signs in the room of having been revelry in 
the house that night. Some uncorked champagne bottle~ 
furnished an explanation of the general" s deep sleep. He 
had been entertaining a number of ladies from 'Vashington 
in a style becoming a commanding general. The revelers 
had retired to rest just before our arrival with no suspicion 
of the danger that was hovering over them. The ladies had 
gone to spend the night at a citizen's house; loud and long 
I have been told were the lamentations next morning when 
they heard of the mishap that had befallen the gallant young 
general. He had been caught asleep, ingloriously in bed, 

and spirited off without evetl 
bidding them good bye. As 
the general was not awakened 
by the noise we made in enter. 
ing the room, I walked up to 
his bed and pulled off the 
covering. But even this did 
not arouse him. He was 
turned over on his side snor
ing like one of the seven 
sleepers. With such environ
ments I could not afford to 
await his convenience or to 
stand on ceremony. So I Just 
pulled up his shirt and gave 
him a spank. Its effect was 
electric. The brigadier rose 
from his pillow and in an 
authoritative tone inquired the 
meaning of this rude mtrusion, 

BRIG.-GEN. EDWIN H. STOUGHTON, He had not realized that we 
u. S. A. were not some of his staff. 1 

From a photograph. leaned over and said to him: 
"General, did lOU ever hear 

of Mosby?" "Yes," he quickly answere , "have you 
caught hIm?" "No," I said, .. I am Mosby-he has caught 
you." In order to deprive him of all nope I told him 
that Stuart's Cavalry held the town and that General Jackson 
was at Centreville. 

With a look of agony and despair he asked if Fitz Lee was 
there. I told him " Yes." "Then," he said, .. take me to 
him-we were classmates at West Point." "Certainly," I 
said, "but I am in a hurry-dress quick." He had the repu
tation of being a gallant soldier, but a fop, and dressed as 
careiully before a looking-glass as Sardanapalus did when he 
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42 MOSBY'S RANGERS. 

before his wife next morning, as naked as when he was born 
and smelling a great deal worse, it is reported that she re
fused to embrace him before he had taken a bath. After he 
had been scrubbed down with a horse-brush and curry-comb 
he started in pursuit of us, but went in the opposite direc
tion from whIch we had gone. I started with my prisoners 
and booty towards Fairfax Station just to deceive the enemy 
as to the route we were going to retreat. After going back 
half a mile we wheeled around at right angles, and made for 
the pike that leads from the court-house to Centreville. 
Our safety depended on getting beyond the lines before 

daylight. We struck the 
pike about half way between 
Centreville and the court
house. S t 0 ugh ton re
marked to me as we were 
riding along: "Captain, 
you have done a bold thing. 
but you are sure to be 
caught." He was certain 
every moment of hearing 
the hoof-strokes of his 
cavalry coming in hot pur
suit. The fact was that 
everybody at the court-

FAIRFAX COURT HOUSE. house seemed to have lost 
his head; no one seemed to 

have the presence of mind to trv to rally the troops to the 
defense of the place. We had spent an hour there, raiding 
all the stables and headquarters and came away loaded 
down with prisoners and spoils without even firing a shot or 
having one fired at us. I knew though that they would col
lect their senses after they found out we were gone and 
would come after us. After reaching the Centreville pike 
the principal danger was in front. Although we were 
rapidly getting away from the danger behind us we were 
still approaching another, and had to pass by Centreville 
before we would be ·safe. Before going out on the pike I 
halted the column and told Hunter to close it up. Some of my 
men were riding in the rear and some on the flank to keep 
the prisoners from running away. It was so dark 
however that we lost a considerable number. I rode out 
some distance in advance to reconnoitre along- the road. 
Wyndham's cavalry corps were then a mile behlOd us. No 
sound disturbed the deep stillness of the night. No hostile 
form was there to intercept us. I called to Hunter to come on. 
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on the heights around Centreville, he lost all hope of being 
recaptured. He was young, a professional soldIer and am
bitious; having been captured 10 a way that would subject 
him to ridicule, his pride was deeply touched. It is reported 
that Mr. Lincoln, '" hen he heard of It, remarked with cynical 
humor that he dIdn't care so much about the general, as he "7 
could make another in five minutes, but that he hated to lose 
the horses. Stoughton's mortification deeply excited my 
sympathy. When he cast a despairing- look at the Union 
camp behind him it recalled to my m10d the pathetic story 
of Boabdil when he turned to look back on the towers of 
Granada and breathed" The last sigh of the Moor." At 
\Varrenton men, women and children came out to give us 
an ovation. I was as proud of it as a Roman general when 
the Senate had decreed him a triumph. Stoughton had been 
there before. At \Vest Point he had been a classmate of a 
young man named Beckham, whose home was there, and he 
had spent a vacation with him. 
We stopped at his house a 
short time, and he was kindly 
received by the family. Early 
the next morning I reached 
Culpeper Court House with 
my captures: one general, two 
captains, thirty privates and 
fifty-eight horses. I remember 
Fitz Lee's look of surprise 
when I introduced his old 
classmate to him. During the 
day Stuart arrived from Frede
ricksburg. He came to attend 
a court-martial. I met him at 
the train and shall never for
get the delight with which he 
heard my story. Only two 
months before we had parted 
at his tent ",hen I started off 
to seek for adventures. He HENRY N. BRAWNER, co. A. 

announced in flattering terms From a photograph. 

in a general order my exploit 
to the cavalry. Praise from Stuart was all the reward I 
wanted. Stoughton's reputation as a soldier was blasted; 
he was soon exchanged, but never returned to the army. 
\Vyndham was relieved; his successor had no more 
success in suppressing my depredations than \Vyndham, 
and soon had to relinquish his command. Colonel John-
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While scouting in Fairfax with John Underwood to ascer
tain the position and strength of the Federal forces, Mosby 
determined to attempt the surprise of outposts at Chantilly 
and Frying Pan-there being about 100 cavalry at each of 
these places. 

Starting from Rector's X Roads on the 23d of Man.:h, 
J 863, he proceeded down the turnpike until within about six 

miles of Chantilly, when he left 
the road, though still keeping the 
same direction. Coming out from 
a piece of woods within a mile of 
the Chantilly mansion, he moved 
towards the picket posted on a 
little run on the Little River Turn 
pike. Seeing the vedettes, some 
of our men left the ranks and 
dashed off in pursuit. They sud
denly came upon a picket of 10 

men which had been thrown out 
on the turnpike. One was killed 
and 5 or 6 surrendered and were 

LAFAYETTE BROWNING, CO. B. taken back to Mosby. 
From a photograph. The alarm being given, the re-

serves were called out, and Mosby finding the force quite a 
large one, fell back up the turnpike, the Federals fol
lowing. 

Halting at a place where there was a barricade of fallen 
trees, Mosby formed his men behind this obstruction and 
awaited their coming. On they came, but in the pursuit 
they were strung out along the road, and on receiving 

rear of the post, capturing the vedette stationed out on the road before he was 
able to give the alarm. Every effort was made by me on receipt of the intelli
gence to capture the party, but without avail. Had Second Lieut. Edwin H. 
Higley, Company K, First Vermont Cavalry, who had started with the relief 
for the post, consisting of 40 men, together with 10 of the old guard who joined 
him, performed his duty, the whole party could and would have been taken. I 
cannot too strongly urge that orders may be given that all citizens near out
posts must remove beyond the lines. Such occurrences are exceedingly dis
creditable. but sometimes unavoidable, not only calculated to embolden the 
enemy but dispirit the men. 
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In Colonel Mosby's "Reminiscences" he relates an inci
dent which our artist has shown in the picture of the 
" Miskel Fight" : 

"There was with me that day a young artillery officer
Samuel F. Chapman-who at the first call of his State to 
arms had quit the study of divinity and 
became, like Stonewall Jackson, a sort . 
of military Calvin, singing the psalms 
of David as he went into battle. I 
must confess that his character as a 
soldier was more on the model of the 
Hebrew prophets than the apostles or 
the Baptist in whom he was so devout 
a believer. Before he got to the gate 
Sam had already exha usted every barrel 
of his two pistols and drawn his sabre. 
As the fiel y Covenanter rode on his 
predestined course the enemy's ranks 
withered wherever he went. He was 
just in front of me-he was generally CAPT. HENRY C. FLINT, 
in front of everybody in a fight-at the 
gate. It was no fault of the Union 
cavalry that they did not get through 
any faster than they did, but Sam 
seemed to think that it was. Even at 

First Vermont Cavalry. 
From a photogra"h taken duo 

ring the War. 
Killed at Miskel', (Broad Run) 

April I, 1863. 

that supreme moment in my life, when I had just stood on the 
brink of ruin and had barely escaped, I could not restrain 
a propensity to laugh. Sam, to give more vigor to his 
Johnstone and Major Taggart. I will forward the written report as soon as it is 
received, and shall take all possible means to ascertain the true state of the case. 

It appears that on the evening of the 31st ultimo, Major Taggart, at Union 
Church, two miles above Peach Grove, received information that Mosby, with 
about 65 men, was near Dranesville. He immediately despatched Capt. Flint, 
with ISO men of the First Vermont, to rout or capture Mosby and his force. 

Captain Flint followed the Leesburg and Alexandria road to the road which 
branches off to the right just this side of Broad Run. Turning to the right 
they followed up the Broad Run toward the Potomac to the place marked 
"J. Mesed." Here at a house they came onto Mosby, who was completely 
surprised and wholly unprepared for an attack from our forces. Had a proper 
disposition been made of our troops, Mosby could not, by any possible means, 
have escaped. It seems that around this house was a high board fence and 
ordinary farm gate. Captain Fiint took his men through the gate, and at a 
distance from the house fired a volley at Mosby and his men, who were as
sembled about the house, doing but slight damage to them. He then ordered 
a sabre charge, which was also ineffectual, on account of the fence which inter
vened. Mosby waited until the men were checked by the fence, and then 
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They took but little notice of "Mosby's Men" at first, 
mistaking them for a party of their own men who had been 
sent out on a scout, but they were soon undeceived when 
Mosby ordered a charge. Many of those scattered around 
surrendered immediately, but about one hundred took 
refuge in the largest building and prepared to defend them
selves. Then the fight commenced in earnest. Those in
side poured out a galling 
fire on their assailants. 
while "Mosby's Men" 
rode up to the windows 
and dis c h a r g e d their 
weapons at those within. 

i ~ . 
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. , . . 
'. ' . II ,.' . • I ' . . _, .' t' .. ~ -' . . ". . 
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After the fight had gone 
on in this manner for 
about half an hour, and 
the Federals still refused 
to surrender, Mosby or
dered Alfred Glasscock 
to set fire to a pile of hay 
near by and burn the 
house. In the meantime 
Samuel Chapman, John 
De Butts, Harry Sweet
ing and a few others, dis
mounted, burst in the 
door and entering the 
building opened fire on 
those inside, at the same 
time demanding their sur- MAJOR-GENERAL JULIUS STAHEL, U. S. A. 

From a War·time photograph. 
render. The officer up-
stairs, deeming it useless to resist further, hung out a white 
flag. 

Gathering up the prisoners, horses, and captured spoils, 
the Rangers were preparing to retire, when tIfe First Ver
mont and Fifth New York Cavalry, attracted by the firing, 
came up from near Cedar Run Bridge, where they had 
been bivouacked, and fiercely attacked Mosby. His men 
now being thoroughly disorganized, were forced to retreat. 
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Persons misled by a false alarm, or some even in a spirit 
of mischief, would at times send out the warning cry of 
"The Yankees are coming!" when there were no grounds 
for such reports. On these occasions. however, there would 

be the same activity dis
pIa) ed and the same 
confusion existing as in 
cases of real danger. 

On the 6th of May, 
[863, Major Mosby Ed
win Rowzee and my elf 
were at the house of l\f r. 
George S. Ayre, near 

A FEDERAL RAIDING PARTY. Upperville. Dinner was 
just over and we remained sitting around when our host 
came into the room and said, " Major, the Yankees are com
ing! ., Mosby picked up his hat and pistols, mounted his 
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Boyd and Wyckoff, who rode a little in advance with orders 
that in the event of their meeting .. Mosby's Men," a 
trooper was to gallop back and notify the infantry, who 
were to conceal themselves; the cavalry, after skirmishing, 
were to retreat and draw Mosby into the ambuscade. 

Leaving a small force· as guard at the Ferry, they 
marched through Snicker's Gap. Near Blakeley's Grove, 
between Bloomfield and Upper-
ville, the cavalry were charged 
by 15 of .. Mosby's Men," and 
running back to the infantry 
were received by . a volley of 
musketry. The infantry were 
so exciled they did not wait 
for the Confederates to come 
up, but fired on their own men. 

Only one of " Mosby's Men .. 
(Robert Gray) was slightly 
wounded, for discovering the 
.. trap" in time, they wheeled 
their horses and were soon out 
of range. 

The Federals made but a 
short stay in Upperville, and 
returning to the scene of the 

F. F. BOWEN, CO. B. 

From a photograph taken in t~. 

recent conflict, gathered up their wounded and recrossed 
the river. 

The Orange and Alexandria Railroad was at this time 
closely guarded, the army on the Rappahannock receiving 
all its supplies from Washington by that route. Pickets 
were stationed at all the principal bridges and exposed 
places, patrols were sent from post to post, and each train 
was in charge of a guard. Yet in spite of all this vigilance 
Mosby never lost sight of the purpose for which he was de. 
tailed, and neglected no opportunity to harass and annoy 
the enemy. 

On Friday, May 29th, there was a meeting of the com. 
mand at Patterson's. A small howitzer which General 
Stuart had sent Mosby at his request, was brought out, and 
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the men selected for this branch of the service were put 
through a drill by Lieut. Samuel F. Chapman, who had been 
an officer in the Dixie Battery. Mosby then proceeded to 
Greenwich, where a halt was made for supper, after which 
he moved a few miles further on and camped for the night. 

Early on the morning of the 30th a hurried march was 
made in the direction of the railroad, coming out at a point 
near Catlett's Station. After cutting the telegraph wire, a 
rail was unfastened and a wire attached to it, extended some 
distance from the road where the patrols would not observe 
it, while a man concealed behind a tree stood ready to draw 

CATLETT'S STATION. 

the rail out of place as soon as the engine approached, throw
ing it off the track. 

Soon the train came steaming along, but it halted sud
denly on reaching the treacherous rail. The little howitzer 
had been placed in position by Lieutenant Chapman and a 
shot was fired into the engine, while a charge was made 
upon the infantry guarding the train. The guard fired a 
voi.ley, and then, jumping from the cars, fled to the woods, 
leaving the train of eleven cars heavily loaded with supplies 
in possession of the Rangers, who took such articles as they 
fancied and then set fire to the train. 

As there were cavalry camps within a mile on either side, 
the Rangers knew they could spend but little time in plun-
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dering, yet when mounted to return they were well laden 
with spoil, some with boxes of oranges or lemons, others 
with sides of leather, or mail bags, or boxes of dainties, 
hastily picked up, either· by chance or from choice. 

Colonel Mann, of the Seventh Michigan Cavalry, who was 
in command of that portion of Stahel's Cavalry at Bristoe, 
hearing the firing, started the Fifth New York, under Cap
tain Hasbrouck, across the country to intercept Mosby, 
while he followed the railroad towards the burning train, 
with the First Vermont and Seventh Michigan Cavalry. 

Mosby had marched but a few miles when he observed 
the Fifth New York Cavalry in his front. 
Chapman sent a shell into their rinks which 
checked their advance, and the command 
was again started. Thus the pursuit was 
continued for some time, until Mosby, 
finding his pursuers increasing in numbers 
(Colonel Mann, with the Seventh Michigan, 
and Colonel Preston, with the First Ver
mont. having come up). determined to 
make a stand and sell his gun dearly. 

Chapman took up a position near Grape

JOHN H. CORE, 
CO. D. 

From a phot ...... ph. 

wood Farm, about two miles from Greenwich, at the head 
of a short, narrow lane, with a high fence on either side. 
The Federals coming up. charged in column of fours. and 
at a little over fifty yards received a fire of grape which 
killed 3 and wounded 7. ~Iosby now made a dashing 
charge, which drove the enemy in confusion. Twice they 
rallied and each time were driven back. Our men fought 
bravely. but the odds were too great. At last when the 
ammunition was exhausted, the gun had to be abandoned. 
but only after a desperate hand-to-hand fight. 

The Federals admitted a loss of 4 killed and 15 wounded. 
After the fight they made no attempt to pursue us. 8 

• May SO, 186S.-Ski,.",ish near Gr~mwic", Va. 

General STAHEL to TAYLOR: 
Fair/ax C. H., June S, 1863. 

I am just in receipt of an official report from Colonel Mann, of the recent 
engagement near Greenwich. He informs me that at 9 a. m. on the 30th ult . 
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George Turberville made his appearance with a bunch of 
fresh fish, which he had brought from the captured train and 
carried safely through the desperate fight. 

Our horses were completely blown when we had overtaken the enemy, so 
rapid had been our pursuit, and after thoroughly scattering them to all points, 
in that thick country I found it impossible to follow up with the hope of catch
ing them. Lieutenant Barker has two grape shot through thigh, but is quite 
comfortable. He crossed sabres with them and fought desperately after this 
wound. 
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After routing the Federals, Mosby returned to Seneca, 
destroyed the camp, and recrossed the river, bringing off 17 
prisoners, 23 horses and 5 mules. 

The Sixth Michigan lost 4 killed and a number wounded. 1 

CAPT. JAMES W. FOSTER, CO. A. 
Familiarly known as Captain U WILLIE" FOSTER. 

From a photograph:taken after the war. 

I Ht'/,"'" 0/ Major John S. Mos~, 
Virginia Partisan HanK"'s, 

Midd/~"flrg, Jfln~ 10 (11t"), 1868. 

GENERAL: I left our point of ren
dezvous yesterday for the purpose of 
making a night attack on two cavalry 
companies of the enemy on the Mary
land shore. Had I succeeded in 
crossing the river at night, as I ex
pected, I would have had no difficulty 
in capturing them; but unfortunately, 
my guide mistook the road, and, 
instead of crossing about II o'clock 
at night. I did Dot get over until after 
daylight. 

The enemy (between 80 and 100 

strong), being apprised of my move
ment, were formed to receive me. 
A charge was ordered, the shock of 
which the enemy could not resist, and 
they were driven several miles in 
confusion, with the loss of 7 killed, a 
considerable number wounded and 
17 prisoners; also, 2o-odd horses or 
more. We burned their tents, stores, 
camp equipage, etc. 

I regret the loss of two brave officers killed, Captain Brawner and Lieut. 
[Geo. H.] Whitescarver. I also had one man wounded. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JNO. S. MOSBY, iflajor Partisan Hangl'r.r. 

[IndoT5Cment.] 
HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY DIVISION, ( 

June 16, 1863. \ 
Respectfully forwarded. In consideration of his brilliant services, I hope 

the President will promote Major Mosby. 
J. E. B. STUART, .Ilajor-GtIIl'ya!. 

Report 0/ Col. Alhrt B. Jnvdl, Tmlh Vl'rmoni In/onlY),. COlJlmanding j/"igadl'_ 

Camp Hein/ulman, JUIU 20, 18(;3. 
I have the honor to report that on the loth (I Ilh) instant about 250 of the 

enemy's cavalry crossed the Potomac River, Muddy Branch, at daybreak. 
The enemy dashed rapidly up the canal, driving in the patrols and attacked 
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officers was Captain Fisher, a signal officer, and the other, 
Major Sterling, who was the bearer of important despatches 
from Hooker to Pleasonton, at Aldie, giving information as 
to his (Hooker's) plans, with his letter of instructions to 
Pleasonton. These Mosby placed in the hands of Norman 
Smith, and by daylight on the morning of the 19th. Smith 
had delivered them to General Stuart, who made the fol
lowing mention in his report: 

"Major Mosby,with 
his usual daring, pen
etrated the enemy's 
lines and caught a 
staff officer of Gen
eral Hooker, bearer 
of despatches to Gen
eral Pleasonton, com
manding U.S.Cavalry 
near Aldie. These 
dispatches disclosed 
the fact that Hooker 
was looking to Aldie 
with solicitude; that 
Pleaspnton with in
fantry and cavalry 
occupied the place, 
and that a reconnois
sance in force, of cav
alry, was meditated 
toward \Varrenton 
and Culpeper." 

on the Little River turnpike. 
MAJOR-GENERAL JOSEPH HOOKER, U. S. A. }Ir. Birch and family are 

From a photograph taken during the war. from Clifton Park, Saratoga 
County, New York. They 

are Union people, known to some of the officers of our regiment. I am satis. 
fied that these people had no complicity with this affair, and had no knowledge 
of the enemy's being anywhere near their house. The capture of these officers 
appears to have been as unexpected to the enemy as it Wall to the officers 
captured, since the enemy was unaware of our forces being 50 near. 

I also report that I have re-established the picket line in some respects since 
coming upon duty this morning, so as among ether points to include the hOU5e 
of Mr. Birch. All is quiet upon the line. 

I am, most respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JA~IES C. RICE, C('/~1U1 CommQndin~ O"tjosls. 
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The Army of Northern Virginia, under General Lee, had 
been reorganized into three Army Corps; the First Corps 
under Lieutenant-General Longstreet, the Second Corps 
under Ewell, and the Third Corps under A. P. Hill. 

The Second Corps, under General Ewell, the first to 
move, crossed the Shenandoah River, near Front Royal, on 
the 12th of June, 1863, and was followed by Gen. A. P. 
Hill, with his three divisions, composing the Third Corps. 

MAJOR.GENERAL J. E. B. STUART, C. S. A. 
From a photograph taken during the war. 

General Longstreet, 
with his Corps (the 
First), marched by 
Ashby's and Snicker's 
Gaps into the Valley, 
on the 17th of June. 

General Stuart with 
his cavalry covered 
these movements and 
guarded the approaches 
to the Gaps. 

For several days there 
was sharp skirmishing 
between Stuarfs cav
alry and the Federal 
forces under Pleas
onton, who were en
deavoring to penetrate 
the mystery which sur
rounded the movements 
of the Confederate 
Army. Baffied in his 

efforts, Pleasonton, being heavily reinforced, attacked 
Stuart with his entire force on Sunday, June 21st. 

The morning of the 21st was cloudy and threatening. 
Booming of cannon in the direction of Middleburg warned 
us that a fight was going on. As the sounds approached 
nearer, mingled with the rattle of small arms, we knew that 
our cavalry was falling back towards Upperville, where the 
hardest of the fighting took place. The battle, in which the 
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whole of Pleasonton's cavalry was engaged, lasted until 
night, when Stuart fell back to Ashby's Gap. 

During the excitement of a battle one does not so fully 
realize the terrible effects as when going over the field after
wards. On the morning after the fight (Monday, 22d) white 
men and negroes were engaged in burying the dead. One 
poor fellow lay in a fence corner, his brains spattered over 
the rails, while another had one-half of his head carried 
away by a shell. 
Another looked as 
if calmly sleeping, 
death had come to 
him so quickly. In 
one field, in front of 
the house at Ayre
shire (the residence 
of Mr. Geo. S. Ayre), 
where Stuart made 
a desperate charge 
to save his train of 
wagons and ambu
lances, I counted 3 I 
dead horses. The 
ground in many 
places was torn up 
in great holes and 
furrows by shot and 
shell. Roads through 
the fields in all di
rections, and big 

MAJOR-GEN. PLEASONTON, U. S. A. 

gaps in the stone fences, showed where the cavalry and 
artillery had ploughed through. The country around pre
sented a scene of desolation; wheat fields trodden down 
and cornfields in many places looking as though they had 
never been planted. A poor horse that had one of its hind 
legs shot away, had grazed around in a circle. I thought 
it an act of mercy to put a ball through the head of the 
suffering creature. 
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A li~tle darkey, looking over the fence into a clover field, 
saw a fine cavalry boot among the clover and ran to get it, 
saying in great glee, " Oh, see what a nice boot I've found! .. 
But when he attempted to pick it up and discovered that 
there was a foot and part of a leg in the boot, he was para
lyzed with fright for a few seconds; but he soon recovered 

·the use of his legs and scampered off in a hurry. 

GATHERING UP THE DEAD AND WOUNDED. 

At this time Mosby crossed the Bull Run Mountains with 
a part of the command, and fell into an ambuscade which 
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shoulder, and I (Ballard) was shot in the leg. My horse had 
an eye shot out and became unmanageable. The Federals 
had one man killed and several wounded. We then gal
loped back to the mountains and the Federals did not 
attempt to pursue us." 

Young Ballard's leg was crushed by the ball, and the 
rough riding back to the mountains made the fracture 
worse. He was taken to l\lr. Robert Whitacre's, near the 
top of the mountain, where his leg was amputated, and he 
was kindly nursed and taken care 
of until he could be moved to Ben 
Venue, the home of Mr. William 
Ayre. The tollowing winter he 
was again in the saddle and with 
the command, but had his arti
ficial leg crushed in a charge 
with Capt. A. E. Richards, on a 
Federal camp near Halltown. 
He afterwards came in possess
ion of the leg of Col. Ulric Dahl
gren" with which he was enabled 
to continue in active service to 
the end. 

On the 27th of June Hooker 
was relieved from the command 
of the Army ot the Potomac, and 
Meade was appointed his suc-
c(!ssor. 

JOHN N. BALLARD, co. A. 
From a photograph taken in the eariy 

part of the war. 

Sunday, JUlie £I8In.-The command met at Glasscock's 
Burnt House, 4 miles from Upperville, and about noon 
Mosby, with about So men, started for the Valley. We 
crossed the Blue Ridge at Snicker's Gap and thence to the 
Potomac River, near Hancock, where we crossed on the 
morning of July 1st, passing through Maryland into Frank
lin county, Pennsylvania. 

It was Mosby's intention to join General Lee in Pennsyl-

4 Colonel Ulric Dahlgren, son of Admiral Dahlgren, U. S. N., was killed 
March 3, 1864. in his raid on Richmond, with the Federal cavalry under 
Kilpatrick. 
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"You have the advantage of me, sir," said the Major, 
looking up from his writing. 

" Yes," said Smith, " I have, for you are my prisoner." 
"What command do you belong to?" asked the Major. 
" Major Mosby's." 
II Why didn't you take the General ? You might have 

done so. He has left but a few moments." 

GENERAL o. O. HOWARD. U. S. A. 
From a War-time photograph. 

The Major did not relish the idea of being taken prisoner, 
and for a time was rather surly, but he soon found he had 
companions in misfortune and was disposed to make the 
best of his situation. 

During the night 12 or IS more men joined us. Early 
in the morning 3 sutlers' wagons loaded with good things: 
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like painted or tattoed savage warriors than civilized 
beings. The horses were covered with sweat and dust, 
panting-many with their tongues hanging out, or, like those 
of their masters, glued to their mouths. Some of the poor 
animals dropped from exhaustion and the riders were com
pelled to take to captured horses, and in some straits even 
to mount captured mules. 

Although our presence in the army was known and felt, 
as we were constantly changing our position-scurrying off 

from one point to another-it 
was impossible to locate us. 

J. WM. DEAR, CO. D. 

Captured in Loudoun Co. and sent to Fort 
McHenry by Gen. Sheridan, Dot to be 
excbanged until after the war. 

We made a dash at General 
Sedgwick's headquarters and 
carried off some fine horses 
and mules. 

On the 24th we captured a 
few prisoners and 33 mules 
within one hundred yards of 
General Howard's headquar
ters. Thomas Burke's horse 
gave out and he mounted a 
captured mule. The poor 
brute was soon shot from un
der him, and we are of the 
favored few who can answer 
affirmatively that well known 
query: "Who ever saw a 
dead mule?" 

From a photograph taken after the war. 
It was now impossible to 

send the prisoners South, and Major Mosby could not spare 
the men to send them off in small squads as they were being 
brought in, so a temporary camp had to be established on 
the Bull Run Mountains, a short distance north of Hope
well Gap. The prisoners pitched their little shelter tents 
on the mountain side and we compelled them to cu t off 
small branches of trees and spread over them so as to hide 
them from the view of the army passing along in sight of 
the camp. At times they would sing and make as much 
noise as possible to attract the attention of the Federal 
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I was one of the men detailed to go South as guard with 
the prisoners captured while Meade's army was marching 
through Loudoun, and on my return learned that Mosby 
had continued his active operations in Fairfax. as may be 
seen by the accompanying reports of captures on the 3d and 
lIth of August,S 

On the 24th of August, Mosby with 35 men came upon a 
detachment of the Second Massachusetts Cavalry, who were 
taking a drove of horses to the Federal Army, They had 
halted to water the horses at Billy Gooding's Tavern on the 
Little River Turnpike, 10 miles from Alexandria. Mosby 
decided to attack them and make a large capture if possible, 
or at least stampede their horses and disarrange their plans. 
He divided his force, sending Lieutenant Turner to attack 

saddled, but was much disappointed not 
to capture a single rebel-[not] one of 
his men. They took to the woods which 
are very thick in the mountains. 

I have to report 2 killed, 2 wounded 
not severely, and I man missing (he 
was taken prisoner but escaped into the 
woods himself and has not reappeared). 
Of the rebels we are sure of 5 wounded. 
The sutlers report some killed, but I 
didn't see them. 

ClIAS. R. LOWELL, JR., 
Cqlon~1 Second IVassachusttls Cavalry. 

• lIfosby's Rf/ort 10 Stuart. 

Fall'luifr Co., Va., Au/{. 4,1863. 
I send over in charge of Sergeant 

Beattie about 30 prisoners captured on 
an expedition into Fairfax, from which 
I have just returned. Most of them 
were taken at Padgett's, near Alexan- ZACH. F. JONES, CO. D. 

dria. I also captured about 30 wagons 
brought 011 about 70 horses and mules, having only ten men with me. We 
lost a great many on the way back, as we were compelled to travel narrow, 
unfrequented paths. Among the captures were three sutlers' wagons. 

At Fairfax Court House a few nights ago I captured 29 loaded sutlers' 
wagons, about 100 prisoners and 140 horses. I had brought all off safely near 
Aldie, where I fell in with a large force of the enemy's cavalry, who recaptured 
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a splendid scout and had distinguished himself by his bravery 
under General Ewell. In his report of this affair Mosby 
says: 

.. Among the killed was Norman Smith, who thus early 
terminating a career of great usefulness and of brilliant 
promise, has left the memory of a 
name that will not be forgotten 
till honor, virtue, courage, all. 
shall cease to claim the homage 
of the heart." 

Charles Eltinge Shriver was 
only 17 years of age, but had 
proved himself a gallant young 
soldier. He was a son of Charles 
Shriver. of Frederick City, Mary
land, and was a nephew of Gen
eral Edward Shriver, who served 
in the Federal Army during the 

war. MAJOR-GEN. GEO. G. MEADE. 
Mosby was shot through the r. s. A. 

side and thigh. He was carried 
to the woods and attended by Dr. Dunn, our surgeon. 
Joseph Calvert was shot in the ankle, and two or three 
others recei ved trifling wounds. 

second party heard that a band of 30 or 40, with some 20 mules in their pos
session. had passed Fox Mills up toward Frying Pan. Our cavalry pursued 
them vigorously to Frying .Pan, but could not overtake them. Major Forbes. 
who commanded our forces, is confident that the entire marauding party will 
not exceed 40 or 50 men, and had not more than 20 or 30 mules. 

RUFUS KING. 

Rtport of Major YOlm S. Mosby, C. s. A. 

Culpeper, August £0, 1863. 

On Tuesday. August II, I captured a train of 19 wagons near Annandale. 
in Fairfax County. We secured the teams and a considerable portion of the 
most valuable stores. consisting of saddles. bridles, harness, &c. We took 
about 25 prisoners. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JNO. S. MOSBY. lIlajor. 

Report of Colond Lowtll (Ftdtra/). 
Atlgust1~, 1863. 

"Mosby's and White's men, together about 140 strong, came down the 
Little River turnpike the day before yesterday and passed the night near Gum 
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to observe the position of the enemy and arrange his plans 
for the attack. Getting between the camp and the reserve 
picket, we charged upon them, killing 3, wounding a num
ber, and bringing out 7 prisoners, 25 horses and 3 mules. 

There were two regiments of cavalry camped a short dis
tance from the post, and after the alarm was given we could 
hear the officers giving orders to the men to "Fall in." 
Turner had no one injured, but lost one man, C. A. Fox, 
who wandered off in the darkness and was captured. 

On the night of September 16th Lieutenant Turner cap
tured 4 sutlers' wagons, 12 horses and 2 mules. There was 

C. A. FOX. co. A. 

a great quantity of sutlers' 
goods of every description, 
and the men loaded them
selves with as much as they 
could carry off, and then set 
fire to the wagons and the re
mainder of the goods. The 
capture took place at Fayette
ville, five miles from War
renton. 

About this time Mosby re
turned to the command, hav
ing nearly recovered from the 
effects of his wounds. 

On the 21St of September 
From a photograph taken in 1878. Mosby was again in the sad

dle, and we started for a raid on the Orange and Alexandria 
Railroad. We halted at night near Warrenton Junction, 
got some hay for our horses, and lay in the woods until day
light on the morning of the 22d, when we mounted and 
moved on to within about two miles of Bealeton Station, 
where we again halted in the pines, while Mosby, Wm. R. 
Smith, John Edmonds and "\Valter Whaley went out to re
connoitre. They observed a long train of pontoons moving 
in the direction of the Rappahannock, each truck drawn by 
eight mules. and all so heavily guarded that we could not 
attack. We could hear the drums beating, the bugles 
sounding, and the rumbling of the trains along the railroad. 
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escort of a long train of wagons that came lumbering along 
in their rear. 

At this point there was an ugly hole in the road which the 
teams had difficulty in passing, and the third wagon from 
the rear stalled and blocked the way so that the other two 
could not pass. 

As the column moved on without waiting for the stalled 
team, Mosby and Whaley rode out and ordered the wagons 
driven into the woods. Captain Smith also captured a 
stray wagon which came 
on at some distance behind 
the train. The prize was 
a rich one to the hungry 
Rangers, who had been 
kept waiting so long in the 
pine forest. The wagons 
were loaded with clothing, 
coffee, tea, sugar, cheese; 
cans of meat, oysters, sar
dines, fruits; boxes of 
cakes and crackers, to
bacco, segars, stationery, 
and a general variety of 
goods such as were usually 
found among the sutlers' 
stores. Each man helped 
himself to what pleased 
him best, and it was amus-
ing to see the men pick up CAPT. WILLIAM R. SMITH, co. B. 

d Killed in an attack on Cole's Camp, Loudoun 
one thing an then throw HeiKhts, January 10. 1864. 

it away to take something 
else which took their fancy. We could not take all, and it 
was hard to decide what was most necessary or profitable. 
There was but one article that all felt a common interest in, 
and that was a lot of one hundred and thirty pairs of 
boots. 

While this was going on, our picket gave the alarm and a 
solitary Jersey wagon coming along was overhauled and 
brought in. In it was a Mr. Dunham and wife, returning 
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from an unsuccessful trip to Alexandria, where they had 
gone to purchase groceries, but had been refused permis
sion by the authorities. \Ve not only gave' them our sym
pathy-something that is freely given by most persons to 
their fellow creatures in want-but we also gave a more 
substantial expression of feeling which was more gratifying 
to this couple. We loaded up their wagon free of cost and 
sent them on their way rejoicing. \Ve then returned to 
Fauquier. 
-Mosby was a brave man, and as a scout he was unsur
passed. He was generally taciturn, particularly towards 

strangers. At times 
he was quite talkative 
and very agreeable, 
while at others he 
would scarcely an
swer a question put 
to him. In conversa
tion his voice was 
low, his utterances 
usually slow and dis
tinct, but when con
versing on a subject 
in which he took 
more than an ordi
nary interest he be
came quite a rapid 
talker. He spoke 
plainly and to the 
point, and there' was 
no mistaking the 

HARRY BROCK, CO. D. meaning of his words. 
From a picture taken after the war. He had a pleasant 

face, white and reg
ular teeth, and keen, restless eyes, which seemed an index to 
the mind. I have often watched him as he would stand in
tently gazing at a man-staring as though he were reading 
him through with those eyes, like a book, and then only 
removing his gaze as he walked off apparently satisfied with 
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Going to Lieutenant Williams, who was in command of 
Co. B, in the absence of Captain Smith, Mosby told him he 
must lead 'the company out while he drew the attention of 
the enemy in another direction. Mosby then rode out in 
view of the enemy and started at a gallop down the turn
pike towards Alexandria, the Federal cavalry in pursuit. 

Lieutenant Williams led the company along to Gantts 
Hill, where he suddenly came out on the vedette, saying: 

.. Is all quiet?" 

.. Yes," said the soldier, looking at him, thrown completely 
off his guard by the suddenness of his appearance and also 
by his question. Before he could recover from his surprise 
Williams was at his side with a pistol at his head. He was 
taken from his post, and the command came through safely, 
bringing out 27 prisoners and 18 horses. Mosby also came 
out, after a close race. 

Thursday, October fJ2. - Lieut. Frank Williams, with 
Charles Mason, Dr. Ed. Stratton, John H. Barnes and 
Robert Harrover, were scouting inside the enemy's lines in 

JOHN H. BARNES, CO. D. 
From a photopaph taken after the 

war. 

Fairfax, when they discovered a 
number of United States horses 
grazing in a field near a Federal 
camp. They attempted to drive 
them off, when they were seen by 
a citizen, who reported their pres
ence to the officers at the camp, 
and a detachment of about 40 men 
of the California Battalion and 
Baker's Rangers were sent to 
capture them. The Federals ap
proached through a thick woods 
and were within fifty yards of the 
Partisans before they were ob
served. Lieutenant 'Williams and 
his party attempted to escape, but 
their horses being tired out by a 
march of 40 miles, as well as by 

several lively races from pickets during the night, they 
were soon run down by the Federals with their horses 

.. ~. ...... ~ .. 
.. :: : : : 
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fresh from the camp. Charles Mason was killed, and Dr. 
Stratton, Barnes and Harrover were taken prisoners.' Lieu
tenant 'Villiams alone escaped, but lost his horse. Finding 
himself so closely pressed, he rode up to a high fence, sprang 
from his horse, leaped over the fence and made his way off 
on foot. sheltered from the shots of the enemy by the heavy 
timber. 

Roben M. Harrover was 
taken to Washington and tried 
by a Military Commission" for 
leaving Washington City after 
he had been enrolled, and at
taching himself to a band of 
guerrillas." He played his 
part in the farce of a trial which 
followed and was sentenced to 
be shot. This sentence was 
afterwards commuted to im
prisonment in the Albany Peni
tentiary for ten years. He had 
been confined for eight months 
in the Carroll Prison and two ROBERT M. HARROVER. CO. D. 

months in the Old Capitol. and 
as the time approached for his removal to the Albany 
Penitentiary he determined to make an effort to escape. 
He and a fellow prisoner named Harrison, a Mississippian 
belonging to the 1 eff Davis Legion, made a rope of their 
bed clothes, and on the night of August 19th, 1864. low
ered them.selves from an upper window to the pavement, 

'R~l!rlo/ Col. La/ayttu C. Balur, F;rst District 0/ Colu",/J;a Cavalry. 

Ntar Annandak, Oct. ft, 1863. 

This morning about 10 o'clock a detachment of my battalion. under com
mand of Major E. J. Conger. and a detachment of the California Battalion 
under command of Captain Eigenbrodt, encountered a squad of Mosby's men 
some three miles this side of Fairfax Court House, ana neaf the Little River 
turnpike. One of Mosby's men (named Charles Mason) was shot and instantly 
killed. The celebrated guerrilla Jack Barnes. Ed. Stratton and Bill Harrover, 
were captured and forwarded to the Old Capitol Prison. These men state that 
they were looking for government horses and sutlers' wagons. None of <>:Ir 
force were injured. 
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made signals to give the alarm, and a regiment of cavalry 
was afterwards sent in pursuit and came into Salem next 
morning, but too late to overtake Mosby, who had carried 
off nearly 200 mules and 40 horses, with their harness. A 

A STRAGGLER FROM THE YANKEE CAMP. 

great many of the mules and horses were lost in driving 
them out, but some were picked up several days afterwards. 
One hundred and twenty mules, 27 horses, 17 white and 16 
negro prisoners were secured, however, together with a 
large quantity of harness. Not a shot was fired. The cap-

attack was about the·center of the train (which had a heavy guard of cavalry, 
artillery and infantry both in front and rear), on the pike about 2 miles from 
New Baltimore and Warrenton where there are large Yankee camps. 

After unhitching the teams of from 40 to 50 wagons I started them off under 
charge of Lieutenant Turner. remaining behind myself with a few men with the 
intention of burning the wagons. A force of Federal cavalry appearing pre
vented the accomplishment of my purpose. We succeeded in bringing off 145 
horses and mules and upward of 30 negroes and Yankees (among them 1 cap-
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Walter Whaley and John Munson, who were on picket, 
captured and brought in a courier going from one camp to 
another with mail and despatches; he also had in his cus
tody, when captured, a prisoner who was condemned to 
death, and who was therefore greatly rejoiced to fall into 
our hands. 

On one side of us was a cavalry camp and on the other 
an infantry camp. The rain was falling in torrents and the 
air was cold and raw, consequently our position was any
thing but comfortable, as we lay for hours in the woods 
waiting for a train. 

About noon a patrol of 12 men passed along the road. 
They were suffered to pass unmolested, and in about half 
an hour 5 wagons were seen coming along, guarded by 
about 30 cavalry. 

Mosby ordered Captain Smith, with Company B, to 
charge in front of the escort, while Lieutenant Turner, with 

DR. w. L. DUNN. 
(Our Doctor.) 

From a War-time photograph. 

Company A, was to take them 
in the rear. Owing to a mistake 
of the guide, or too great impa
tience to get at the wagons, both 
companies came out at nearly the 
same point, and most of the guard 
escaped by running down the 
road, leaving the wagons standing. 
They were followed until they 
ran into an infantry picket, who 
were busily preparing their din
ners, and we here gave up the 
chase. It was too far to attempt 
to bring out the infantry prison
ers, as we would be inside the 
Federal lines until we passed 

Warrenton, so they were left behind. 
The wagons were filled with valuable medical stores, and 

had it been possible we would have brought them off and 
sent them to General Lee. As it was, a few articles were 
secured by some of the more thoughtful men and turned 
overto Dr. Dunn,oul"'surgeon. Twelve prisoners, 10 horses 
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, " Please, massa, don't let me git on dat mule any mo'; he 
never bin rode befo'." 

An Irishman, running up to orie of our men, said hur. 
riedly: 

" Indade, sur, I niver fired a gun agin yees in my life." 
" What the devil are you doing here, then?" 
"I'm a tam ester, sur; I'm partly engaged in dhrivin' 

cattle." 
He jumped up behind one of our men and rode off 

to lend a helping hand In gathering up the scattered 
mules. 

After taking the mules we set fire to the wagons. Amid 
the confusion one very ugly old negro, awakened by the 
bustle. put his head out 
of the wagon, where 
he had been enjoying 
a comfortable nap, and 
seeing his wagon on 
fire, exclaimed: 

" 'Fore God,whodun 
sot my wagon afire?" 
and jumped to the 
ground. 

An individual in the 
garb of a civilian, with 
a valise or satchel in 
his hand, was seen 
walking off, in the 
light of the fires. Char. 
ley Tyler, thinking he 
might be a paymaster 
or a sutler making off 
with his money or 
valuables, spurred his 
horse after him, and, 

E. F. WAYMAN, CO. C. 

From a phot"lllaph taken after the war. 

with pistol levelled at his head, called out, "Halt! Halt!" 
But the man paid no attention to the call and kept on his 
way, looking neither to the left nor right. Tyler followed 
for some distance, threatening to shoot if he did not halt 
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and surrender, but at last reined up his horse and returned. 
One of our men, who had witnessed the affair, said to him as 
he came up: 

" Why didn't you shoot him, Charley?" 
With a look of disgust, Tyler answered: 
., Do you think I'd shoot such a d-d fool?" 
The infantry guarding the train were grouped around 

their fires when the alarm was given. They seized their 
arms, and their officers were soon forming them as best they 

could. Our men were so 

I 

I 
l _ 

FRENCH FRISTOE, co. B. 

From a photocraph. 

scattered about the camp 
in every direction that the 
firing upon them by the in 
fan try did very little dam
age. One man received a 
ball in his thigh, and Mos
by's horse was shot in the 
breast. 

After the command had 
moved off a short distance 
from the camp, the whole 
scene was lighted up by the 
burning wagons, presenting 
a picture of war well wor
thy of an artist's pencil. 

We captured 160 mules 
and 7 horses, with a large 
quantity of harness; also a 
number of prisoners, mostly 
teamsters. Thirty head of 
cattle were taken, but we 

were compelled to leave them behind. The large number 
of wagons and great quantity of supplies burned was a very 
serious loss to the enemy. 

Friday, Nm'ember 27.-A body of Federal cavalry having 
pitched their camp in the vicinity of the Hazel River, Mosby 
sent Lieut. Thomas Turner, with Montjoy, Henry S. Ashby 
and three others, to reconnoitre their position and see what 
the chances were for a successful foray. Crossing the river, 
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Turner concealed his men in a thicket while he rode out in 
view of the camp. A cavalryman, coming out to see who 
he was,- found himself a prisoner, and another following 
shared the same fate. With his two prisoners in front, 
Turner now advanced on a picket of IO men posted a short 
distance from the camp. As our men drew near they were 
ordered to halt, but seeing 
their own men in front, the 
pickets allowed them to ap
proach until they suddenly 
found themselves covered by 
the pistols of Turner and his 
men, who compelled them 
to surrender. They then re
crossed the river, bringing 
over the 12 prisoners, with 
their horses and equipments. 
The Federals sent out a party 
of cavalry in pursuit, but they 
soon gave up the chase and 
returned to their camp. 

Tuesday, DecembEr lb.-Com
pany C was organized at Rec
tortown. William H. Chap
man, of Page, was elected Cap
tain; Adolphus E. Richards, 

HENRY S. ASHBY, co. B. 

From a photograph taken durin& the war. 

of Loudoun, First Lieutenant; Frank Fox, of Fairfax, Second 
Lieutenant, and Frank Yeager, of Page, Third Lieutenant. 

Scott, in his "Partisan Life with Col. John S. Mosby," 
says: 

"Capt. William H. Chapman was 21 years of age the very 
day that the Ordinance of Secession was passed at Rich
mond. He was at that time a student at the University of 
Virginia, and belonged to a company of students which was 
ordered to Harper's Ferry for active duty, but was soon 
disbanded by Governor Letcher for the sufficient reason that 
those who belonged to it might return to their homes, and 
there recruit, dnll and officer troops for the Southern army. 
Chapman was elected lieutenant in the Dixie Battery, which 
went from Page, his native county, and was afterward pro-
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party, hunting for Mosby. Many of our officers and men 
procured furloughs to spend the holiday season at their 
homes or with friends at a distance. The thoughts of 
others were with the little ones at home, who would miss 
papa's usual presence at Christmastide. 

The severity of the wintry weather, the scarcity of all the 
necessaries of life, the high prices, and the reverses which 
the Confederates had experienced in the last campaign, 
combined with the sadness felt for the loss of relatives and 
friends, shed a deep gloom over this usually festive season. 

WHY DON'T PAPA COME HOME? 
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APTER V 

January,186.4-D auaJion routed at F Rectortown and 
Middlebu t Post of Tbi:d Pen n Lee', Ridge-
Captain StrtnifeIlow-Att;u:k on Camp of Cole's B,ttalion on Loudoun Heights-The 
Battle in the Snow-A desperate Fight-Repulse of Mosby-Death of Captain Smith 
and lieutenant Turner-Mosby loses many of his bravest and best men. 

Friday, January 1, J86t".-A detachment of Cole's Sec
ond Battalion Maryland Cavalry, composed of a detail of 
20 men from each com any, numberi . 11 8 men, under 
command a . Hunter, ca per's Ferry 
on a scout ch of Mosby g through 
Upperville number was k proceeded 
on to Rec ere they re time. A 
meeting of as y s en .. had been or ere at this place, 
but the men on coming to the town, finding it occupied by 
the enemy, rode around and were seen on every little hill 
and knoll, watching their movements. 

Mosby collected about IO or 15 men. It was difficult to 
get the me t th s many would oach large 
parties thro heir being en tain Smith 
of Compan 2 men, went as soon as 
Cole's men nd getting 0 , followed 
them out a road. Cole's d off, cross-
ing the fiel s, 10 e lrection of Midd e urg. aptain Smith 
cut across the country to come out on their flank near Five 
Points. Soon shots were heard in front, as Montjoy, 
Henry Ashby and John Edmonds, who were riding in ad
vance came upon their rear. Our men drew their pistols, 
and with S 'th h' head, charged . h 11. At the 
first fire Ca r's horse was was made 
prisoner. seemed mar d on flight 
than fight, on towards Captain 
Smith follo to send a gr f his force 
back with pnsoners an horses . 
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Mosby, seeing Smith's command in the town, thought it 
still occupied by the enemy and manreuvred around cau
tiously, but when they moved off 
he rode into town. Learning 
that they were a portion of his 
own command and had gone in 
pursuit of the Federals, he dashed 
off and soon, too, was on the 
track of the raiders, who had 
scattered and were now fleeing 
in every direction, closely pur
sued by our men. It was a reg
ular Gilpin chase. Cole's men 
threw away bags of corn, sabres, 
carbines, pistols and everything 
they could well rid themselves 
of, and some, as though thinking 
their horses not fleet enough, 
jumped down, and leaving them 
in the road, ran through the 
woods on foot. 

In this affair but two of " Mos

COL. HENRY A. COLE, 
Fint Maryland Potomac Home Brigade 

(Cole's Battalion). 
From a photograph taken during the 

war. 

by's Men" were wounded-John Gulick severely. Four of 
the Federals were killed, 10 or 12 wounded and 41 captured. 
Over 50 horses fell into our hands. 

Three of Cole's men, with their horses, were picked up 
near Waterford and one near Salem on the day after the 
fight, and one between Middleburg and Rectortown on the 
3d of January. The men had wandered off and escaped for 
the time, but not knowing where to go, were afterwards 
captured. 

In the following report sent in by Mosby about this time 
will be found mention of this affair : 

Report of Major John S. Jlosb)'. 

Major H. B. MCCLELLAN, Jalluary 4, 1864. 
Assistant A djutallt-General. 

MAJOR: I have the honor to report that during the 
month of December there were captured by this command 
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back to where the command had been left. Turner, as he 
was leaving, turned towards the reserve picket, where the 
fires were burning brightly, and said: 

"I will come back directly and play the mischief with 
those fellows." 

After the prisoner was taken out Turner said to him: 
" I want you now to tell me truth, and nothing else; if 

you do not, it will be worse for you." 
"You needn't fear," said the prisoner," I'll tell you all 

about the post, and go with you, too." 
This he did, and sat on his horse while we charged the 

picket. There was a reserve 
post of 40 men; 8 men were 
usually on post on the ridge, 
but on this night all had been 
drawn in but two. 

About 4 o'clock in the 
morning Turner led his men 
to the rear of the post and 
then along the pike. The 
sound of the wind whistling 
through the trees drowned 
the clatter of the horses' feet 
on the frozen pike. Soon 
we came in sight of the 
blazing watch fires on the 
roadside. Lieutenant Tur
ner said: 

WALTER w. GOSDEN, co. E. "Go along quietly-make 
From a War·time photograph. no unnecessary noise, and 

when the head of the column reaches the last fire the rear 
will be at the first. Then, when the command is given to 
charge, wheel your horses and fire. They will think 
we are their own men until we get close enough to 
charge." 

The main body was encamped but a short distance from 
the post. 

When opposite the fires Turner gave the word-
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About this time Captain Stringfellow suggested to Major 
Mosby that he co-operate with him in the capture of Cole's 
Camp on Loudoun Heights. 

Stringfellow entered the army at the beginning of the war 
and had so distinguished himself by his skill and daring as 

REV. FRANK STRINGFELLOW, 
Formerly" Capt. Frank Stringfellow, the 

Scout." 

From a photograph taken after the war. 

to attract the attention of Gen
eral Stuart, who was always 
quick to observe and as ready 
to reward true merit. Having 
a thorough knowledge of all 
the stretch of country from 
the Blue Ridge to Washing
ton, Stringfellow was selected 
as a scout and given a detail 
of 10 men to operate with. He 
enjoyed the confidence of both 
Generals Lee and Stuart, and 
many of their most important 
movements were made from 
information acquired by him. 
The incidents in his dashing 
career-his daring exploits, 
his perilous journeys, his hair
breadth escapes and his bril
liant forays, would of them
selves fill a volume. 

As Stringfellow had reconnoitred the camp and made 
himself familiar with its details, Mosby readily agreed with 
picket lines established in as quick time as possible. He repons the rebels 
having left in quick meter after collecting up the horses and men." 

CAMP OF THIRD PENNSYLVANIA CAVALRY, 

Major J. W. WALSH: yanuary8,1864. 

SIR: I have the honor to report that on the 5th day of January, 1864, Cap
tain Gillmore relieved a detachment of the First Brigade, First Division, Cavalry 
Corps, on the Sulphur Springs road, taking up the line as established under the 
supervision of the brigade officer of the day. 

Everything remained quiet on the line until the morning of the 7th, when 
the corporal of the fifth relief started from camp to relieve the pickets. On 
reaching NO.3 post he discovered 10 or 12 men drawn up in line at the post. 
He immediately reported the fact to Captain Gillmore, who sent me with fO 
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horse, calling out as he fell: "You are not going to leave 
me here on the field?" Captain Smith was advancing to 
assist him, when a shot from one of the tents a short distance 
ahead put an end to the career of this brave soldier. Cap_ 
tain Chapman caught him and disengaging his feet from 
the stirrups, laid him on the 
ground. Robinson fell from 
his horse, dead. Colston, a 
brave young Baltimorean, was 
shot down while endeavoring 
to encourage and rally our 
men. Owens was also killed. 
Still the fight went on. 

Montjoy, with a squad of 
men, was sent down to a 
bridge to take a picket and 
guard the bridge. When he 
reached the bridge the picket 
had'fled and he kept it undis
turbed. 

Lieut. F. Beattie had his 
horse shot and he himself re
ceived a ball in his thigh. 

The dead and dying lay 
around. From the tents came 
forth moans of pain and shrieks 
of agony. Some of the com

L1EUT·COL. GEO. W. F. VERNON, 

Finl Maryland Potomac Home Brie.de 

(Cole'. Ilallalil)n). 

batants stood almost in reach of one another, firing into 
each other's faces, crying out: 

" Surrender! .. 
" No, I won't! You surrender! .. 
Many of the Federals, driven from their tents, sought 

refuge among the thick bushes higher up the mountain side 
and from this vantage ground poured a galling fire into our 
ranks. The balls striking the ground, threw up the frozen 
earth in our faces. 

Hearing the signal gun at Harper's Ferry, where several 
thousand troops were quartered, in readiness to march upon 
us at a moment's notice, and seeing that nothing could be 
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The" Souvenir of the ~Iaryland Line" has the following 
sketch of Colston: 

'William E. Colston was born in Washing1:on, ~Iarch 24th, 
1839, but his early years were spent in Virginia, the home 
of his ancestors. He came to Baltimore about 1857, and 
was among the first to go to Virginia when the war broke 
out. 

On June 1st, 1861, he enlisted as a private in Company 
B, Maryland Guard, attached to the 21st Virginia Infantry, 

WILLIAM E. COLSTOX, co. A. 

Killed in th. attack on Col.', Camp, Loudoun 
Heights, January 10, 1864. 

but when the First 
Maryland Regiment 
was formed was trans
ferred to Company H, 
Capt. Wm. H.Murray, 
June 18th, 1861. In this 
company he served in 
all the campaigns and 
battles of the year, and 
at the battle of Cross 
Keys, June 8th, 1862, 
in jackson's Valley 
Campaign he was des
perately wounded, be
mg shot through the 
bod y. He was perma
nently injured by this 
wound and disabled 
for a long time, but as 
soon as able to ride he 
was appointed V olun
teer AId to Major-Gen
eral Trimble. General 
Trimble being wound
ed and left at Gettys
burg, Colston then 
volunteered into Mos
bts command, and was 
kIlled in the nie:ht at

tack on Harper's Ferry, January loth, 1864. He is buried 
in the Confederate lot at Loudoun Park with his old com
rades of Company H, First Maryland Infantry. 

A Memorial Room to him has been furnished in the Con
federate Home at Pikesville, Md., by his brother, Capt. 
Frederick M. Colston. 

I met Major Mosby on the road a few days after the fight, 
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and in course of conversation he remarked that he was sorry 
he had made the attack on Cole's camp," although," said 
he, .. if my plans had been carried out, the expedition would 
have been a success." He said Stringfellow was to have 
gone on ahead with his men to the house occupied by Major 
Cole as headquarters. This they were quietly to surround, 
and after securing the Major and whoever else might be 
with him, proceed on to the camp and unite with him in the 
attack. Instead of doing this, they dashed on and into the 
camp. Mosby rode down the line in search of Captain 
Smith to order him to dismount his company and charge 
with them on foot into the camp to prevent the enemy firing 
from their tents and to secure the horses. Company A, 
under Lieutenant Turner, were to remain mounted and 
attack the camp. The men were straggling along the road, 
totally unprepared for a charge. Before he could find Cap
tain Smith or issue any orders 
whatever, he heard Stringfellow's 
men yelling and shooting in our 
front. The camp being aroused, 
there was no alternative but to 
charge and hazard the chance of 
an engagement, as he was disap
pointed in making it a surprise. 

In the "Life of Sheridan," al
ready alluded to, is a very inter
esting sketch of this affair, entitled 
"A Battle in the Snow," which 
concludes with the following 
neatly written little episode: 

CHARLES PAXSON. Co. A. 
Killed at Loudoun Heights in attack 

on Colc's Camp. 

There were a thousand thrilling 
incidents connected with this bare
footed fight on the mountains, in 
the snow, worth relating, and the 
conspicuous instances of almost 
unexampled bravery would in
clude almost every man in the 
command. But there is one touchin~ incident necessary to 
join the woof and warp of this narratIOn. 

When daylight broke upon the scene there was a young 
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On the night of February 17th I slept at the house of my 
old friend Redmond F. Brawner, in the upper edge of Fau
quier. Mr. Brawner and his family were refugees from 
Prince William County, being driven from their farm, 
which was located on the battle ground of Manassas. My 
companions in the room were Charles Tyler, John Kirwin, 
William A. and Henry N. Brawner. 

I was awakened on the morning of the 18th by a noise in 
the room and, looking up. saw the boys hastily putting on 
their clothes. First one and then another would go to the 
window, where a large gray blanket had been nailed up to 
keep out the cold, and cautiously peeping out. would say in 

WILLIAM A. BRAWNER, 
CO.A. 

suppressed tones: .. They are Yan
kees." " They are going along the 
road, past the house." .. Oh, gee! 
what a crowd of them." "They are 
looking up this way." 

Charley Tyler, who had not left 
his bed, would send out from be· 
neath the blankets a sepulchral 
voice in reply to these exclamations: 
"Come away from the window." 
,. Well, if they are Yankees, can't 
you let 'em go by?" "D-- you, 
come away from that window." It 
was alternately an entreaty and a 
curse. 

I sprang out of bed and putting my eye to the peephole 
in the blanket, saw a body of Federal cavalry passing along 
the road towards Paris. They were sitting bolt upright on 
their horses, like so many statues, muffled up in their over
coats and seemed to look neither to right nor left. 

As soon as I slipped on my clothes I went downstairs and 
out the back door, picked up my saddle and bridle, and 
keeping the house between myself and the cavalry in the 
road, ran as fast as I could through the orchard to where I 
expected to find my horse. The horses, to protect them
selves from the biting wind, had sought the shelter of a little 
knoll which completely hid them from the view of those 
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Sunday, February 2ISt.-The command was ordered to 
meet at Piedmont to attend the funeral of McCobb, who 
was killed by Cole's men. While assembling, a report was 
brought in that a scouting party composed of 150 of the 
Second Massachusetts Cavalry 5 and a platoon of the Six
teenth New York Cavalry, under command of Capt. J. Sewell 
Read, of the Second ~lassachusetts Cavalry, a major by 
promotion, were at Rector's X Roads. We moved on to 
that place, but they left before our arrival, going in the di
rectIOn of Mountville. Sam Underwood was sent with one 
man to follow their trail and report to Mosby, while we 

marched towards Dranesville, with the 
intention of intercepting them on their 
return to camp at Vienna. They camped 
at night at the farm of Mr. Kephart, on the 
road to Dranesville, where they were joined 
by a body of cavalry under Major Frazar. 
We halted near Dranesville, tied our 
horses in the thick pines, built fires and 
lay down to rest. 

We had less than 175 men. Mosbyap
peared in excellent humor; said he had 

GEO. L. REVERCO~IB, b . h' 11 1 11 d b h d 
Corporal, co. E.' een runmng IS para e s a ay, ut a 

headed them; that they would come down 
the Leesburg pike and he would attack them in the morn
ing. 

iJfonday, February 22d.-Ear1y in the morning the com
mand was moved out to the pike and halted near Anker's 
shop, about two miles below Dranesville, to await the com
ing of the enemy. A short distance in our rear the road 

I &cond Massacnuutts Cavalry.-Companies A, E, F, Land M of tbis regi
ment were organized at San Francisco, Cal.; Company H, at Boston; Com
panies B, C, D and I. at Readville, :".Iass., from December 10, 1862, to June 20. 
1863, to serve three years. It was mustered out of service July 20, 1865, in 
accordance with orders from War Department.-Official Ri!cord. 

We usually spoke of this command as the .. California Battalion." 
• George L. Revercomb, a veteran of two wars-the Mexican and tbe Civil 

War-enlisted in 1861 in Company C., Fourth Virginia Cavalry; was honorably 
discharged on account of wounds rEceived in battle. and afterwards enlisted 
under the banner of Colonel ~rosby. 
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forked, and as it was uncertain whether the Federals would 
follow the pike or take the county road, Walter Whaley 
was sent to watch their movements. He soon came in with 
the intelligence that the Second :Massachusetts was coming 
along the pike, and that Major Frazar's party, which had 
camped with them at night, had left them and gone by the 
other road. 

Company A, with part of Company B, under Lieut. 
Frank Williams, were now placed along the edge of a thick 
pine woods, in columns of fours, 
to charge in their front; Com-
pany C, with balance of Com· 
pany B, under Capt. William 
Chapman, were to charge in 
their rear; while IS dismounted 
men with carbines, under Mont
joy, were posted in the pines 
along the road about the center 
of the position. 

After all arrangements had 
been made, ~losby said: " Men, 
the Yankees are coming and it 
is very likely we will have a 
hard fight. \Vhen you are or
dered to charge, I want you to 
go right through them. Re
serve your fire until you get 
close enough to see clearly what 
you are shooting at, and then 
let every shot tell." 

J. PENDLETO~ CHAPPALEAR, 
Co. B. 

Killed in fight with Second Ma .. a
chusetts CavaJry, ncar Dranesvil1e, 
February, ,86.j. 

Very soon the Federal cavalry was seen moving slowly 
down the pike, two vedettes riding about two hundred 
yards ahead of all, then the advance of about 20 men, 
and lastly the main body. The vedettes had passed by 
without noticing us, and coming upon our pickets, who 
had been placed on a hill in full view of the turnpike, 
one of them raised his carbine and fired; then, turning 
around and seeing our men formed along the edge 
of the pines, he waved his hand to his men, calling 
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\Ve had only one man killed, J. Pendleton Chappalear, of 
Fauquier. Among our wounded was Baron Von Massow, a 
Prussian. He had been seven years in the Pruss ian army 
without seeing any active service, and for the purpose of 
gratifying his curiosity in this respect he had come to this 
country. His first introduction was in the attack on the 
guards of a wagon train at Bealeton station. He was a 
brave soldier. He received a painful wound from a pistol 

I 

B. H. SWEETING, co. A. 
(Harry Sweeting.)· 

in the hands of Captain Read, 
and Captain Chapman, seeing 
the Baron fall, killed Read by 
a well-directed shot. 

Harry (B. H.) Sweeting, 
of Baltimore, John Munson, 
Thos. Burke and John Ed
monds were severely wound
ed, and several others slightly. 
We procured a carriage and 
brought out Edmonds and 
Munson. Young Chappalear's 
body was also brought off. In 
the engagement Mosby's horse 
was twice shot. 

This raiding party was pi
loted through our territory by 
Charles Binns, a deserter from 
our command. Every effort 
was made to capture him, but 

• B. H. Sweeting, more familiarly known in the command as .. Harry" 
Sweeting. I received his picture in the same letter which informed me of his 
death. The Baltimore Sun contained the following notice of his death : 

AN OLD SOLDIER'S DEATH.-Dr. B. H. Swtdillg was Ilu luro 0/ a thrilling 
roar inddtnl.-Dr. B. H. Sweeting, an inmate of the Confederate Home at 
Pikesville, died yesterday morning (January 6, 1896,) at the City Hospital from 
injuries received by falling through the Philadelphia. Wilmington and Baltimore 
Railroad Bridge at Havre de Grace on Tuesday of last week. 

He had been visiting friends in Hartford County, and started to walk across 
the bridge. After he had gone a few steps he slipped and fell through, injuring 
his right hip and receiving internal injuries. His fall was caused by his defec
tive eyesight. He was brought to Baltimore and sent' to the City Hospital, 
where it was at first thought he would recover. 

Dr. Sweeting entered the service of the Confederacy in the First Maryland 
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the enemy with so small loss. 
of certain officers and men. 

Attention is invited to the ~pecial mention made 
J. E. H. STUART, Jlajor-Gm. 

[Second Indorsement.] 

Respectfully forwarded, uniting in the commendation bestowed by General 
Stuart. R. E. LEE, G(lurtl/. 

R~ort 0/ Brig.-Gm. Nolm-t O. 7y/~r, Co S. Army. 

HEADQUARTERS TYLER'S DIVISIO~, 
Fair/ax CMlrl Houu, Va., Ftbruary 23, 1864-

TYLER to TAYLOR: .. I have the honor to report that a detachment of 125 
men of the Second Massachusetts Cavalry, and 25 men of the Sixteenth New 
York Cavalry, under command of Cap I. J. S. Read, Second Massachusetts Cav
alry, encountered, on the 21st inst., in the vicinity of Circleville Post-oflice, 
70 of Mosby's men, whom they defeated 
with severe loss to them. On their return, 
within 2 miles of DranesviUe, on the Lees
burg turnpike, they were ambuscaded by a 
force of between 200 .nd 300 men, under 
command of Mosby. Captain Read's com
mand fought well, but were finally driven 
toward the Potomac, in the vicinity of Muddy 
Branch. On receipt of the intelligence, a 
large force went immediately in pursuit, with
out, however, overtaking the enemy, who 
had ten hours the start, and the pursuit be· 
yond Goose Creek was abandoned. Our loss 
was 10 killed ' and 7 wounded. Among the 
former, I regret to say, was Captain Read, a BARON VON MASSOW. 
brave and noble soldier. About 60 of the 
detachment are yet unaccounted for. A report will be sent by mail to-mor
row." 

Fair/ax Court Houu, Fl!6ruaryt3, 1864. 

TYLER to TAYLOR: .. The cavalry sent out last night have returned. They 
followed the route of the rebel cavalry as far as Goose Creek. Mosby had 
about 15 hours' start, and was moving rapidly toward Snicker's Gap. Seven 
wounded men and the bodies of 8 killed have been brought in. About 70 men 
are still unaccounted for. I will telegraph more fully to·night." 
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.ame more e).1:ended, greater numbers were required to 
\rd them from our attacks, and in tbis way ~Iosby with 
few men kept thousands of Federal soldier from active 
V in the front, to say nothing of the damage inflicted by 
e constant a-suults. 1 

hi Ie the enemy were compelled to guard their lines, 
)y had none. \Vhen a body of troops "'us cnt in search 
n it was a very ca. y matter to keep out of their way if 
vy force, or cut off and attack any detachments from 
ain body and harass them on their march; or, by 

g their presence altogether, compel them to return to 
t their own camps. It would have been folly lor our 
lod to have met and fought e\'cry force sent against 
Ie enemy's resources being so much greater than 
e contest would have been too unequal and it would 
lply been a question of time as to when we would be 
lestroyed or drivcn out of the countr '. 
ction chosen by Mosby as his base was well adapted 
Irpo e, having' the Potomac river on the north, the 

I 375 .I/ttll Snll Ollt I" ("Plll"~ Ii . 

• 1 l~wlldl'it1. FtbJ''''lry!!9, lsa4. 
OR, Chitj oj Sfoljf. 

It is reported Ihat Mosby and ~ men nre inside Ihe lines beyond 
Two companies of cavalry from Vienna are in pursuit, and all 

lllo inlercept him if pos~ible. H. 11. WELL. 
Lit'lIf.- C,,/olld 'J"'} Pr')'·"II·,J/'ln/w/·Cmnal. 

T "LOR, 

H L \D')I-ART F'R~ nl\'lSIrIS, 
Ff/'rlr<lr.1' ~9 . J~IJ.~. 

..luis/aliI Adjll',JtlI·Cm~ra/. Dttart",ml "I ,ralnlll,lolI. 

lor to reporl all q~iet. A party or 5 nC .. :\loSIJy's mcn" were 
g near Chichester Mills . .Ii scouting party, consisling of 200 

and of Major Nicholson, Sixteenth New York Cavalr),. was 
to-day to scour the country Crom Annandale to the Occoquan, 
I i thence. between Rull Run battlefield and Centreville, to 

Ing Pan, and around Drancsville. It is supposed Irom in
that a considerable force of the enemy's cal'alry is in our 

rlies of dismounted men . two of 50 and one of 7S men. will 
.perote by ambuscade in the region through which it is be· 

11 be eOlllpelled to pass. 
A. II. GRIMSHAW, 

C%"d, COII/lllondi,,!: DIl~rilm. 
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line of railroad from Washington to Fredericksburg and 
Richmond on the east, and the line of ad vance from Harp
er's Ferry up the Shenandoah Valley on the west-all within 
easy striking distance; and having once occupied this terri
tory he was never driven out. 

Tuesday, March 8.-The heavy rain of last night changed 
to snow this morning, and then again to rain, but towards 
noon the rain ceased, and the cheery sunshine peeping 

MAJOR JERRY A. SULLIVAN, 
Fint New York Veteran Cavalry. 

through the scattering clouds 
mad e it pleasant overhead, 
though the roads were in bad 
condition for traveling. Lieu
tenant Hunter came to Upper
ville and said to those of our 
men he found in town: 

"Colonel Mosby wants 40 
good men to whip 60 Yankees, 
as he wants a few extra horses 
after dividing the captures." 

Rectortown was designated 
as the rendezvous. Mosby ac
cordingly started from that 
place, marching to a pomt on 

Killed In a .kirmisb at Kabletown, Marcb the road from Bristoe Station 
to Greenwich, where we kept 
close in the pines, awaiting the 

approach of the patrol which was sent daily along the road 
for the protection of the Orange and Alexandria railroad. 
When the patrol passed by we charged in their rear. They 
did not tarry to receive the charge, but fled at the first 
alarm, scattering through the woods. We captured only 9 
men and 10 horses. None of our party was injured, though 
a few of the Federals were wounded. [See Mosby's Report, 
Appendix, VII!.] 

lOt 1864-

From a PbotOifapb. 

Wednesday, ~Varck 9.-Company C met to-day at Paris. 
Lieut. A. E. Richards, with between 40 and 50 men, crossed 
the Shenandoah river in the evening, and halted about mid
night a few miles beyond Kabletown. John Chew had ad
Vised Richards of the situation of a picket post near his 
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One day a detail was sent to a certain house with the usual 
instructions to pour out all liquor found on the premises. 
They were met by an old lady who told them she was very 
poor; that she had no other means of gaining a living, and 
it was hard to lose her stock in trade. The boys relented, 
but the Colonel's orders were plain and imperative. At 
last one said: 

." Old woman, have you a big wash tub?" 
". Yes," she answered. 
" Bring it here, then." 
It was accordingly brought and the liquor poured into it . 
.. The Colonel said we must pour out the liquor, but he 

didn't say where we should 
pour it." 

Filling a canteen for them
selves, they went on their way, 
not only rejoicing themselves, 
but leaving the old lady to re
joice also. 

Friday, Al arch 2$ -As Mosby. 
with 6 men, was returning from 
a scout in the Valley, with 4 
prisoners and horses, he stopped 
at a house a few miles below 
Paris, leaving Sergeant Wrenn 
in charge of the prisoners while 
he went into the house. Among 
the prisoners were Sergeant DR. J. R. SOWERS, CO. D. 

\Veatherbee, of Company B, and 
Corporal Simpson, of Company H, Griswold Light Cavalry, 
Twenty-first New York. Corporal Simpson, who had been 
watching his opportunity, pretended to fasten his horse to 
the stile, but really put his foot in the stirrup, suddenly 
sprang upon the horse belonging to l\Josby, drew a pistol 
from the holster, fired at Sergeant Wrenn and galloped 
off. \Veatherbee made his escape at the same time on 
another horse. They were followed to Paris, but it was 
snowing so heavily at the time that it was impossible to see 
fifty yards ahead, and once fairly started the prisoners were 
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'safe from capture. Mosby regretted the loss of his noble 
gray horse, which was a fine animal and a great favorite, 
more than he did the loss of the prisoners. 

Monday, .Man·1t 28.-At a meeting held at Paris, Company 
D was organized. R. P. Montjoy was chosen Captain; Al

fred Glascock, First Lieuten
ant; Charles E. Grogan, Sec
ond Lieutenant, and William 
Trunnell, Third Lieutenant. 

Capt. R. P. Montjoy was a 
Mississippian and entered the 
army as a private in an infantry 
regiment from his native State, 
but he afterwards obtained a 
transfer to Mosby's command~ 

Lieut. Alfred Glascock, of 
Fauquier, first entered the army 
as a private, but was promoted 
to a lieutenancy in Capt. (after
wards General) Turner Ashby's 
Cavalry Company. After the 
death of Ashby he joined 
Mosby, where by his gallant 

·CAPT. ALFRED GLASCOCK, CO. D. conduct he soon attracted the 
From a Photoeraph taken whoD he ... a • f h' . 

Licutcnaat uDdcr Gcn. Turner Aabby. attentIon 0 IS supenors as 
well as of his comrades. 

Lieut. Charles E. Grogan was born in Clarke County, Vir
ginia, but made his home in Maryland. In July, 1861, he 
crossed the Potomac into Virginia and enlisted in Capt. 
William H. Murray's Company, First Maryland Regiment. 
under Colonel, afterwards Gen. George H. Stewart; was 
first under fire at the Battle of Bull Run; afterwards acted 
as aid to Gen. I. R. Trimble, and received his first wound 
at Chancellorsville. where he was officially commended for 
conspicuous service by Gen. R. E. Colston, who in that 
battle commanded General Trimble's Division, Trimble at 
the time being disabled from a wound received at the second 
battle of Manassas. In the battle of Gettysburg, Grogan was 
twice wounded while acting as aid to General Trimble. 
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'Vhen Lee fell back he was left wounded in hospital near 
Gettysburg, and after some weeks was sent with Trimble 
and other prisoners, first to Fort McHenry and thence to 
Johnson's Island on Lake Erie, from which place he made 
his escape, and after a long and 
tedious journey succeeded in 
reaching Virginia, where he 
joined Mosby. 

Lieut. William Trunnell was 
a Marylander, a brave soldier, 
who had by his daring exploits 
won the esteem of the command 
.and of his commander. 

In Company A, Harry Hatch
er, formerly of the Seventh 
Virginia Cavalry, was elected 
Third Lieutenant to succeed 
Nelson, who had been pro
moted to the position filled by 
Lieutenant Hunter, who had in 
turn succeeded to the vacancy 
.occasioned by the death of LIEUT. CHARLES E. GROGAN. CO. D. 

From a Photocraph taken durin, the War. 
Lieutenant Turner. 

On the day previous to the election in Company D, 
Lieutenant Trunnell went over into the Shenandoah Valley 
.on a scout with John S. Russell, John Castleman ar.d a man 
named Coyle, of the Twelfth Virginia Cavalry. On the night 
·of March 27th, near Bunker Hill, they were fired upon by a 
party of Federal soldiers in ambush, and Coyle and Trun
nell were killed, but Russell and Castleman escaped. The 
fact of Trunnell's death was not known until after the elec
tion, and then David S. Briscoe, of Baltimore, was chosen to 
fill the office. 

Wednesday, April 13.-A young man named M. W. Flan
nery, belonging to Company A, was killed to-day near 
Catlett's Station. He had already been twice in the Federal 
-camp, and was approaching a picket with the intention of 
capturing him when the picket ordered him to halt. While 
parleying with the soldier a sudden gust of wind blew open 
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his overcoat, exposing his gray uniform, and the soldier 
fired at him, the ball entering his breast. Flannery thrust 
his handkerchief into his bosom to staunch the flow of 
blood, and drawing his pistol, fired twice at the picket, and 
raised the weapon to fire a third time, but fell to the ground 
before he could pull the trigger. He was a determined man 
and a brave soldier. 

Tucsday, April I9.-It was now rumored that the Federal 
forces camped around Warrenton were contemplating a raid 
through .. Mosby's Confederacy," and with the Cornwell 

and Binn's raids fresh in their 

LIEUT. DAVID S. DRISCOE, CO. D. 

From a Photograph. 

memory, our men were deter
mined to give them a warm 
reception. Mosby ordered 
the command to assemble at 
Somerset Mills, on the road 
from Piedmont to Paris. 
Soon after dark we moved, 
with 180 men, to the woods 
near Mrs. Shacklett's, about 
a mile from Piedmont, where 
we lay concealed, awaiting 
the approach of the raiders. 
Pickets were placed to warn 
us of their coming; wire was 
stretched across the road to 
drag them from their horses, 
as they were expected to dash 

along the road. Every description of old firearms-shotguns 
and muskets, were brought out and heavily loaded with shot 
and slugs. In many cases it was, no doubt, as fortunate for our 
own men as for the enemy that these guns were not dis
charged. Each man then had his revolvers to finish up the 
work of d\!struction. \Ve waited until daylight, when we 
were dismissed, with instructions to meet again at night 
(April 20th). This we did, and with 220 men went through 
the same performance, which was also repeated on the 
night following (April 21st). But the enemy failed to mate
rialize. Whether they had friends among us who gave them 
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In April Lieut. A. E. Richards was promoted to the com
mand of Company B, as appears by the following order: 
SPECIAL ORDER, t HEADQUARTERS 43D BATTALION, 

No. -. I PARTIZAN RANGERS. 
April 26, I86,4,. 

First Lieutenant Adolphus E. Richards, Company C, 
having been promoted by his Excellency, the President, to 
the Captaincy of Company B for gallantry and skill dis
played 10 actIOn, will be respected and obeyed accordingly. 

JOHN S. MOSBY, 
Lieut.-Colonel Commanding. 

Friday, April 29.-A detail of our men being down in 
Loudoun on a foraging expedition, Colonel Lowell started 
from Vienna with a brigade of cavalry, supported by Gen-

eral Tyler's brigade of infantry 
from Fairfax C. H., to drive 
them out and .. gobble up ,. 
Mosby. A body of the Federal 
cavalry came up to Leesburg 
and moved on to Middleburg, 
where they were joined by the 
larger force, and together they 
scoured the country around for 
three or four days. Being so 
vastly superior to us in num
bers, we could not risk an open 
field fight, but by hovering 

MAJOR ADOLPHUS E. RICHARDS, around their camps, making sud
Forty·third Battalion. Virginia Cavalry. 

From a Photograph taken when Cap
tain of Com pany B. 

den dashes and firing on them, 
we kept them from straggling 
and doing more damage. Some 

sharp skirmishes took place at times, in which quite a num
ber were lost on both sides. 

in sight of them about 10 miles of Aldie, and chased them up the pike through 
the town, the rebels scattering in all directions. 

"Lieut. W. L. Hunter, of Co. A, Mosby's Battalion. was taken prisonerdur
ing the chase and brought to this·camp. Two horses were re·taken and I shot. 
One man was wounded sligl.t1y. The party consisted of 50 men. under the com
mand of Mosby himself. They came down to the vicinity of the picket and 
crossed the creek mounted, where a portion of them dismounted and advanced 
on foot to the attack ... 
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When the Federal cavalry entered Leesburg tnere were 
about a dozen of " Mosby's Men" in town. A number were 
in and around the hotel, with their horses standing in the 
street. The Federals were within two hundred yards of 
the hotel when their approach was first noticed by a group 
on the veranda. Ewell Atwell and -- Flack rushed to 
their horses, mounted and dashed off, with the enemy in hot 
pursuit. Flack was shot on the edge of town. Atwell, 
finding his pursuers gaining on him, abandoned his horse 
and jumping through an 
Osage orange hedge, made 
his escape. Will. Devine 
and -- King ran through 
the hotel and out into the 
back yard, the former taking 
refuge in the house of a 
friend of Union sympathies 
and the latter in the Episco. 
pal church; both escaped. 
All who were in the bar-room 
were captured except John 
P. DeButts of Company A. 
He had stopped in Leesburg 
to have his horse shod and 
being cut off from the black
smith's shop, attempted to 
fight his way to his horse, 
but was shot through the 
breast and captured. He 

JOHN P. V.BUTTS, CO. A. 
From a Photopaph talcea in 1868. 

was taken to Fort Delaware, where he was kept a prisoner
for eleven months. 

De Butts joined Mosby soon after he started out as a 
Partisan and some months before his first company was or
ganized. He was one of the 29 who raided Fairfax Court 
House and captured General Stoughton. In the early part 
of the war DeButts served in the First Virginia Cavalry, 
under Col. R. Welby Carter. He was one of 35 men of 
Company H of that regiment who made the famous charge 
near the Henry House at the first battle of Manassas, in 

Digitized by Coog Ie 



160 MOSBY'S RANGERS. 

which 8 men were killed and the majority of the company 
wounded; he having his pistol shot out of his hand and a 
finger taken with it. 

Flack was a member of Company D. His remains were 
taken to his home in Baltimore by his brother a few days 
after his death. 

The Federal Cavalry marched through Bloomfield, by 
Wernels, Quaker Lane and Trapp road to Upperville, cap-

COL. CHARLES RUSSELL LOWELL, JR., 
Second Massachusetts Cavalry. 

lC.il1ed at Battle of Cedar Creek, Oct. 19, 1864, while 
comm.J.nding Reserve Cavalry Brigade of 

Sheridan's Army. 

turing on their way Ed
win Rowzee, George H. 
Ayre, Champ Fitzhugh 
and others. Captain 
Richards followed In 

their rear with about 40 
men and charged them 
near Loughborough's, 
killing one and wounding 
several, and capturing 
one man with his horse 
and equipments. 

The Federals then went 
to Holland's Factory, 
where they destroyed 
and carried off a quan
tity of wool, and after
wards came back to 
Upperville, camping at 
night near Hatcher's 
l\1ills, a short distance 
below town. 

One of our men named 
Ware was shot in the hip while running up the mountain 
above Upperville. 

Salurda)l, Aprtl SO.-Mosby returned to-day from Fair
fax, where he had been scouting with Walter Whaley, 
bringing with him 2 prisoners, a lieutenant and a private, 
with their horses and accoutrements. Lieutenant Glasscock 
came in from the Valley with three prisoners and their 
horses. 
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At daylight on the morning of the 9th we were again on 
our road, passing through an old camp which a sign-board 
informed us had been honored with the name of "Liberty. or 

The logs and stone chimneys of the roofless huts remained 
standing, and scattered around were coffee pots, tin cups 
and cans, old clothing, etc., left by the late occupants. The 
old guard-house and the officers' quarters could be easily 
distinguished among the ruins. We halted in the pine 
woods about a mile and a half from the railroad, while 
Mosby and Sergeant Johnson 
went along the line of the road 
to reconnoitre. In the evening 
he returned, and taking 35 men 
proceeded towards Fredericks
burg. 

The remainder of the men, 
under Sergeant Johnson, were 
ordered to burn two bridges 
near Bealeton Station, and on 
the night of the 9th started to 
perform that task. Go i n g 
through an abandoned camp, 
each man in obedience to or
ders dismounted and picked up 
an empty box, numbers of 
which were lying around, to be 
used in firing the bridges. The 
night was dark, and after riding SERGT. HORACE JOHNSON, CO. B. 

two or three miles, the guide 
said: "Put down your boxes and go back." He had lost 
his way. 

Reaching a piece of woods, the party lay by their horses 
to await the coming of day to see where they were, and in 
the morning found themselves within half a mile of the start
ing place of the previous night. The guide said that 
though born and reared within three miles of the place, the 
whole face of the country was so changed that he could not 
recognize it. 
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Mosby with his party was more fortunate. Detaching 
about a dozen of his men to destroy some bridges in the 
direction of Culpeper Court House, he moved on, intending 
to strike Grant's line of communication between Fredericks
burg and the Potomac river. N ear Belle Plain he dis
covered a wagon train moving towards the Potomac. He 
divided his command, directing Grogan to take one-half to 
the rear of the train and counting off ten wagons, to tell the 

CULPEPER COURT HOUSE IN WAR TIMES. 

driver of the tenth wagon to turn off to the left-that he 
was on the wrong road. This would cause the wagons 
behind to follow, while those in front went ahead without 
the loss being noticed. The ruse worked well and the 
wagons wheeled off out of the road. \V. Ben Palmer was 
then ordered to go to the front with 10 men, stop the train 
and take the remainder of the wagons. Just as Palmer 
started on his mission, a Federal officer rode back from the 
front of the train and said roughly: 
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cavalrymen were observed riding along the pike and Rich
ards, with Charles H. Dear. Boyd Smith and Charles L. Hall 
galloped out and followed them into the village. Spurring 
their horses, they were soon beside the trio and escorted 
them off to the woods, whence they were sent with the 
other prisoners under a guard of 4 men to Fauquier. 

Towards night Richards moved off in the direction of 
\Vinchester. with 12 men, telling them to keep quiet; that 

if they met any Yankees 
he would do the talking, 
and if only a small detach
ment, the Rangers should 
ride up beside them and 
capture them. It was 
raining and darkness 
soon set in. After riding 
about three miles, the 
tramp of horses was 
heard on the pike and in 
a few moments came an 
order to halt, with the 
query: 

.. Who comes there?" 

.. First New York Cav
alry," replied Richards. 

"All right, First New 
York," said the Federal 
o ffi c e r , "we are the 
Twenty-first New York; 
come on. \Ve are the 

MAJOR·GENERAL FRANZ SIGEL. U. S. A. advance guard of a wag
on train." (24 men.) 

Richards then learned that the train, with a heavy guard 
of cavalry, was only a few hundred yards behind. Continu
ing the conversation, Richards said his party was on its 
way to Martinsburg to telegraph to \Vashington that Sigel 
had whipped the Rebs and had gone on to Staunton. The 
Federals replied with a cheer. Richards said he had no 
time to stop. and rode by with his men in single file. As 
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his twelfth man reached the head of the column, they 
wheeled and covering the Federals with their revolvers, de
manded a surrender. The Rangers were proceeding to dis' 
arm them quietly, when a pistol shot was fired and the fight 
became generaL Reinforcements from the main body 
charged up and Richards was compelled to retreat. The 
Rangers escaped by taking to the woods. Charles H. Dear 
was wounded, receiving a ball .in his side. A number of 
the Federals were killed and wounded. (See Mosby's Re· 
port, Appendix, X.) 

Chapman, with his party, proceeded to the vicinity of the 
\Vinchester turnpike, hoping to encounter one of the scout
ing parties of Federals in their 
daily excursions. He overtook 
a detachment of the First New 
York Cavalry, and after a sharp 
skirmish captured 6 prisoners 
and 7 horses, but was compelled 
to retire on the approach of 
the regiment, bringing off his 
captures safely. Lieut. Chap. 
man and Dr. Sowers had their 
horses shot, but none of the men 
were injured. 

Monday, May I6. - Learning 
that a portion of Keyes' com
mand (the Loudoun Rangers) 
had crossed the Potomac and 
were then in Loudoun Count)·, 
Captain A. E. Richards started 

CHARLES H. DEAR, co. E. 

From a Photograph taken during the War. 

from Bloomfield with 30 men, hoping to have a brush 
with them. We reached Hillsborough about 10 o'clock 
at night and getting on their trail, followed on to \Vater
ford, near which place we halted. Shortly after daylight 
on the morning of the 17th we approached the town, 
keeping out of sight behind a hill, while Richards with two 
men went into town to draw the enemy out. He was soon 
observed and fired upon, and 6 of Keyes' men gave chase. 
following nearly to where we were concealed. As Richards 
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8 men was seen approaching, and, upon being halted, told 
Mosby to dismount and advance. "No, I will not," said he; 
"ho\v do we know who you are?" \Vhile the conversation 
was going on, some of the Rangers manreuvered to get in 
the front and rear. Mosby then demanded their surrender, 
and the whole patrol was captured, without firing a 
shot. 

Mosby to-day rejoined the command, which had, in the 
meantime, moved to a point a few miles from Guard Hill. 

At Guard Hill was a picket post of about 75 men. Stop
ping at a house near by, Mosby questioned a man regarding 
the position, numbers, etc., of 
the picket. The man tried to 
persuade him to give up the 
idea of attack, saying that the 
force was too heavy; that they 
had been reinforced; that 
there were 250 cavalry and 50 

or . 60 infantry at the post, 
and that the cavalry were 
well mounted. 

" That is so much the bet
ter," said Mosby; "two horses 
apiece and good ones at that." 

The post was in the pines, 
but we did not know its exact 
position. Lieutenants Samuel 
Chapman and Nelson went 
in to reconnoitre and were 
twice fired on. Dismounted 
men were then sent in ad-

SERGT. THOMAS BOOKER. CO. E. 
From a War·time PhotogTaph. 

vance, and moving cautiously in the rear until near enough 
to charge, the order was given. Firing a volley, we 
dashed into the camp. The Federals fled on foot, taking 
refuge in the thick woods. They were heard talking at a 
short distance, when another volley silenced and scattered 
them. The horses tied around were driven off, and the men 
helped themselves to the spoils of the camp. Some horses 
were left on the road, but 66 horses were brought away, 
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On the morning of the 30th we marched down the Valley 
turnpike, entering Middletown about daybreak. Few of the 
inhabitants were then stirring, and quiet reigned in the little 
town. Occasionally a face would appear at some half-opened 

window and then suddenly dis
appear, after which the door 
would open and a fair lilY-Of
the-Valley would be seen com-
ing forward with a supply of 
bread and milk, which was very 
acceptable to our hungry men. 
At one house a door was opened 
and a man stepped out. He 
looked as though he had but 
recently left his bed. Rubbing 
his eyes, he gazed at us in sur
prise, as if unwilling to believe 
his senses, then suddenly ex
claimed-" Rebels, by God!" 
His evident surprise and the 

OSCAR DECATUR MILLER, co. E. earnest manner in which it was 
expressed were amusing, and 

caused a ripple of laughter along· our line. As we ap
proached Newtown, Mosby alld a few men, riding in 
advance, captured a picket of 3 men. 

Between :VIiddletown and Newtown' we saw the smoking 
remains of a train of wagons which had been captured and 
burned by Major Harry Gilmor during the night. Near 
by a heavy smoke rolled upward from a barn, the property 
of a lady. It had been set on fire by the Federals in re
taliation for the destruction of the train. I 

1 Newtown was formerly called Stephensburg, after Peter Stephens, its 
founder. It is now called Stephens City. It is 8 miles south of Winchester. 

Middletown is 5 miles south of Newtown. 

IHEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF WEST VIRGINIA, t 
/" tke Field, at Rude's Hill, Va., May 30, 1864. \" 

Major T. QUlNS, Commanding First New York Cavalry: 
MAJOR: You will detail from your command 200 men, with the proper com

plemenlof commissioned officers, to proceed to Newtown to-morrow morning 
at 3 o'clock, for the purpose of burning every bouse, store and outbuilding in 
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General Hunter, commanding the Federal forces in the 
Valley, had in the latter part of May issued a proclama
tion, in which he said: 

"For every train fired or soldier assassinated, the house 
and other property of every secession sympathizer residing 
within a circUlt of five miles shall be destroyed by fire; and 
for all public property taken or destroyed, an assessment of 
five times the value of such property will be made upon the 
secession sympathizers 
residing within a circuit 
of ten miles around the 
point at which the of
ence was committed." 

These citizens upon 
whom Hunter proposed 
to retaliate were no more 
responsible for our acts 
than the most loyal citi· 
zen of the North,. and 
they were powerless to 
prevent them. This 
brutal edict was in keep
ing with other acts of 
Hunter. General Early, 
in his " Memoirs," enu
merates some of the 
barbarous outrages of 
Hunter, such as the 
burning of the Military MA}.-GEN. DAVID HUNTER, U. S. A. 

Institute at Lexington, 
with its contents, including its library and scientific appara-

that place, except the churches and houses and outbuildings of those who are 
known to be loyal citizens of the United States. You will also burn the houses, 
etc., of all rebels between Newtown and Middletown. You will spare the house 
and premises of Dr. Owens, at Newtown, he having been very kind to our 
wounded soldiers; and where the burning of the house of a rebel would en
danger the property of a loyal citizen, the house or outbuildings of the rebel shall 
not be burned. You will report back to these headquarters, making a written 
repon of the expedition. 

This by command of the major-general commanding. 
I am, Major, very obediently, yours, 

P. G. BIER, Ass;'(llnt Adjlltanl·Gm"al. 
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tus ; the plundering of Washington College, and the burning 
and plundering of private houses. On page 43, he says: 

.. On this day (July 2d) we passed through Newtown, 
where several houses, including that of a Methodist min
ister, had been burned by Hunter's orders, because a part of 

Mosby's command had attacked 
a tram of supplies for Sigel's 
forces at this place. The orig
inal order was to bum the whole 
town, but the officer sent to exe
cute it had revolted at the cruel 
mandate of his superior and 
another had been sent who but 
partially executed it, after having 
forced the people to take an oath 
of allegiance to the United States 
to save their houses. Mosby s 
Battalion, though called 'guer
rillas' by the enemy, was a regu
lar organization in the Confed
erate army, and was merely 
serving on detached duty undc'r 
General Lee's ordcrs. The at
tack on the train was an act of 
legitimate warfare, and the or

COL. HARRY W, GILMOR, C, S. A., ders to burn Newtown and the 
Second Maryl=d Battalion. 

From a War·time PhotOl[l'llph. burning of the houses mentioned 
were most wanton, cruel, unjust
ifiable and cowardly."! 

We were now ordered to leave the pike and go into a 
piece of woods a short distance off, as a train was observed 
coming up the turnpike. Mosby and a few men went out 
on the pike for the purpose of drawing the cavalry from the 
train. Company A was then to charge them in front and 
Companies Band C to cut them off and attack them in the 
rear. Captain Chapman, with 40 men, was in the meantime 
to charge on the train, drive off the remaining guards and 
secure the horses, etc. 

The cavalry advanced and fired on Mosby, but when 

• A Memoir of the Last Year of the War for Independence in the Confederate 
Slates of America. By Lieutenant-General Jubal A. Early. New Orleans ~ 
Published by R1elock & Co. 1867. 

Digitized by Coog Ie 





Digitized by Coog Ie 







MOSBY'S RANGERS. 179 

hearts and our thoughts were constantly turning back to 
the fair ladies of Charlestown and the rich fare our more 
fortunate comrades were enjoying. A cloud of dust rising 
on the road leading to Harper's Ferry warned us that the 
enemy was approaching, and soon a dark blue line fringed 
the edge of the woods. 

"They are coming, Walston," said I. 
" Yes," said Walston; "you go in and tell Nelson and I 

will stay here and watch them." 
I galloped in and finding Lieutenant Np.lson, reported to 

him . 
.. You get the men in line, 

while I go out and see what 
force there is," said Nelson. 

He rode off, but soon came 
back, saying: "Boys, I can 
whip them if you will only 
stand by me." 

"How many are there?" 
asked one of the men. 

" There are about 60, but we 
can whip them, I know. Two 
of you men ride out there and 
draw them up the pike." 

We then formed behind a 
little hill, while the two men 
went out, and soon we heard 
the yells and shouts of the 

JAMES J. WILLIAMSON, CO. A. 
From a PhotDiraph taken in 186S. 

Federals as they came dashing up the pike. Nelson ordered 
us to draw our pistols and move off at a walk. We did so, 
riding through a narrow strip of woods in a line parallel 
with the road and towards the advancing enemy. We 
moved off by twos, instead of fours as we usually charged. 
so that by lengthening out our line we made our force ap
pear as large as possible. As we commenced moving, the 
Federal column appeared, rushing over the hill, and seeing 
us then for the first time, they reined up and gazed at us in 
amazement. No doubt the small force advancing against 
them aroused their su~picions. A number of our men had 
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gone into Charlestown, and others were scattered among 
the houses in the neighborhood, so that we had only 23 men 
then with us. For only a few seconds the enemy hesitated 
and at the command raised their carbines and fired a volley, 
doing no other damage than to shower a few leaves on our 
heads from the trees beside us. Being on the hill and we 
below them, when they hastily raised their pieces the shots 
naturally went over our heads. 

"Now, boys," said Nelson; "charge them!" and before 
they could drop their carbines and draw pistols, we dashed 

J. w. HAMMOND, co. B. 
(Light Coat). 

ad 
JOHN B. PROUT. CO. A, 

(Dark Coat). 

Prcm a Photograph taken in March, z863. 

with a yell in amongst 
them, firing in their faces. 
They turnoo their horses, 
and as those in front 
pressed on the ones behind 
them, the whole body be
came panic stricken and 
retreated in the utmost 
disorder. Back over the 
hill they went, and when 
we reached the top we saw 
them descending the other 
side, a struggling mass of 
men and horses. Those 
behind the hill seeing the 
head of our column driving 
back their comrades, did 
not wait tv ascertain our 
force, but joined in the 
headlong flight. We 
dashed on at their heels, 
firing into them, and fol
lowed them closely to 
Halltown. The pike was 

smooth and clear-a good road for a chase-and we gave 
them no time to rally. 

Nelson did not have a man injured, while the Federals lost 
3 killed, a number wounded, 25 prisoners and 28 horses. 

One Federal soldier who was wounded fell from his horse. 
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behind time, and after waiting some time. Mosby concluded it 
had passed, so he determined to capture the garrison and de
stroy the stores. 

Sending out parties to cut the telegraph wires, in order to 
prevent the garrison from communicating with the sur
rounding forces, he posted his men, placed his gun in posi
tion and then sent Captain Richards with a flag of truce to 
demand the surrender of the post. The force, consisting of 
45 infantry. surrendered without firing a shot. Our men 
took what they wished from the captured stores and then 
set fire to the camp and store-houses. (See Mosby's Report. 
Appendix, IX.) 

After our forces had united, quite a large body of troops 
was sent out from Harper's Ferry. They followed us for 
some distance. and we twice formed in line of battle expect-

ing an attack, but each time they de
clined an engagement. Sending the 
prisoners and horses forward with 
the other companies, Cumpan:y A fol
lowing as a rear guard, we returned 
unmolested. 

Mosby, who with a few men re
mained behind in the neighborhood 
of Charlestown. saw a party of 7 
F.ederal cavalry approaching. They 
charged Mosby, who returned the 
compliment. severely wounding 2 of 

JAMES N. MILLER, co. D. them and capturing 4, together with 
From .. Photograph. Th F d I ·d h 6 horses. e e era s sal t ey 

had been sent out on picket, but they were no doubt sent 
to watch our movements. 

Early on the morning of the 30th we returned home by 
way of Paris. The men had brought a large quantity of dry 
goods, coffee. etc., from the captured stores at Duffield 
Depot, and these looked charming to the eyes of the poor 
people of the "Confederacy," who had not seen the inside 
of a store for two or three years. The long line of prisoners 
and captured horses and equipments, and the large United 
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. and we were ordered to cross. Captain Richards, with 
Company A, then dashed into the river, followed by Com
panies Band D, carbineers wading on our flanks, the Feder
als firing on us from the opposite shore. Another shell 
went screaming overhead, and away went the Federals 
scampering along the tow-path. 

Once across the river we pushed ahead on the tow-path, 
but when opposite the Point of Rocks were forced to come 
to a halt. The Federals, after crossing the bridge over the 
canal, had torn up the flooring so that it was impossible to 
cross. On a hill near the 
camp was a small earthwork 
which commanded the 
bridge, and from this shelter 
the enemy kept up a brisk 
fire. Richards immediately 
set men at work tearing 
boards from an old building 
near by, with which to repair 
the bridge. In the meantime 
Lieut. Harry Hatcher ran 
across on the bridge tim
bers, hauled down the flag 
from the flag-staff in the camp 
and brought it over in tri
umph, amid a shower of 
balls. Men were then dis
mounted and, under Capt. 
A. E.' Richards, crossed the 

LIEUT. HARRY HATCHER, co. A. 
From a Photograph taken during the Wu. 

bridge in like manner and drove the Federals from their 
entrenchments. 

By this time planks had been laid and the command 
swept over to the town and set fire to the camp and to a 
canal-boat. The Federal forces fled-the cavalry in the di
rection of Frederick and the infantry concealing themselves 
in the mountains, so that but few were captured. 

We cut down telegraph poles and cut the wires, breakmg 
the communication between Harper's Ferry and Washing
ton. A quantity of goods was taken from the stores in the 
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town, but a great portion of them was returned or sold for 
the benefit of the owner. ' Although this was a hazardous 
enterprise, we sustained no injury. 

While we were in possession of the town a train of cars 
came along the railroad, but the gun was brought into play 
and the train sent back. 

The telegraph operator ran off and hid in the mountains, 
where he remained until we had aU left. He afterwards re

turned and sent off several des
patches. Finding himself unable 
to give all the details in a teleg
ram, he wound up by saying" the 

SERGT. CHARLES LANDON 
HALL, CO. C. 

From a Photograph taken during the 
War. 

devil was to pay generally." I 
On the 5th we remained along 

the river the greater part of the 
day, making demonstrations as if 
to cross, and sharp-shooters were 
kept busy on the river banks. The 
Federal forces on the Maryland 
side meanwhile had been rein
forced by 230 men of the Eighth 
Regiment Illinois Cavalry, under 
Lieut.-Col. Clendenin. 

Sergt. Charles L. Hall, with 1 Z 

men, crossed over a short distance 
below, and near Monocacy cap
tured and brought off a few 
prisoners. 

In the evening we moved off in the direction of Leesburg, 
within a few miles of which place the command halted, and 
after feeding our horses, unsaddled and prepared to pass the 

lJ/()lIQcacy, July 5,1864. 

TYLER to LAWRENCE: .. The Rebel cavalry left Point of Rocks last even
ing after robbing the people and stores of money and such goods as they 
wanted to carry into Virginia. They were Mosby's men and were not over 120 

strong. Our scouts saw them leaving and could count them. We can get 
nothing from Harper's Ferry. The Washington troops I sent to Monrovia to 

be armed and supplied with ammunition there, were in no condition for service 
on their arrival here. '. 

Digitized by Coog Ie 





188 MOSBY'S RANGERS. 

a fierce hand-to-hand struggle took place between them 
Forbes made a savage cut with his sabre at Richards, inflict
ing a severe wound on his shoulder, but Richards finally 
forced him to surrender. The Federals were all well armed 
and fought desperately. 

Mosby had 7 men wounded: Henry Smallwood, mor
tally; William Davis, Thomas Lake, Hugh T. Waters, 
Frank M. Woolf, Thomas W. T. Richards and Robert S. 
Walker. 

Forbes lost 17 killed, about 40 wounded-12 or 15 mor
tally, and 57 prisoners.!11 Over 100 horses were captured. 
A number of horses were wounded, and 12 were left dead 

FRANK M. WOOLF, co. A. 
Shot through the hand Dec. __ , 1863; 

wounded in the knee, July 6, 1864; 
shot though the neck, Sept. 4, 1864. 

on the field, which presented a 
sad sight. The ground was 
strewn with guns, pistols, blank
ets and equipments of all kinds i 
dead and wounded were lying 
around: horses, wounded and 
maddened with pain and fright, 
dashed wildly over the battle
ground, while others lay trem
bling, or rearing and falling, 
unable to stand. Skinner's 
house was used as a hospital, 
and Doctors Dunn and Sowers 
were busily engaged in attend
ing to the wounded. Were
mained until near midnight, 
w hen we moved off to Middle
burg. 

Colonel Lowell came up to Mount Zion the day after the 
fight with a force and buried the dead Federals and carried 
off the wounded. Four dead soldiers, however, were found 

• The Massachusetts Official Reports give the following names of the killed 
in this fight belonging to the Second Massachusetts Cavalry: Corporal Sam. C. 
Hanscom, San Francisco; Corporal James McDonald, San Francisco; Privates 
Owen Fox, Braintree, Mass.; John Johnson, Spencer; Patrick Riordan, Scitu
ate; Chas. W. Rollins, Boston; Cornelius Tobin, Marlborough, and Wm. F. 
Dumasey, Warwick. 
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several days after the fight and were buried by the citizens.3 
July 9.-Command met at Upperville, and proceeding 

down Loudoun, pressed a quantity of corn, which was sent 
back for the use of the battalion. On the I (th we marched 
to the Potomac and crossed at Conrad's Ferry into Mary
land. We moved on to Poolesville, burning some block
houses on our way. On the 12th we went to Seneca Mills, 

• R~porl 0/ Col. CI,ar/u R . L()w~II, Jr. , SN01t,( .l/ass. Cat'alry, Comma1tdi,~s: 
Brigade. 

Xmr Falls Church, Va., July 8. l/)'q. 

COLONEL: I have the honor to report Major Forbes' scout as complete as is 
yet possible. I have not talked with Lieutenant Kuhls or Captain Stone, who is 
badly wounded, but send what I learned on the ground. 

Major Forbes left here with ISO men (100 Second Massachusetts Cavalry, 50 
Thirteenth New York Cavalry) Monday, f. m. Tuesday, a. m., went througb 
Aldie, and found all quiet toward the 
Gaps. Tuesday. p. m., went by Ball's 
Mill to Leesburg. Heard of Mosby's 
raid at Point of Rocks, and learned that 
be had sent four or five wagons of plun
der through Leesburg, under a guard of 
about 60 men, the afternoon before. 
Heard nothing of any other force this 
side of the ridge. He returned that 
night to the south of Goose Creek, as di
rected, and, on Wednesday, a. m., went 
again by Ball's Mill to Leesburg. Still 
heard nothing of Mosby or any force. 
From wbat I learn from citizens. I think 
!\Ioeby passed between Leesburg and 
the Potomac some time on Tuesday, 
crossed Goose Creek, and moved west· 
ward toward Aldie on Wednesday; 
learned of Major Forbes' second vi1it 
to Leesburg, and laid in ambusb for bim 
at Ball's Mill. Major Forbes returned 
from Leesburg by Centre's Mill (4 miles 
above), came down by Aldie, and halted 
for two or tbree hours about one and a LIEUT . ..cOL. DAVID R. CLENDIo:N1N, 
balf miles east, on the Little River Pike i E~hth lUinois Cavalry. 
wben Mosby learned this he moved 
south and struck the pike about one and a quarter miles east of the Major's 
position, being bidden till he had reached about half a mile west on the pike. 
Major Forbes was duly notified by his advance guard, mounted his men, and 
moved tbem from the nortb to the south of the pike. As the rear was crossing, 
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thence to ~Iuddy Branch, where we found a deserted camp 
of the Eighth Illinois Cavalry from which the forces had hur
riedly departed, leaving tents standing, with bales of hay, 
bags of oats, saddles, bridles. and every description of camp 
equipage lying around. Thes:! we burned, together with 

Mosby fired one shell from his 12·pounder (the only time it was tired). 
which burst entirely too high. As Major Forbes formed on the south. his 
advance guard, which had dismounted and fired as Mosby ('arne uP. fell back. 
still keeping a little north of the pike, and took an excellent position some· 
what on the flank. Up to this time, I think, all the dispositions were admir-

CAPT. SAMUEL C. MEANS. 
Independent Loudoun (Virginia) Raqers. 

(Federal) 

able. Major Forbes' two squadrons 
were formed, his third squadron and 
rear guard not formed but nearly so, 
and no confusion. Mosby's men, who 
were not in any order, but were down 
the road in a .. nick," had just reached 
the fence comer some 225 yards off, and 
a few had dismounted, under a fire 
from the advanced guard, to take down 
the fence. When two panels of fence 
were down tbe men trotted through for 
about 75 yards, and came gradually down 
t.) a walk, and almost halted. Major 
Forbes' first platoon was ordered to fire 
with carbines. Here was the first mis· 
take. It created confusion among the 
horses, and the squadron in the rear 
added to it by firing a few pistol shots. 
Had the order been given to draw sabres 
and charge, the rebels would never 
have got their gun off. but I tbink Major 
Forbes, seeing how uneasy his horses 

were at the firing, must have intended to dismount some of his men. At any 
rate, he attempted to move the first squadron by the right flank. The rebels 
saw their chance, gave a yell, and our m~n, in the confusion of the moment, 
broke. The two rear squadrons went off in confusion. Attempts were made. 
with some success, to rally parts of the first squadron in tbe next field, and 
again near Little River Church, one mile off. 

Captain Stone was wounded here, and I believe all the non·commissioned 
officers of A and L Companies present wounded or killed. There was little 
gained. I have only to report a perfect rout and a chase for five to seven 
miles. We lost Major Forbes, Lientenant Amory, and Mr. Humphreys (Chap
lain), from Second Massachusetts, and Lieutenant Bums, Thirteenth New York 
Cavalry, prisoners, all unhurt. Captain Stone. Second Massachusetts, and 
Lieutenant Schuyler. Thirteenth New York, very badly wounded. Lieutenant 
Kuhls alone came safely tocamp. Of men, we lost, killed outright: ,. Second 
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of Ashby's Gap. On their march a caisson exploded, kill. 
ing one and wounding 5 men and 2 horses. 

A large tree, known as the" Big Pop·lar," marks the cor. 
ner where the three counties of Loudoun, Fauquier and 

BREVET MAJ.·GEN. GEORGE CROOK, U. S. A. 

From a War-time Photograph. 

Clarke unite in the Gap, and at this place the Federals 
posted a picket of one squadron from the Twentieth Penn. 
sylvania Calvary. Capt. Wm. H. Chapman, of Company 
C, after reconnoitering the position, divided his command, 
and with Lieutenant Fox attacked the post, killing and 
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us about two o'clock next morning, and that he would then 
push on and attack the train just before daylight. 

After dark we moved off, and when near the Leesburg 
and Snickersville pike the command was halted. Lieutenant 
Nelson galloped out 
towards the road, on 
approaching which 
he was saluted with 
three or four shots. 
He then discovered 
that a train was pass
ing along the road, 
but too hea,-ily guard
ed to be attacked with 
our small force. Cav
alry flankers were out 
on either side of the 
road, some of whom 
passed near enough 
to Lieut. Samuel 
Chapman to have 
touched him, he hav
ing crept out to the 
roadside and con
cealed himself in a 
bush to observe the 
passing train. The 
infantry were firing 
into the woods as MA].-GEN. HORATIO G. WRIGHT, U. S. A-

they passed along, 
either at imaginary enemies, or to frighten away any real 
ones who might venture to approach. We moved along 
and tried to cross the road at another point, but found it 
blocked with infantry. At several places where we at
tempted to cross, the road was also filled with troops. 
Not being able to fathom the mystery surrounding us, 
it was decided to fall back from the road and wait until 
daylight, wh;!n the meaning of the manreuver would be 
revealed. 
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We traveled all the rest of the night, crossing Short Hills. 
and on the morning of the ~I'st of July halted at the foot of 
the mountains, where we fed our horses, while scouts 
were sent out to the turnpike. They soon reported that 
the Sixth Corps, under General Wright, was marching back 
to Washington. 

Lieut. Harry Hatcher, with 15 men, started off immedi
ately, while the rest of the command were ordered to 
follow as soon as the horses were given a little rest. 

When we came out on the grade we found Hatcher with 
83 prisoners that he had picked up on the road. The men 
with broken down horses were sent back with the prisoners 
and we moved along the turnpike to Purcellville. The 
Federals had all passed and the road bore evidence of their 
passage: fences destroyed j the cavalry had ridden through 
corn fields, trampling down the corn and feeding their 
horses on the tops; skins of calves and hogs, with heads and 
feathers of poultry, etc., were scattered around, with now 
and then a dead horse. We picked up a few more prison
ers, mostly stragglers, and at dark moved on to Union, and 
thence home. 

During the day 104 prisoners, in all, were gathered up by 
our men and sent South. 

THE NlGHT MARCH. 
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Cheek's Ford Companies A and D were' ordered to cross. 
Carbineers were dismounted to wade the river on our 
flanks, and by the time they reached the river bank we 
heard the sharp crack of carbines. The command" For
ward!" was gi ven by Lieu.tenant Nelson and we dashed 
into the water; the head of the column was on the towpath 
before the sharpshooters had crossed. There were but 7 
Federal cavalrymen on picket at the Ford-one had gone to 
the blacksmith's shop to have his horse shod-and the re
maining 6 were captured. Along the towpath we went at a 

gallop, the dust rising in such 
a cloud that I could not see 
the man riding in advance of 
me. 

When we reached Noland's 
Ferry we saw Company B 
in the river in the act of 
crossing. We then moved 
on to Adamstown, at which 
place there were a couple of 
stores, over which Lieuten
ant Nelson placed a guard 
and allowed nothing to be 
disturbed. Telegraph poles 
were cut down and wires cut. 
Here we separated. Com

CAPT. SAMUEL ~'. CHAPMAN. CO. E. pany If, after moving down 
From a PbotogrRl'b taken during tbe Waz. towards Monocacy, returned 

and recrossed the r i v e r . 
Companies A and D pushed on to within a mile and a half 
of Barnesville, and by the Sugar Loaf to the Mouth of 
the Monocacy, where there was a picket post of the Eighth 
Ilhnois Cavalry of about 35 men We now learned that 
the Federal forces were on our trail and would seek to cut 
us off from the river. 

Coming in sight of the picket post, Lieut. Harry Hatcher, 
with 25 men, was sent around to get in their rear. While 
Hatcher's party moved off to accomplish the task assigned 
to them, Lieutenant Nelson with the rest of our men pro-. 
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ceeded slowly along to the river, to draw the attention of 
the enemy. 

The picket post was on a high bluff overlooking the road 
and commanding the ford. As we came in sight the plckets 
opened fire and we remained for a time in the road, an ex
posed target, unable to return their fire. They were armed 
with carbines and from their position were able to fire 
directly down on our ranks, while, even had we possessed 
carbines, our shots would have fallen harmless or passed 
over their heads. One of our men,lohn H. Alexander, was 
struck in the side of the head by one of the balls which whis
tled around our ears, or struck the ground under our horses' 
feet, knocking up the dust in a 
lively manner. Being t h u s 
placed under fire for a good 
purpose, though an honorable 
position, was a very uncomfort
able one. We soon heard a yell 
over the hill, and the sharp 
cracking of pistols, which an
nounced the arrival of Hatcher 
among them. We could see 
those who were on the edge of 
the bluff firing at us, turn in 
their saddles, fire a few shots 
and then scamper off. Four or 
five Federals were killed in the 
attack and 22 prisoners were 

LIEUT. JOHN J. FRAY, 

AniUery Company, 4]C1 Batta1ion VirKiD;a 
brought off. Hatcher had no CaY&iry. 

one hurt, but several horses be-
longing to his party were shot-one killed. One of- our 
men, Cunningham, fell from his horse; the horse came out, 
but the rider was left behind. We recrossed the river, 
bringing 40 horses more than we took over with us. 1I 

I Pooluvill~, July 31, 1864. 

WAITE to RAYMOND' "Cheek's Ford, first above Monocacy. where Moshy 
crossed yesterday, is unguarded, leaving my right exposed. When IS of my 
men were fighting Mosby's whole command yesterday, I am informed, Major 
Thompson was within supporting distance. My loss in that affair-Lieutenant 
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In a very entertaining sketch of this little raid, written by 
John H. Alexander, of Company A, and recently published 
in the Leesburg jl1irror, he says in conclusion: 

\Ve then pushed on up the river to reach the ford at 
Noland's Ferry before another detachment of Yankees, who 

CAPT. PETER A. FRANKLIN, 
Artillery Company, 

43d Battalion Virginia Cavalry. 

were coming down the river, 
should get there. We barely 
made it, too. I crossed over 
with the prisoners among the 
first. But the enemy came up 
in time to make it hot for 
our rear guard. Cab. Maddux, 
even in those days, made a 
rather attractive mark, but as 
the bullets were splashmg the 
water around him, his charac
teristic solicitude for others 
was manifested. See i n g a 
comrade in arms struggling 
through the waves some dis
tance off and not receiving that 
attention from the Federal sol
diers which he thought due to 
his rank, Cab. cried out at the 
top of his voice, .. Hurry up. 
Major Hibbs! Come along. 
,Majur!" The Yankees at once 

t:-ansferred their shower baths from Cab. to the Major, 
wh0 showed his appreciation of the former's self-sacrifice 
by spluttering out to him that he was .. -- respectful 
all at once." 

As Dr. Sowers was dressing my wound at a farm house 
on this side of the river (the Virginia side) Harry Hatcher 
-------- - -

Delaney wounded, 2 men ki1\ed, 3 wounded, 7 or 8 prisoners and about 2S horses 
and equipments captured." 

lIfonocQC)', July 31, 18/J4. 

TYL~:R to WALLACF.: .. By the disgraceful conduct of Lieutenant Van Ness, of 
the Third New Jersey Infantry, in charge of the detachment guarding the Poto· 
mac from the mouth of Monocacy to the Point of Rocks, one man was killed 
[and] a lieutenant [and] 15 men of the Eighth l11inois Cavalry captured near 
Noland's Ferry yesterday by Mosby's thieves. It is reported they captured 
about 200 horses from citizens on this side. Colonel Clendenin reports the con
duct of the lieutenant as cowardly in a superlative degree." 
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came up and offered this consolation: "Never mind, John
nie, old boy; I killed one of them Yankees for that." 

When we returned to the Virginia side we found that 
Company E had crossed in our absence. Men came in say. 
ing they had been cut off and had lost a great number of 
men. This, however, proved to be an exaggeration. It ap
peared that the Federals had been stirred up by Nelson and 
Hatcher and wished to cut off their retreat by taking pos
session of the fords in the neighborhood. Company E was 
proceeding along when they 
discovered a force of Fed-
eral cavalry immediately in 
their front. See i n g the 
force was too strong for 
them and advancing rap
idly, they turned back to 
the ford. They now found 
that another detachment 
was hurrying on to reach 
the ford in advance of them 
and cut them off. Both par
ties then had a race for the 
ford. Company E had no 
time to spare, for as they 
were in the river in the act 
of crossing, the Federals 
were firing at them from 
the shore. One man fell LIEUT. FRANK H. RAHM, 
from his horse and ,~as ArtiIIcry Company 43d Battalion Virginia Canlry. 

From a W ..... time Photograph. 

drowned. Several sprang 
from their horses and swam over, catching their horses as 
they came out on the Virginia shore. 

When the companies had all united, a report was brought 
in that the Federal troops had crossed the river and were 
following us. A halt was ordered and the Battalion drawn 
up in line of battle. It was now about dusk. The guns 
were unlimbered, and one of the howitzers was placed in 
the road, the other in a field so as to command the road. 
The companies were posted on either side of the road, a 
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portion of them in a cornfield. After waiting some time ex
pecting an attack, scouts came in and reported that no force 
had crossed the river. We then quietly resumed our home-

JOHN C. KANE, co. D. 
(light luit) 

JAMES C. KANE, CO. D. 
(dark Iuill 

From A War-time Photograph. 

ward Journey. (See 
Mosby's Report, Ap
pendix, X.) 

Sunda)', July 31.
Sent off prisoners, 22 

in all, and led horses. 
Orders were sent for 
remainder of com
mand to meet at Up
perville and join us. 
At night we camped 
n ear Hillsborough, 
tying our horses to 
the fences, and lay 
down to rest. We 
were now in a land 
of plenty, with good 
blue grass and corn 
for our horses, and 
bread, meat, cheese, 
pies and milk for 
ou rse I ves. So we 
rested until Monday 
evening, when we 
moved off to Snick
er's Gap, crossed the 
Shenandoah at Cas-

tieman's Ferry and camped for the night about two miles 
from the river. 

TUesday, August 1J.-\Ve went through Kabletown and 
thence to Charlestown. Mosby with two or three men 
started off towards General Early's headquarters and we re
turned home. 
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Lieutenant Nelson, taking 15 or 20 men, started to capture 
two picket-posts on the old Braddock road. One of these, 
suspecting an attack, moved off, but the second party was 
attacked and pursued by Nelson to within 3 miles of Alex
andria. Three only, with their horses, were captured.' 

Mosby said the Federals 
would come out to look 
after their pickets and then 
he would attack them. 

After Nelson's depart
ure, Mosby moved on 
with the remainder of the 
command, 38 men in all. 
\Vhile rid i n g a Ion g 
through the pines, a party 
of the Thirteenth New 
York Cavalry, who -were 
in ambush, fired from 
their place of concealment 
on our vedettes, \Valter 
Whaley and George M. 
Slater, wounding Slater 
in the leg, and his horse 
in the neck. After firing, 
the Federals fled in the di-

LIEUT. GEN. JUBAL A. EARLY, C. S. A. rection of Fairfax Station, 
where they united with 

a company of the Sixteenth New York Cavalry and thus re
inforced, they thought themselves more than a match for 
Mosby. 

As Mosby came up with them, he heard the Federal 
officer give orders to his men to deliver a fire with their 
carbines and then charge with sabres. :Mosby did not 

, A /txondl'l'o A It.fllSt 9, 1864. 
WELLS to TAYLOR: •• About 40 guerrillas attacked my pickets near the 

telegraph road last night at II o'clock. Charged on a small reserve and cap· 
tured 2 horses and 2 men of the Sixteenth New York. They then retreated 
toward Burke's Station. I am not yet satisfied that the officer in charge of the 
picket or the men composing the reserve did their duty, but am investigating 
and shall report to-day." 
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wait for them, but immediately gave the order to charge, 
and our men, drawing their pistols, dashed on with a yelL 
The Federals fired a volley (wounding Frank Turner) and 
then fled. They were completely routed and lost 6 killed, 
including Capt. J. H. Flem 
ming, of the Sixteenth New 
York, who was in command; 
Captain McMenamin, of the 
Thirteenth New York, a lieuten
ant, and a number of privates 
were wounded. Twenty-seven 
prisoners were captured, with 
37 horses. s 

(See Mosby's Report, Appen
dix, XI.) 

Friday, August 12.-Command 
met at Rectortown, and passing 
through Snicker's Gap, Mosby 
crossed the Shenandoah with 
about 330 men and 2 small how· 
itzers. Scouts brought in the 

GEURUt. M. SLATER, co. E. 
From a War·time Photograph. 

intelligence that a large train with supplies for Sheridan's 
• HEADQlTARTERS CAVALRY BRIGADE, I 

N~ar Falls CIzurdz, Va" August 9, 1864. f 
LAZELLE to TAYLOR: "I have the honor to report that two panies sent out 

from this command, consisting of 30 men each, met yesterday afternoon at 
Fairfax Station, and that while united and acting together were attacked by a 
force of rebels, variously estimated at from 40 to 50 men, and were completely 
dispersed and routed. Citizens report that Mosby himself was in command of 
the rebels. So far as known our loss is as follows: Capt. J. H. Flemming, Six
teenth New York Cavalry, missing; 33 men missing; 39 horses missing. The 
number of these killed and wounded is not yet known. Captain Flemming, 
who, at the time of the attack, had command of the party, is reponed killed; no 
other officers are lost. I have nothing to report except disgraceful mismanage
ment and consequent complete rout of our men, and a second Aldie disaster. 
A board of investigation has been called to ascenain who is responsible, and 
examine into and report upon the facts in the case. It will be forwarded with a 
complete statement in regard to the affair as soon as possible. A strong party 
was sent out this morning to the scene of the disaster to pick up stragglers and 
what wounded men could be found. Nothing has been heard from the force sent 
above Leesburg. They had orders to communicate any intelligence of impor-
lance. " 

In a later report, dated August 10th, Colonel Lazelle says: I. Since last 
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and behind stone fences, from which they kept up an inces
sant fire until dislodged by a charge or a shell. Captain 
Franklin, with Lieutenants Fray and Rahm and Sergeant 
Babcock of the artillery, handled the gun well and did 
good service. 

One party sought refuge in a brick church in the suburbs 
of Berryville, from which they for some time kept up a 
murderous fire, killing Welby H. Rector, of Middleburg, and 
wounding Lieutenant Wrenn and killing his horse. Sergeant 
Edward Rector, of Company A, was also wounded. The 
howitzer was brought to bear 
upon the church and the enemy 
were forced to retire. A body 
of infantry on the right took up 
a position behind a stone fence, 
and in an orchard, and seemed 
determined to hold their ground, 
but Captain Chapman charged 
and drove them out. Lewis 
Adie, a gallant young soldier, of 
Leesburg, was killed in the 
charge, and C. H. \Valker, of 
Company C, severely wounded. 

The head of the train was at 
BerryvIlle and extended for a 

CHAS. H. WALKER. co. c. 
long distance along the pike. Wounded at Berryville. August 1]. 1864. 

Mules were taken from the 
wagons and the wagons then set on fire. The whole line 
presented a scene of the wildest confusion. The booming 
of cannon, the bursting shell, the rattling of musketry 
and the sharp crack of the pistols mingled with the yells and 
curses of the contending forces; the braying of mules and 
the lowing of cattle were heard together with the cries 
and groans of the wounded. In the road, horses and mules 
were dashing wildly about like mad; wagons upset-some 
blazing or smoking. Teams running off at a furious pace, 
which it was impossible to check, would attract the notice 
of some of our men, who, riding alongside, would set fire to 
the wagon, and as the smoke curled up. the frightened mules, 

\, .. 

. -
\ 
\ 
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Stevenson, in his History of the First New York (Lincoln) 
Cavalry, referring to this affair, says: 

., The watchful Mosby had struck Sheridan's wagon train 
at Berryville on the 13th of August 
and captured and destroyed nearly 
the whole train, carrying off all the 
baggage of the cavalry corps and 
causing considerable commotion at 
headquarters. The train was guarded 
by Kenly's Maryland Brigade of 100 
day's-men and-they-offered but feeble 
..resistance. 

/ "General Sheridan was not yet 
acquainted with Mosby's strength 

to fall back from his advanced posi- . 
and tactics and deemed. it prunent ~. ) 

• BRIG. EN. JOHN R. KENLY. 
" , bon to avoid a repetition of the raid u. s. A. 

"'ttpon his trains." --
Encouraged by the success \vhich had crowned his efforts. 

Mosby determined to continue his assaults on Sheridan's 
lines and thus cripple his movements. A number of small 
detachments were sent out .by Mosby in various directions, 
and their vigilance and activity is shown by the tenor of 
the dispatches taken from the Records of the War Depart
ment at Washington,l 0 

10 General Max W~ber, Harper's Ferry, Aug. Bth, to Captain Parsons, 
Sheridan's Assistant Adjutant·General, says: .. Mosby is already between Har
per's Ferry and your command, and last night captured and paroled the Tri6un~ 
.correspondent. " 

Lieutenant-Colonel Taylor, Chief of Staff, Washington, Aug. 12th, to Brig
adier-General Wilson: .. The major general commanding directs that you hold 
in readiness a good and reliable regiment of your command to escort Colonel 
Chipman, Aide-de-Camp, bearer of dispatches, to Major-General Sheridan." 

Chipman to Secretary Stanton, Aug. 14th, says : .. Arrive·\ this a. m., 6 
-o'clock, baving marched 90 miles in 24 hours. Mosby's gang hung on our flank 
between Goose Creek and Snicker's Gap, firing into our rear at the Gap." 

Captain Harrison, at Martinsburg, Aug. 14th, to General Kelley, says: "Sev
eral ot our scouts here say they cannot get through to Sheridan, Mosby having 
driven them back." 

Major Waite, Eighth Illinois Cavalry, Aug. 14th, writing to Washington 
says: .. A number of squads of rebel cavalry seen on the Virginia side to-day, 
all along my line, from Monocacy down as far as Great FaIls. Think they are 
watching for stragglers or orderlies with dispatches." 

Colonel Chipman, Harper's Ferry, Aug. 16th, to Secretary Stanton: .. Guer-
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Mosby divided his force as follows: Company B, under 
Capt. A. E. Richards, moving off in the direction of Charles
town; Companies C, D and E, under Capt. W m. H. Chap
man, to operate in the neighborhood of Berryville; while 
he (Mosby) proceeded with Company A to the road be. 
tween Harper's Ferry and Charlestown. 

In retaliation for our attacks, the Federal soldiers, acting 
under orders from their superiors, proceeded to wreak their 
vengeance on the defenseless 
citizens, and the burning and 
destruction, commenced by Hun. 
ter, was resumed. 

Our scouts, in their search for 
information last night, captured 
a picket-post of the Fifth Michi
gan Cavalry, near Castleman's 
Ferry. There were but 4 men 
on post: I was killed, I wounded 
and the remaining two captured. 

As Captain Chapman moved 
on with his command, he saw 
the house of Mr. McCormick in 
flames, and learned that it had 
been set on fire in retaliation for 
the killing of the picket. 

A little further on, the Rangers 
came upon another, the resi
dence of Mr. Sowers. Here the 
women and poor little children JOHN A. SAUNDERS, co. D. 

were gathered in a forlorn and 
weeping group in a corner of the yard, gazing on the blazing 
pile of what was once their happy home. As our men rode 
up and looked upon the pale, upturned, pleading faces and 
met the looks of utter despair there pictured, they felt that 
it would be mockery to offer sympathy or express regret, 
and driving their spurs into their horses, they dashed on in 
pursuit of the destroyers. On they went, like bloodhounds 
on the trail. Soon they came in sight of the houseburners, who 
were then in the act of destroying the residence of Colonel 
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carbine. The shot tore a hole through Patteson's hat, car. 
rying away one.half of a black plume worn there. Before 

the Federal cavalry' 
man could ride over 

WM. W. PATTESON, CO. C. 

From a Photograph taken durin, the War. 

him or get in another 
shot, Patteson killed 
him with a shot from 
his revolver. The 
man carried a bundle, 
tied up in some bed
clothes, containing a 
quantity of silver· 
war e and jewelry 
which he had taken 
from some of the 
dwellings burned by 
this party. 

After moving off 
with Company A, 
~Iosby recrossed the 
Shen andoah and 
again crossed at Rock 
Ford. Here he di. 

vided Company A into three parties, one under Hatcher, 
another under Wiltshire, and one he reserved for himself. 
All returned to Fauquier, after operating on the Federal out
posts, bringing prisoners and captured horses, without losl) 
or injury to themselves. 
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have been taken by dismounted men, with a loss which 
would not have justified the attempt. One point in our 
mission had been gained: the enemy were well stirred up 
and reinforcements for the Valley were not likely to be 
taken from this part of the line. 1 

------
1 R~p(}rt oj urpt. j. ScllIIdd~r. Sixtt'mt" ,V~W York CaT'alry. 

HDQRS. DETACH. SIXTEE:"ITH NEW YORK VOL. CAV., 
Amlandak Stockade, Va., Aug. £5, 1864. 

SCHNEIDER to LA.NSING: "Inclused I have the honor to forward a report of 
the repulse of Mosby's forces in an attack on the stockade at Annandale, Va.: 

Wednesday morning. at 13 minutes to 5 o'clock the camp was alarmed by 3 
~hots fired by the picket ()n the Fairfax Court House road; immediately after 
which the rebels who had taken the picket, consisting of I sergeant and 3 men, 
fired about 3 shells into our camp; 
then a detachment of about tOO 
men charged up toward our en· 
trance; being received there by 
a \'olley, they swerved to the 
south, surrounding the south and 
east side of our camp. A flag 
of truce was sent, demanding, in 
Colonel Mosby's name, the sur
render of our camp. Under 
CO\'cr of this flag of truce they 
advanced their 2 pieces (field) to 
within 300 or 400 yards of our 
camp-one on the southwest, the 
other on the northwest corner. 
The question of surrendering 
being answered in the negative in 
the most decisive terms, they 
commenced to bombard our camp 
in good earnest, one piece throw
ing shell, the other one grape, 
After firing nearly a dozen more 
shots, they sent another flag of 
truce on the northwest side, LOUIS REARDON, CO. E. 
w her e Captain Mickels had 
chuge of the defenses, who told them not to come with any more flags of 
truce, as he would not respect them, which same answer two bearers of flags 
of truce received from me on the east side of the camp during a tour of inspec
tion I made around the abatis. Finding their persuasions, both in shelling and 
negotiating, of no account, they, being probably warned of the appro:lch of re 
enforcements, after some further demonstrations, sent their field-pieces up the 
Fairfax Court House road, and then they themselves slowly retired. I had 
seen about 250 or 300 men and had no means of ascertaining their correct 
number, and thought it only a feint when they left; therefore I did not make 
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The Eighth Illinois was undoubtedly at the time the best 
cavalry regiment in tile Army of the Potomac, and General 
Sheridan, with the view of driving out Mosby, ordered all 

COLONEL WILLIAM GAMBLE and 
MAJOR HENRY W. SAWYER. 

Eighth Illinois Cavalry. 
From a War-time Picture. 

any demonstration to pursue 
them, although Companies B 
and C had their horses in 
readiness. The attack lasted 
nearly one hour and a half, 
and they fired from thirty to 
forty cannon shots, besides 
some small- arm practice. 
They wounded 2 horses of 
Company A and deranged 
some of our quarters and Com
pany C's stable (old barn). 
The casualties on the rebel 
side, as far as we can learn, 
were one man and 3 horses 
killed and 3 men wounded. 
We also learned that their 
force was over 400 men when 
they passed the Court House. 
Mrs. Tennison, who lives east 
of the camp, refused the laun
dresses to come in her house, 
and told them • to get away 
from here into your camp,' 
harboring at the same time 
some of the rebel leaders with 
whom she was acquainted. 

Finally, I have to state, that both officers and men, with but very few excep
tions, behaved splendidly . 

.. N. B.-The re-enforcements arrived too late to be of any service to us, as it 
was two hours and ten minutes from the first shot to their arrival, under Major 
Horton, Sixteenth New York Volunteer Cavalry." 

August e4lk, -
LAZKLLE to DE RUSSEY: "The attack at Annandale has ceased, and the 

rebels withdrew, perhaps with the intention of attacking some other part of my 
picket line. The attacking party is said to have consisted of from less than 
200, to 300, even to 500 men, with two pieces of artillery, all under Mosby." 

In another despatch, same date, he says: "On learning of the attack every 
available man was sent out from here to give relief." 

LANSING to LYELL, Thirteenth New York Cavalry, at Lewinsville: 
.. Another attempt will doubtless be made somewhere along our line, either 

during the day or to-night. The point selected will probably be at your stockade. 
The colonel commanding directs me to tell you to caution your pickets and your 
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brief communication from General Augur to General Sher. 
idan, September I, 1864: 

.. Major Waite has returned from Upperville, in the vicino 
ity of Snicker's Gap; reports no rebel forces in that vicinity 
except Mosby's. He brought in 30 men and 30 horses, and 
destroyed a good deal of property. No wagons can be 
found to bring off supplies in any quantity." 

Saturday, September 3.-Command met at Rectortown. 
)fosby divided 'his force, reserving the First Squadron for 
himself, while the Second 'Squadron, under Capt. Wm. H. 
Chapman, moved off through Ashby's Gap and halted for 
the night near Shepherd's Mill. John Russell was sent on 
a scout to Berryville, from which 
place he returned before midnight 
with the report that a heavy force 
of Federal cavalry had passed 
through Berryville, going towards 
Front Royal. Chapman deter. 
mined to follow them up, not know. 
ing that the Federals had met with 
a repulse and that Anderson with 
Kershaw's division had driven them 
back.' 

As Chapman approached the 
pike a short distance above Berry. 
ville, he saw a cavalry skirmish line 

LlEUT.W. BEN PALMER, CO. E. 
along the top of a hill in his front. FromaPaintin~madedurin~theWar. 
The country was rolling and the 
main body was completely shut outfrom view. Captains Wm. 
H. and Samuel Chapman, with Company C, moved off to the 

• It was decided that Anderson must return to Winchester, and start for 
the Blue Ridge again by a more southerly road, carrying him past the Union 
left. Early therefore withdrew his whole army across the Opequon-after a 
spirited skirmish at Berryville, in which Torbert, returning from the left, was 
involved-Anderson's trains going first. The Eighth Corps had that morning 
been ordered to fall back to Clifton; and five days after, with Custer's and 
Lowell's brigades of Merritt's division, it was sent across to Summit Point, to 
assure the right flank and the communications with Harper's Ferry. Crook's 
ambulance train, during these operations, was, in Sheridan's language, "at· 
tacked and badly stampeded by six of Mosby's Men."-The Shenandoah Valley 
in 1864. By George E. Pond. New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 1883. 
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right, in order to see what force there was behind the hill. leav
ing Lieutenant Palmer, with Company E, in a little lane facing 
the skirmishers. Captain Chapman told Lieutenant Palmer 
to remain where he was and await orders, whilst he went off 
some distance, but still keeping in sight. He soon sent back 
Frank Angelo to Palmer with orders to charge the skirmish 
line, as well as the regiment on the other side of the hill; 
that he (Chapman) would charge downlhe pike at the same 
time. Palmer quickly led his men through the lane, at the 
end of which was a closed gate. He ordered Robt. Jarman 
to get down and open the gate. As Jarman attempted to 
swing back the gate he was killed by a shot from one of the 

. LIEUT. FRANK FOX, CO C. 
Mortally wounded September 3. '864. in a 
fillht with the Sixth New York Cavalry. 

skirmishers in front. Palmer 
then ordered Ben. Iden to dis
mount and open the gate; he 
met the same fate as Jarman. 
A third man was ordered to 
open the gate, but he hesitated. 
As there was no time for delay, 
Palmer sprang from his horse, 
threw open the gate, and, 
quickly remounting. led Com
pany E over the hill, driving in 
. the skirmish line and charging 
the regiment, which proved to 
be the Sixth New York. Cap
tain Chapman came up at the 
same time with Company C, 
and the Federals, who were 
marching in a column of fours, 
had no time to reform before 

From a Photograph taken in the early 
part of the War. they were attacked. Their com-

mander called out to his men: 
" Fall back to the woods and we will give them hell there I " 
They retreated toward the woods and attempted to rally, 
but Chapman and Palmer pushed them so hard that they 
broke and fled in disorder. They were pursued for a mile, 
having a number killed and wounded; 30 prisoners and 38 
horses, with equipments, were captured. Our loss was Jar-
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man and Iden, killed; Lieut. Frank Fox and Clay Adams, 
mortally wounded, and several others slightly wounded. 

Lieut. Frank Fox, of Fairfax, was wounded in the arm and 
his horse carried him into the ranks of the enemy, where he 
was taken prisoner and carried to Harper's Ferry. His arm 
was amputated, and he died some days after at Sandy Hook. 
He was not only 
a brave officer, 
but his genial 
nature had won 
him many 
friends. His loss 
was deeply felt 
by all. 

Clay Adams, 
being deaf, was 
exem p t from 
military duty, 
but he entered 
the service and 
proved a brave 
and faithful sol
dier. He was 
shot through the 
body and had 
his lower limbs 
paralyzed. John 
Russellandafew 
companions 
went over the 
river at night 
and brought him MAJ.-GEN. ALFRED T. A. TORBERT, U. S. A. 

to the house of 
his father, at Paris (near Ashby's Gap), where he lingered for 
some months, when death came to his relief. 

General Torbert's cavalry came in sight before the fight 
was fairly over, but a few shells from Anderson's batteries 
sent them scampering off in the direction of Charlestown. 

We will now return to Mosby. After leaving Rectortown 
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with the First Squadron, numbering about 90 men, he had 
proceeded by way of Bloomfield to Snicker's Gap. A heavy 
rain came up, which lasted all night, and, the road being 
rough, we wly and ha top of the 
mountain, y until daylig rning of the 
4th, and th to Myer's F henandoah. 
Mosby, wi ossed the ri ut, leaving 
the squadr eutenant Nel e of woods 
near the Ford. Captain Richards, takmg a few men, also 
crossed, but learning that a Federal scouting party was on 
the east side of the river, he recrossed, and, taking Company 
B, started in pursuit. He followed the trail until it crossed 
our track of the previous night, when they turned and 
crossed th . king the Fed returned to 
the Valley, nt back Com Nelson and 
started off en on a scou ppon. 

1 had be at the Ford, elieved re-
joined the the woods, t ridle, loos-
ened the saddle gIrth, and, haltering my horse to a tree, with 
a bunch of fodder before him, lay down to sleep beside him. 
I did not imagine there was an enemy on our side of the 
river and thought the only danger would be from the other 
side, at the Ford, where I had been stationed, and of which 
our pickets us ample wa 

I was su ened by the earms and 
saw our m their horses. ut into the 
open grou voods, I saw Nelson, of 
Company ant Horace J ompany B, 
rallying the men, whIle a body of Federal cavalry was charg
ing around the point of woods. For a second I hesitated 
whether to mount my horse as he was or to put on the bridle, 
but soon decided. Hastily putting on my bridle, I sprang into 
the saddle, and as I did so felt a crushing blow in my right side, 
which for t eprived me he ball was 

I Horace Jo d in the Black 
joined Mosby rgeant of Comp 
dence, near Re a, on the 20th of 
of his age, and rne to its last res 
of the Black Horse Cavalry. 

ut afterwards 
d at his resi

the 73d year 
old comrades 
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partly spent, and must have been fired by some one far in 
the rear of a party who were then advancing through the 
woods. It passed through my jacket and, striking the ribs, 
glanced off. W m. Walston, who was beside me, said: "Are 
you much hurt?" Just at the time I could not speak, but 
after catching my breath, said: "I don't think it is much." 
Looking around, I saw a body of our men running down h!ll 
towards a gap in the fence, 
closely followed by the enemy, 
who were firing on them. 

Seeing our men were com
pletel y demoralized and flee
ing in all directions, our only 
alternative was to get out as 
best we could, so, both being 
well mounted, we rode down 
with a pack of blue coats at 
our heels, and leaping the 
fence to the left of the gap, 
were soon making our way 
across the field, while our pur
suers turned and rode through 
the gap. This lengthened the 
distance between us, yet they 
kept on our track, yelling and 
shooting. The bullets whis
tled sharply in our ears, but 
this only urged our horses 
to redoubled speed. "Hold 

WM. R. STONE. CO. A. 
Wounded at Myer'. Fo~, Sept 4. 18~. 

From a Wanime Photograph. 

on to old Bob." said Walston, "and he will bring you out 
all right." After we had cleared a second fence, our pur
suers again turning off to go through an opening, we felt 
ourselves comparatively safe. 

We afterwards learned the attacking party was Captain 
Blazer's Independent Scouts. 8 He had been informed that 
we were at the ford, and came upon us unawares. Lieu
tenant Nelson and a few men, who were first in their saddles, 

• See Blazer's Report. Chapter XXI. 
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said Mosby. Owen again rode out, whistling one of the 
airs then popular among the soldiers, and as they came up, 
presented his pistol and called on them to surrender. They 
appeared astonished and hesitated. 

" Talk it out quick," said Owen, "or I will open on you." 
A voice replied: "I surrender, sir." 
" What do you all say in the wagon? " asked Owen. 
" We surrender; we surrender," came a chorus of voices 

from the inside. 
Owen then told one man to get out, the others to hand 

their guns out one at a time, and made the man bend them 
over the stone fence and drop them on the other side, he 
keeping the party covered with his pistol. 

He then made the driver take the ambulance and 
prisoners to the woods, where he told Mosby to take them 
quickly; that he saw another 
ambulance about half a mile 
distant. As he had taken the 
first so easily, it encouraged 
him to attempt the capture 
of the second. He rode up 
laughing, as he called on 
them to surrender, and they 
seemed to regard it as a joke, 
for they, too, laughed as they 
gave up their arms and joined 
their fellow prisoners. 

There were 14 prisoners 
in all, among them one: 
gaudily dressed lady, who 
said she had married General 
Banks' Corps Commissary, 
at Baton Rouge, La., six JOSEPH w. OWEN, co. B. 
months before. She was From a Photograph taken when a Member or 

Mosby'. Command. 
much frightened, drew out 
her purse, and told Owen to take all she had, if he would 
only release her . 

.. I do not rob women," said Owen. 
There was also a boy riding a cream-colored horse 

Digitized by Coog Ie 







23 2 MOSBY'S RANGERS. 

his officers, having a sentinel at the front gate and another 
at the rear of the house. Russell's plan was to take the 
sentinel quietly from his post, and then, while two of his 
companions covered the two officers with their pistols, three 
of the Rangers were to take Sheridan out, mount him on 
the spare horse and ride off as quickly as possible. They 
crept stealthily out of the thicket, but one of the men, being 
too hasty, advanced on the soldier when he should have 
waited until his back was turned, and was challenged. 
When he attempted to seize the trooper's carbine the man 

pulled the trigger and the report 
brought a score of cavalrymen of 
Sheridan's escort to the scene and 
Russell and his party scampered 
off, with bullets whistling around 
them. They were well acquainted 
with the country, howe~er, and 
once under cover had no difficulty 
in making their escape. 

After the election, several de
tachments were sent out; one, 
under Lieutenant Russell, going to 
the Valley, while Mosby touk out a 
party for a scout in Fairfax. 

LIEUT. JOHN S. RUSSELL, In the neighborhood of Falls co. C. 
From a War-time Photograph, Church, Mosby thought to capture 

a quartermaster's establishment. 
While reconnoitering the camp with two men, he discovered 
a butcher sleeping beside a beef he had killed. The man was 
brought out, with his horse, in spite of his vigorous protest 
against what he thought was a joke played on him by some of 
the" funny boys" in camp, The camp being poorly guarded, 
Mosby sent a party to bring out a number of horses, but 
before this could be accomplished the camp was alarmed 
and the attempt was abandoned. 1 Mosby then sent all the 

1 LAZEl.LE to TAYLOR, Sept. 15th: .. I omitted to state in last evening's report 
that a party of 8 guerrillas had found its way night before last into the slaughter 
yard attached to the brigade commissary department, carrying off with them 
one man and one horse." 
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Capt. \Villiam H. Chapman, collecting about 40 men, 
reached Upperville some hours after the Federals had left, 
and cutting across the mountains, attacked the party in the 
Gap, killing and wounding a number, recapturing all the 

BRIG.-GEN. GEORGE H. CHAPMAN AND STAFF. 
From a War-time Picture. 

prisoners and most of the horses, and also capturing 18 
prisoners and 40 horses from the enemy. 

When the main body at Snickersville heard the firing, 
they hurried on to the scene of conflict, and Captain Chap
man drew off his men, bringing out all his captures safely. 

storms prevented speedy movement which would perhaps have brought the 
column to Aldie in time for some success, and prevented a movement towards 
Middleburg and Rector's Cross-Roads, as intended. After the third day the 
men and horses subsisted on the country, as directed. Twelve horses were 
taken from suspected rebel citizens, and all suspected houses searched on the 
line of march." 
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He lost one man, Joseph Johnson, of Leesburg, killed, and 
3 wounded. He also had 2 horses killed.' 

• HEADQUARTERS SECOND BRIGADE, THIRD CAVALRY DIVISION, 

. &ptnnkr 171", 1864. 
CHAPMAN to SIEBERT: .. I have the honor to report that with 400 men of 

this command, I started from this camp on the evening of the 15th instant at 
10 o'clock, on an expedition to Ashby's Gap for the purpose of developing what 
force of the enemy were rendezvoused there or in that vicinity. Crossing the 
Shenandoah River at the ford near Snicker's Gap, I there detached 5S men; 
under Captain Compson, Eighth New York Cavalry, with instructions to pro
.ceed up the river on this side the ridge and across the mountain into Ashby's 
Gap, while witb the main body, I crossed through Snicker's Gap and proceeded 

ED. HURST, CO. A. 
From a Photograph taken in the early part 

of the War. 

along the eastern base of the mountain 
to Paris, which place I reached shortly 
after sunrise. Soon after arriving at 
Paris small parties of the enemy's 
horsemen began to show themselves on 
the surrounding heights, but at safe 
distance, and they continued to watch 
my movements during the day. Once 
they charged upon my rear guard, but 
were easily driven off. Returning, I 
passed through Upperville and reached 
SnickersviIle at 2 p. m., where, the 
men being much fatigued, I ordered 
an hour's halt, sending forward one 
squadron of the Eighth New York, Cap
tain Bliss commanding, into the gap. 
Captain Compson was also in the gap, 
having crossed from Ashby's to Snicker's 
Gap by a road on the mountain ridge. 
About an hour had elapsed and the men 
had mostly fallen asleep, when they were 
suddenly charged upon by a force of 
from 50 to 80 of the enemy, and, being 
stampeded by the surprise, a number 

were killed, wounded and captured before I reached the scene of the encounter 
with the main body. They had approached the Gap across the mountains and 
-charged down an easy slope, and they retired by the same way, pursued for 
two miles by my men. It was near sundown, and in the exhausted state of 
men and horses I did not deem further pursuit expedient . 

.. Captain Compson had captured J2 of the enemy. but they were recaptured. 
From citizens I ascertained that Mosby was wounded some time ago, and had 
gone to Richmond. Judging from indications, I should estimate the force oper
ing under Mosby and his colleague at from 200 to 250. If they have any en
.campment it must be in the neighborhood and beyond Upperville." 
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outnumbered and that it was useless to resist; while the 
prisoners first captured were under the impression that 
Chapman had carried them into a Confederate camp. Un
der cover of night, these little delusions were readily en
couraged and converted into practical helps by our daring 
Rangers. Eighteen prisoners, together with 22 horses and 6 
mules, were brought out by Chapman and his little party on 
this occasion. 

W. F. LINTZ, CO. C. 
From a Photograph taken after the War. 

and turned over our command. The 
Major said to us that an escort was 
going on to Washington with the cap
tured colors, and we would return to 
Winchester and there await its coming. 
Major Fry, Captain Brown, Lieuten
ants Stone, Gilman, McIntire and Pres
sey returned to Winchester; I became 
separated from the party in Winchester, 
but saw the escort come into tOlVn, and 
reported to the commanding officer. 
He requested me to look my party up, 
as he said they were to start in half an 
hour. I tried to find them, but could 
not. I find, on getting down to Har
per's Ferry, that Major Fry, Captain 
N. H. Brown, Lieutenants F. P. Stone, 
A. E. Gilman and Geo. H. Pressey, 
hearing the escort had passed through 
Winchester by the Martinsburg road, 
galloped on (as they supposed) after 
them, and about 5 miles from Win

chester were attacked by Mosby's men, fired upon, and all but Lieutenant Gil
man killed or made prisoners; he escaped by returning to Winchester. It was 
just dark as they started from Winchester. In looking for the party in the 
morning, not knowing then what had become of them, although I heard a 
rumor in Winchester that a party of officers were captured by some of Mosby's 
men the night before, and also 2 sutlers' wagons destroyed, I found myself 
left by the escort, and came on to Harper's Ferry alone, unmolested, and 
reported to General Stevenson. From Harper's Ferry I came with my horses 
to Camp Stoneman; found Lieutenant Gilman here." 
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"Why, Sam, we've whipped them," returned Franklandr 

as he reluctantly obeyed orders. 
Alternately fighting and retreating, Chapman fell back 

towards Chester Gap, the heavy mass of cavalry pressing 
on all sides, as if to overwhelm the little band. A Federal 
officer, Lieutenant McMaster, of the Second U. S. Cavalry, 
with a small party, had approached by the Chester Gap 
road, with the intention of cutting off some of our men 
who were seeking to escape by crossing Hominy Hol
low, and as they made their appearance in our front, Lieu
tenant McMaster waving his sabre and urging his men 

to follow, our men naturally sup
posed the enemy were seeking to 
throw a force in our front, to cut off 
all avenues of retreat. As they wildly 
rushed on, McMaster's horse was 
killed and he, a brave, dashing fellow, 
fell riddled with bullets from our 
rough-riders, who rode over him in 
their flight. Fifteen or 20, in all, 
of the Federals were killed and 
wounded. Two of Chapman's men 
were wounded, and 6, Thomas E. 

THOMAS E. ANDERSON, Anderson, -- Carter, -- Overby, 
One of the~~ ~:SbY" Mcn Lucian Love, Lafayette Rhodes and 

Killcd at Front Royal by -- Jones, were taken prisoners and 
CUlter's Command. h afterwards barbarously hung or s ot 

by their captors in retaliation for the death of the Federal 
officer (McMaster) who, they alleged, was killed after he had 
surrendered. 

Lieutenant McMaster was killed in the excitement of a 
fight, by men who were seeking to escape from a superior 
force, and who were fighting for their lives. It is hardly 
possible at such a time to say whether he had an opportunity 
of surrendering, for the affair was only of a few moments 
duration. The 6 unarmed, defenseless men who were after
wards murdered were put to death in cool, calm moments 
by men who had time to deliberate, and the act was sanc
tioned by the Federal officers in command. Three were 
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taken out and shot, while 2, Overby and Love. were hung 
to a tree in sight of the town of Front Royal. and a paper 
pinned on the breast of one read: " Such is the fate of all 
of Mosby's gang." 

The sixth and last victim was Lafayette Rhodes, whose 
home was in Front Royal. He fled up Happy Creek, but 
was pursued and captured. The townspeople all knew of 
the executions before he was brought back. As he was car
ried through the streets his old mother, whose only support 
he was, rushed out and clasping her 
arms around his neck, pleaded with all 
the eloquence of a fond mother's love 
that the Federals would spare the life 
of her son. But deaf to all her en
treaties, they rudely unclasped her 
arms, and pushing her roughly to one 
side, carried their prisoner outside of 
the village and put him to death. 

Our men were much excited when 
they heard of this outrage, and some 
of the more impulsive ones proposed LAFAYETTE RHODES, 

CO. D. 
retaliating upon some prisoners then One of tbe six Mosby's Men 

in our hands. The prisoners J' ustly fear- Killed at Front Royal by 
Custcr·. Command. 

ing an immediate resort to retaliatory 
measures, entreated to be spared, and said it was very hard 
to make them suffer for the deeds of others; that they did 
not kill our men after surrendering and had no such orders. 
Wiser counsel prevailed. however. The men agreed to 
wait until Colonel Mosby returned, before acting in the 
matter, and the prisoners were sent off to Richmond. 1 

1 In a letter written to Capt. Walter E. Frankland, Thomas Moss of Alexan
dria makes mention of this affair as follows: 

.. I remember distinctly the charge and driving back the Yankees, and whilst 
shooling the best I could, I felt a hand on my shoulder and heard these worcls: 
, For God's sake, come out from here!' I can almost feel the touch and hear the 
words now. On lOOking around I found it was you. There was not another one of 
our comrades in view. We passed through a small piece of woods and on com
ing out to the opening I saw the main column of our boys passing through a 
gap in the fence. I went lO the left and jumpe:J the fence. Harry Hatcher 
called out to form on the hill. He, with Fount. Beattie, Ab. Minor and myself 
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Among the" characters" in the Battalion was one Robert 
W. Eastham, familiarly known as" Bob Ridley." Of a rest
less, roving disposition, he was never idle. A fight or a 
foot race, a fox hunt or a raid, were equally gratifying to 
him. He would often start off with two or three compan
ions, and seldom returned without prisoners and horses. 

On the day previous to the fight near Chester Gap he 
was scouting in Custer's rear with Joseph Foy, John 
Kirwin, Frank Kennerly and Joseph Griffin Near Guard 
Hill they captured 2 couriers with dispatches for General 
Custer. A little further on, they saw a Federal soldier rid-

fell in line. It was then that a regiment of the enemy came in between us and 
our main body. We passed down the hill and came upon about 20 of the enemy 
in charge of prisoners. We charged and routed the guards, and I was fortunate 

in saving Beattie's life by shooting a man 
who bad his pistol within 12 inches of 
Beattie. I then caught a horse, which I gave 
to Overby, but before be could mount be was 
captured. Beattie and I then ran down 
the road a short distance and turned and 
went up intoa piece of pine woods. While 
there the enemy sent out a picket of 40 
men, who stopped just below where we 
stood. Beattie told me to remain and 
watch until he could collect some of our 
men and capture the picket post before 
reinforcements could be sent from Front 
Royal. I remained there nearly all day, 
until after the enemy had left. I could see 
there was something going on in Front 
Royal and beard the shots, but did not learn 
until afterwards the fate of our comrades." 

Dr. R. C. Buck, of Orlean, Va., in reply 
to my letter, wrote: 

.. I saw this fight, and from a distance 
R. W. EASTHAM, .. BOB RIDLEY," saw the killing of Rhodes, who was a friend 

co. D. and playmate of mine. I saw Overby and 
From a Photograph. Carter just before they were hung. They 

were taken by their captors to Petty's wagon 
yard, and as I passed by them Gen. Custer and staff rode along the street. The 
Yankees were taunling the poor fellows. who stood up proud and defiant and 
apparenlly unmoved. I recollect the appearance of Overby; he was standing 
with his hat and coat off, his wavy bl~ck hair floating in the breeze. I never 
saw a finer specimen of manhood." 

Digitized by Coog Ie 





o 
US· ,. 
N· 

iii 
IT 
'< 

C) 
o 
~ ....-

(i) 

l! ... 

Scr~t. A. G. Babcock, W. W. Gosdcn, W. Il. Palmer, John Munson, Sergt. T. Booker; Charle. Pax>on lin bac~round). 

r~E BIVOlJAG. 











MOSBY'S RANGERS. 249 

road. Thi3 company is to act as couriers between the tele
graph office with the Construction Corps and Major-General 
Sheridan's headquarters. You will, therefore, select the 
company whose commanding officer and men are most reli
able, and who are best fitted for this very important duty." 

In all this preparation to reconstruct the Manassas Gap 
Railroad (which had been destroyed by Stonewall Jackson) 
and thus open communication between the army of Sheridan 
in the Shenandoah Valley and the Army of the Potomac by 
way of the Orange and Alexandria Railroad, Mosby was 
not forgotten. Halleck to Grant, October 4, says:' 

.. In order to keep up com
munication on this hne to 
Manassas Gap and the Shen-
andoah Valley it will be 
necessary to send South all 
rebel inhabitants between 
that line and the Powmac, 
and also to completely dean 
out Mosby's gallg of robbt'rs 
who have so long infested lI,at 
district of country, and I 
respectfully suggest that 
Sheridan's cavalry should be 
required to accomplish this 
-object before it is sent else
where. The two small regi
ments under General Augur 
have been so r,ften cut up b)' 
,JlIosby's band tltat they are 
cowed and useless for that pur
pose." 

General Stevenson pro
posed using Cole's cavalry 

BRIG.·GEN JOHN D, STEVENSON. 

District of Harper', Ferry. 

for their destruction, and wrote from Harper's Ferry to 
General Halleck: 

.. There is a body of about 400 guerrillas (Mosb,ts and 
White's bands) infesting the country around Berryville, and 
between Bunker Hill and 'Vinchester, cutting off small par
ties and threatening our trains. I have here (dismounted) 
the First Maryland Cavalry. They are about 500 strong, 
They are good men, and as I have placed their worthless 
colonel in coventry, I think if they were armed with Sp'en
.cer rifles or carbines, well mounted, and make these guernllas 
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road station through a tract of woodland, dismounted. tied his 
horse to a tree, and in advancing on foot up the hill near the 
station, saw in the darkness (it was raining slightly) shown 
in relief against the sky to his left, an object so motionless 
that he thought it was a high-cut stump or a dead tree. 
Keeping his eyes fixed upon this object, he cautiously ad
vanced, when to his surprise a sentinel stepped from beneath 
a small tree on his right and approaching, said: 

" Is that you, Captain?" 
Grogan was startled, but instantly recovering his presence 

of mind, said: 
,. Yes. \Vh yare you not walking your beat, sir? " 
Drawing his revolver, Grogan thrust it in the face of the 

THOROUGHFARE GAP. 

astonished sentinel, saying: "One word and you are a dead 
man. Put down your gun, sir." 

Taking the man by the arm, he led him off, telling him 
Mosby had him. The man was frightened and became so 
unsteady in his gait that Grogan asked him if he had been 
drinking. He recovered his speech sufficiently to answer 
., No." Going to the place where he had left his horse, 
Grogan took his prisoner to Glen \Velby and deliyered him 
to Colonell\1osby, who questioned him and obtained the de
sired information from him. 
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• \s all were weary after the day's work, they slept to
gether in a hay loft. The only order given the prisoner 
was to go to sleep and not turn over once in the night; that 
if he did, he would get a ball through him. It is supposed 
he obeyed this injunction to the letter. If he did not, no 
one knew it, for all slept soundiy, and in the morning the 
prisoner had to be 
aroused to take his 
departure with the 
rest of the party. 

Thursdc')',Octobrr 
6.-\Ve moved on 
to Salem. A gun 
was placed on a hill 
to command the 
railroad, and men 
were set to work 
destroying the 
track. A train at· 
tempted to come 
up from the Plains, 
but was driven 
back. A second 
attempt was made, 
and as the train 
drew near, the in
fantry left it and 
formed along the 
edge of a body of 
woods, their glit
tering bayonets 

MAJOR·GE!'<ERAL C. C. AUGUR. U. S. YOLS. 

Commanding Department of Washington. 

glancing in the sun. Our shell falling short, the gun was 
brought closer and we were formed near the edge of the 
town to support the gun. The infantry then boarded the 
train and hurried off. 

\Ve now moved off to Rectortown, where the Federals 
had entrenched themselves, opened fire on their camp with 
rifle piece and howitzer, and shelled them until evening. We 
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came into Paris and gave themselves up. The dispatches. 
which were in cipher, were sent to Richmond. 

Lieut. \Valter Bowie, of Company F, a Marylander, with 
Jas. G. \Viltshire, Charles Vest, -- Ratcliffe, George Smith, 
G. :\1. O'Bannon, Haney and J. Randolph, made a daring 
little scout through l'Iaryland. They crossed the Potomac 
at l\Iatthias' Point, and going to Port Tobacco, captured 
17 Federal soldiers and 8 horses. Paroling the prisoners, 
they took the horses and went to the vicinity of Annapolis, 
which place Bowie entered and rode through the streets. 
From thence they went to Sandy Springs, two miles from 

LlEt.:T. WAI.I ER BOWIE, 
co. F. 

From a \V.u-time Photograph. 

Rockville. While in a thick body 
of pines feeding their horses, they 
heard voices outside saying: 
" They're in here," and found they 
had been tracked by a citizen, with 
a party of cavalry. Leaving their 
horses, they charged out on foot, 
firing as they came out. The Fed
erals fled. Bowie, mounting his 
horse, started off in pursuit before 
the others could get their horses. 
Two shots were heard and when 
his comrades got out on the road 
they saw Bowie lying on the 
ground, a ball having struck him 
near the eye, passing out the back 

of his head. He was taken to a house near by, where he 
soon died. His brother, who had joined the party en route, 
remained with him. After the death of Bowie, his compan· 
ions crossed the Potomac at Cheek's Ford, and soon were 
safe in" Mosby's Confederacy." 

On the 10th of October, 50 prisoners, chiefly infantry, 
which had been picked up in small parties along the Ma
nassas Gap Railroad, were sent South. 

By this time trains were running to Piedmont, and this 
was as far as the Federals succeeded in running their trains. 
At Piedmont the road crosses Goose Creek, which is here 
~UJte a stream and required a bridge, which was never built. 
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Mosby still continued to annoy the Federals along the road. 
The cars were compelled to run at a very low rate of speed, 
as it was feared Mosby, 
by some strategy, would 
throw them off the 
track. The trains were 
sometimes escorted by 
infantry guards, who 
walked by the side of 
the cars. With all of 
these precautions, mis
haps would often occur. 

On the morning of Oc
tober 10th, Lieutenant 
Glascock, with a few 
men, displaced a few 
rails and lay in wait for 
a train. It came slowly 
along and was allowed 
to pass; then a volley 
was fired into the rear 
of it. The engineer im
mediately put on steam, 
running ahead to escape, PHILIP B. EASTHAM, co. B. 

when a general smash-
up was the consequence. A number of Federal officers were 
on the train, some of whom were killed. Four Confederate 
prisoners were on the train and in the confusion escaped, all 
unhurt except \Villiam Fred, who had his arm broken" 

8 AUGUR to HALLECK, Oct. 10: •• I have just learned that a rail was taken up 
about a mile this side of Plains, and a r~turn train from here run off the track, 
and then fired upon by men concea:ed in a thicket on the side. I ha\'e not 
learned the amount of damage done. Simply patrolling the track and gUdrding 
the bridges is not going to be sufficient on this road; it must be literally guarded 
the whole way. I am sending back a battalion of cavalry to remain in the 
vicinity of Plains and thoroughly search the vicinity of track." 

SLOUGH to Headquarters, Washington, Oct, 10: .. The rebels displaced a 
rail a short distance beyond White Plains this morning, throwing a train off the 
track; they then fired into it. Mr. McCrickett, assistant superintendent of the 
railroad, and several others, are reported ki:lcd." 
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in the road near Brown's Crossing, which Nature seemed to 
have provided for our undertaking. The men were dis
mounted and Lieut. Harry Hatcher, with a few men, wa~ 
sent forward to displace a few rails in this cut, where the 
cars could be thrown from the track with the least injury to 
the passengers. 

It was a clear, starlight night, the air was chilly, and the 
men hurried through their work and lay down by the road
side. Soon the sound of an approaching train broke on the 
stillness. Everyone was on the 
alert, but the train rushed by, 
leaving the astonished Rangers 
looking after it as it sped on
~ard, as though uncertain 
hether to mount their horses 
d start in pursuit, or simply 

t sit down and "cuss." Only 
ne track had been obstructed, 
nd the east bound train had 
assed safely on its.way. Both 
racks were now effectually 

blocked, by elevating a rail of 
each track at an angle sufficient 

LlEUT.·COL. CORNELIUS W, 
TOLLES, I to enable the engine of the 

coming train to turn over 
gracefully and nestle gently in Chief Quartermaster of Sheridan'. Army. 

Killed near Newtown, in the Shenandoah 
the cut. Then we again waited, Volley, Octob..r n, Il164. 

but not long. Between 2 and 3 
o'clock in the morning (14th) the west-bound train came 
rattling along at customary speed, and the engine per
formed the turn-over trick quite to our most sanguine 
expectations, only one man, the engineer, being injured. 

As soon as the train came to a halt, James Wiltshire and 
Charles Dear ran down the bank and boarded the train. 
They separated, Wiltshire entering the car on his left and 
Dear the car to his right. As Dear entered, he saw the car 
was filled with passengers-ladies and gentlemen-and a 
few soldiers. As he demanded a surrender, a soldier in the 
far end of the car arose from his seat and drew his pistol. 
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haven't time to stop and go off on a fox-hunt after Grubb," 
and ordered his men to move off at a trot. Grubb's men, 
mistaking this for a hasty retreat, came trotting on at a 
lively pace. \Vhen they were within striking distance, Chap
man suddenly turned and charged them, killing and wound
ing 4 or 5, capturing 7, with their horses and equipments, 
and scattering the rest. 

Reaching the canal, Chapman found a detachment of in
fantry tearing up the bridge and throwing the timber into 
the canal. He quickly dispersed them, relaid the bridge 
and crossing the Potomac at Cheek's Ford, reaching the 
Virginia shore in safety, without having a man injured. 6 

'Capt. James W. Grubb was born 
near Lovettsville, in Loudoun County, 
Va., August 17, 1839; enlisted in 
Cole's Maryland Cavalry as a private 
in September, 1861; was commissioned 
Captain of Company B. Independent 
Loudoun (Virginia) Rangers, Capt. 
Samuel C, Means commanding, about 
November,1863. Captain Grubb died 
March 5, 1895, at Bolivar, West Va. 

• W, p, Smith wrote J. W. Garrett, 
President of the Baltimore and Ohio 
R. R., Oct, IS: .. The two affairs 
(Duffield and Adamstown) have badly 
deranged the working of the road, and 
will involve an immense loss to the 
company in every way." 

STEVENSON to STANTON, October 
14: .. The force of the enemy that 
crossed the Potomac to-day were a 
portion of Mosby's command, about 
250 strong. They crossed at White's 
Ferry, about 5 miles below the mouth 

CAPT. JAMES W. GRUBB,' 
Independent Loudoun (Virginia) Rangers 

(Federal.) 

of the Monocacy; moved out to Adamstown, at which point they were met by 
the Loudoun County Rangers, and finally driven back across the river, The 
loss on our side reported 4 men; enemy's not known. They burned 5 canal 
boats and stole a few horses. Their purpose was evidently a raid, including an 
attack on railroad trains." 

BURTSETE (Point of Rocks) t,o STEVENSON, Oct. 14: .. Two men have this 
moment come in from Adamstown. Rangers charged and drove enemy, who 
in turn charged and scattered our force. I have sent to have Grubb rally and 
keep his men together at all hazards. I have no horse. or I would go. First 
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While Colonel Mosby was absent with one portion of the 
command on the" Greenback Raid" in the Valley, Captain 
Chapman, with another portion, in Maryland and along the 

COL. HENRY S. GANSEVOORT. 

Thirteenth New York Cavalry. 

Potomac, and other 
details scouting in 
Fairfax and in the 
V alley, Capt. Frank
lin hid the artillery 
at Emory's, a se
cluded spot on the 
Cobbler Mountain, 
and Sergeant A. G. 
Babcock, with a few 
trusty men, were left 
as guards. One john 
H. Lunzeford, who 
was detailed to act as 
guide and to assist in 
concealing the bat
tery, afterwards de
serted and piloted 
Colonel Gansevoort, 
with the Thirteenth 
and Sixteenth New 
York Cavalry and 

two companies of the Fifth Pennsylvania Artillery, to the 
place of concealment. The four guns, together with the 
guard, consisting of Sergeant Babcock, john L. Aylor, E. 
M. jones, Nathaniel Pontier, D. L. Smith and A. G. Whar-

train got through, but the second is just now back. There certainly are from 
200 to 300." 

BURTNETE to STEVESSON, Oct. 14.-Later: .. Captain Grubb, Loudoun 
Rangers. 100 men, sent back f,)r reinforcements. Reports 250 of the enemy's 
cavalry between Adamstown and Monocacy River stealing horses. General 
Tyler, at Monrovia, has been informed; Government wires cut. I have directed 
Grubb to follow up and pilCh into them at the first opportunity; at all e\'ents, 
to hold the enemy and annoy him until further developments. Will wait direc
tions from you. Spence caught the operator, and he will keep him." 

STEVEl\SOS to Blil:TXETE, Oct. 14: "Dispatch received. All right. What 
force is it? Send word to Grubb to gh'e them no rest. Direct cavalry scout 
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To which General Lee replied: 

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, t 
October 29, 1861,.. J 

COLONEL: Your letter of October 23d has been re
ceived. I regret the loss of your artillery and will endeavor 
to have it supplied as soon as 
practicable; but owing to re
cent heavy losses of artillery 
in the Valley, there may be 
considerable delay. Mean
time I hope you may be able 
to capture some from the 
enemy. I am sincerely grati
fied at the energy, boldness, 
and success with which you 
have so unceasingly oper
ated. I hope you will con
tinue to damage the enemy 
on the Manassas railroad as 
much as possible. As y'0ur 
command increases it wIll be 
necessary to be extremely 
watchful as to the character 
of the men you enlist. Spare 
no pains to interrupt the work 
and use of the railroad. 

The quiet which reigned 
Medical Inspector on General Sherdian's Staff. 

at Rectortown was so un-

DR, EMIL OHLENSCHLAGER, 

Killed ncar Newtown, October n, 186., 

usual that General Augur 
communicated the fact to General Halleck, at Washington, 
in this brief epistle: 

Rectortown, October 15, 1861,. 
AUGUR to HALLECK :-" The train from Alexandria ar

rived and reported on time to-day and without interference 
from guerrillas. Nothing heard from General Sheridan. 

On the day following (16th) he reports the arrival of 
General Sheridan at Rectortown. 

SUI/day, October 16.-Command met at Bloomfield. Com
panies C, E and F remained to operate along the rail
road, while Mosby, with Companies A, Band D, went 
down in Fairfax to attack a large wagon train between 
Burke's Station and Fairfax. \Ve were too late, how-
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in front at Mrs. Fletcher's, on the road leading from Pied. 
mont to Paris, while Capt. Sam. Chapman, with his com· 
pany, kept on their flank, shooting into their ranks. En
cumbered as they were with plunder, they could offer but 
poor resistance to the impetuous charge of Mosby's men. 
When Chapman first attacked them, they were huddled up 
so closely that a great many were killed and wounded by 

JAMES CHANCELLOR, co. D. 

Captun:d by the Eighth Illinois Cavalry in the 
Fight near U ppervi1\e. 

the close and rapid firing. 
Twenty prisoners and 30 
horses were captured, and 
15 or 20 horses which es
caped in the darkness and 
confusion, were picked up 
the following day. 

General Seward, writing 
General Stevenson from 
Martinsburg, October 
21St. says: 

" Mosby, with 75 or )00 
men, lay within 300 yards 
of the pike when our train 
for the front passed yester
day. The guard being 
un usuall y strong. they 
thought best not to attack, 
but remained quietly un· 
til the train had passed and 
then started toward Smith
field. This was on the 
Winchester road, about 
half a mile on the other 
side of Darkesville. Thev 

captured a butcher, who was in advance of the train. 
ana let him go again before dark. He says that Mosby 
questioned him very closely in regard to the number of 
troops stationed here, also in regard to our pickets." 

When this train left Martinsburg, Frank Leslie's Special 
War Artist with Sheridan in the Valley, then on his way to 
the front, accompanied it, as a matter of safety, it being very 
heavily guarded. As the hour of noon approached. this 
worthy artist. disdaining the humble fare of the poor soldier 
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(hard tack and bacon), and longing for the dainty food which 
he knew could be procured at the farm house of one David 
Stewart, in the hollow on the pike between Bunker Hill 
and Bucklestown, proposed to a lieutenant of the artillery 
and three or four cavalrymen that they leave the train and 
push ahead so as to make sure of some of Mrs. Stewart's 
famous pies before the train came up. 

While our knight of the pencil and bruSh stood on the 
porch bargaining with the good lady for a pumpkin pie, he 

ARTIST TAYLOR LOSES HIS PIE. 

cast his eyes down the hollow to the east and saw several 
horsemen leaning forward on their horses and scudding 
along a little lane which led directly to the pike. One 
glance he gave at the gray uniforms; then hastily dropping 
his pie, he called the attention of the lieutenant to the swiftly 
approaching riders. In an instant Red-straps vaulted the 
fence and sprang into the saddle, the others following, and 
up the pike the whole party sped, in the direction of the 
escort, who were not yet in sight. Our artist being poorly 
mounted, brought up the rear, but a friendly stone fence be
tween him and the graybacks served as a shield and pre-
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Shenandoah at Castleman's Ferry about dusk.and halted for 
the night near Summit Point. 

We moved off soon after sunrise on the morning of the 
25th, halting near the Martinsburg and Winchester turn
pike, about 6 miles from the latter place. Leaving the com
mand concealed, Mosby took a few men and went out to 
reconnoitre the road. He observed a two-horse ambulance 
with an escort of 12 or 15 ca\>alrymen coming from the di
rection of Winchester, and immediately started his men out 
to bag them. When they saw our men approaching, the 
driver of the ambulance put on 
all speed to get away, as did the 
escort. A long train was seen 
in the distance, coming from 
Martinsburg, and their efforts 
were directed to reach it. See
ing this, and fearing they would 

. escape, Boyd Smith, who with a 
few others were riding in a field 
almost abreast of the ambulance, 
which they were seeking to head 
off, shot one of the horses. This 
checked the progress of the 
wagon, and he and John T. Dick
son jumped their horses over 
the stone fence, into the road, 
capturing the ambulance and 
occupants-one General, a Cap

BOYD SMITH, CO. E. 
From a War-time Photo",,"ph. 

tain, and a civilian, who was driving and also carrying the 
mail. Three only of the escort were captured. Some of 
them retreated to the main body of the escort, who, learn
ing of the disaster, betook themselves back to Winchester. 
The others pushed on to the train. s The capture took 
place within a few hundred yards of the approaching train, 
and as Boyd Smith and John T. Dickson were hastening 

• SEWARD to STEVENSON, Oct. 25: "General Duffie was captured five 
miles beyond Bunker Hill last evening by Mosby. Colonel Edwards reports 
that Mosby had from 300 to 400 men. and started in the direction of Smith-
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back to the cpmmand they met :\,Iosby bringing up his men 
to attack the train, 

"Colonel, here's your General," said Smith, as he saw 
Mosby advancing, 

---- - --- --._----- -------

BRIG.-GEN. ALFRED N. DUFFlt, 
U. S. A. 

field, sending 5 men as a guard 
to Gen. Dutli6. I have notified 
the troops along the railroad. 
The express from the east has 
just arrived all right." 

Colonel EDWAR.DS to FORSYTH, 
Oct. 25: .. I have the honor to 
report that at about 9 a. m. the 
escon that came from Manins
burg last evening wilh General 
Neill left this post to re turn. 
This escon consisted of 50 men, 
30 of whom were from the 
Twenty - second Pennsylvania 
Cavalry, under command of Sec
ond Lieut. B. F. HassOArl:Jr~-_ 
second Cavalry. Gen. A. N. 
Dutli6, with his two· horse light 
s p ri n g wagon, and Captain 
Roome, assistant adjutant-gen
eral, Second Brigade, First Di
vision, Sixth Corps who was he1e 
wounded, with the headquarters 
light wagon of that brigade, 
accompanied it on its return. 
When about 5 mi;es from this 
place, General Duffi6, with 10 
men from the escon, with his 

light wagon pushed ahead, and when about one mile and a half beyond 
the main body was attacked by a party from Mosby's or Gilmor's band 
of guerrillas and captured. The wagon was run off to the side of the 
road and is supposed to have been taken away. A courier from the escon 
brought in the news of the disaster, and the other light wagon returned. I im
mediately sent out the Forty-ninth Pennsyh'ania Volunteer Infantry and the 
Seventeenth Pennsylvania Cavalry to hunt up the enemy. The commanding 
officer of the Se\'enteenth Pennsylvania Cavalry, having ascenained that the 
pany went off toward Snicker's Ferry, immediately put off in that direction aDd 
has not, as yet, returned. The enemy's force is supposed to have been some
where in the n~ighborhood of 300 men. Major Durland, commanding Seven· 
teenth Pennsylvania Cavalry, has since returned and reports that he followed 
this force by a circuitous route as far as Seiver's Ford, on the Opequon. and 
that they received reliable information from citizens along the route th3t Gen-
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Richards, with the First Squadron, was sent back to The 
Plains in Fauquier, while Mosby, with the remainder of the 
command, proceeded to the vicinity of \Vinchester, where 
he captured a train of 7 wagons-5 with 6 mules and 2 with 
4 horses each, together with 54 infantry who were guarding 
the train. He then returned, bringing with him 60 prison-

LIEUT. ALBERT WRENN, co. B. 
From a War.time Photograph. 

ers (including one general 
and one captain), 45 horses 
and mules, without having 
a man lost or injured. 

Several small scouting 
parties were scattered 
through the Valley, all of 
whom were successful in 
ca ptu ring prisoners and 
horses. 

Satu1'day, October f29.-A 
strong detachment of the 
Eighth Illinois Cavalry was 
sent from Rectortown on a 
scout towards Upperville. 
Capt. Walter E. "Frankland, 
with about 100 men, struck 
their trail and followed, 
finding them at Hatcher's 

Mill, dismounted and feeding their horses. He waited 
in the woods until they had resumed their march, when he 
again started on their track. Meanwhile he had been joined 
by Colonel Mosby, Harry Hatcher and a number of others 
who had also been watching the Federal cavalry. Mosby 
ordered Frankland to intercept them on their return-to get 
between them and their camp. 

" I want you to make it a second Dranesville," said Mosby. 
" I will do the scouting and will keep you informed of the 
enemy's movements." 

From Upperville the Eighth Illinois struck across a 
stretch of level land in the direction of Rectortown. As 
they drew near the house of Henry Dulaney, about a mile 
from Upperville, Frankland determined to attack them in 
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the open field. Dividing his force between Lieut. Albert 
'Vrenn and Lieutenal¥.t Grogan, he, with Lieutenant Wrenn 
and the larger portion, was to attack in front, while Grogan 
was to march off to the right and strike on their flank. 

The Federals formed in three squadrons. Frankland in 
his charge broke and drove back the first squadron, but the 
other two remained firm and poured their fire into his party 
and also into Grogan's men, who now charged on their left. 
Between Grogan and the Eighth Illinois there was a ditch 
and also a high rail fence. In the charge he was compelled 
to take him men through 
a gate in this fence, 
which not only delayed 
but also confused their 
movements, and in con
sequence Frankland was 
beaten off before Grogan 
could unite with him. 
The squadron in front of 
Dulaney's house showed 
signs of wavering, but 
the Federals on the right 
of the gate sat quietly on 
their horses and poured 
a steady fire into Gro
gan's flank. 

Though our loss was 
severe, it i~ surprising 
that it was no greater. 
Had the Federals charged 
us when crowded in pass
ing through the gate

J. J. WILLIAMS. SERGEANT co. F. 
Captured near Upperville in the Fight with the 

Eighth Illinois Cavalry. 

way, or cut us off in the inner field. many more would have 
been lost. 

Luther Carrington and George Gulick were killed; John 
Atkins and Edgar Davis mortally wounded, both dyingso::m 
2.fter the fight. Thos. Adams, Geo. Turberville, Maddux and 
Shaw, wounded. James Chancellor, John Munson,J.J. Will
iams,C. H.M cIntosh and Dennis Darden were taken prisoners. 
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The Eighth Illinois lost but few, yet they pressed into 
service a wagon and an ox-eart to carry off their dead and 
wounded.' 

John Atkins was an Irish gentleman, who, having heard 
of Mosby's exploits, left home and country to join his for. 

tune with ours. He was brave, 
generous, of good education, 
agreeable in his manner, and 
had in the short time he was 
with us made many friends. 
Poorfellow, he suffered greatly, 
but when death came it was 
not that grim monster usually 
pictured, but a kindly spirit, 
which transported him in his 
last moments from scenes of 
blood and carnage back to home 
and friends; and as he mur. 
mured faintly the words" Oh, 
my poor mother!" he sank to 

SERGT. EDGAR DAVIS, co. E. rest. He was buried in the 
Mortally wounded in the Fight with the l' I P . 

Eighth Illinois Cavalry near Upperville. Itt e cemetery at ans. 
From a War-time Photograph. At one time when Atkins 

was in Richmond on leave of 
absence, an alarm was sllUnded that the enemy was about 
making an attack on the city. Guards were placed on the 
streets and the provost guard picked up all officers and soL 
diers absent from their commands, sending them out to the 
trenches to check any advance. Atkins was arrested and 
taken to the Soldiers' Home and handed a musket. This 
was too much for his good nature, even. "Let me go back 
to my command," said he; "when I am at home I have my 
horse to ride and boots up to my middle, and I am not go. 
ing out to the trenches to shovel dirt." He was released on 

, AUGUR to HALLECK, October 30: .. A portion of the Eighth II1inois had 
a brush with Mosby yesterday, near Upperville, and whipped him badly, killing 
7 or 8, and capturing 9. The track will be taken up half wa}· between this 
(Salem) and Rectortown to-day. They are getting on very slowly-as fast, 
however, as they possibly can. I go to Plains this morning," 
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the following day, through the good offices of Capt. Ed. 
Hud~on, of General Elzey's staff. 

Edgar Davis was thought to be but slightly wounded, 
but from the first he persisted in saying he would die. He 
lingered a few days. His horse was shot, as was also the 
horse of his brother William. Davis was a very quiet, un
assuming man and his loss was much regretted. 

Lieut. John N. Murphy of Company G was, with a few 
others, at the house of Captain Richards near Upperville. 
He had just reached there from the Northern Neck-had 
not taken off his saddle-when the word came: "There are 
the Yankees!" He and his companions mounted and 
quickly rode out to the turnpike just as the fight commenced. 
Murphy had been a captain in the regular service before 
joining our command, but this was his first experience in our 
mode of fighting. Seeing the men scattered over the field 
in every direction, he was confused. He recognized Lieut. 
Harry Hatcher dashing across the field at full speed, and 
being well mounted, on a daughter of the famous old race
horse Bailey Peyton, Murphy spurred on and overtook him. 

" Which are our men and which are the Yankees?" asked 
Murphy. 

Harry's reply was: "Damn the difference! Go right 
in! .. Then, turning with his head toward 1\1 urphy, he said: 
"There's a Yankee, right by you now!" As Murphy 
turned toward's him, the man wheeled his horse, threw back 
his hand and fired, the ball from his revolver striking the 
ground a few feet from Murphy's horse. He then dashed 
off and rejoined the men of his squadron near Dulaney's 
house. 

NIGHT ON BATTLEFIELD. 
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horses were to be found, and their hiding places when the 
raiders were about. This man passed himself off on the 
farmers as a Confederate soldier, who had escaped from 
Federal prison. Some of our men discovered his true char
acter and making search for him, found 
him at the residence of Mr. Chancellor. 
After questioning him' and satisfying 
themselves as to who and what he was, 
they took him out and shot him. In 
retaliation for this, General Powell not 
only burned the house, barn and all 
outbuildings on Mr. Chancellor's prem
ises, but also hung Willis. ll 

The 27 prisoners were drawn up in 
single line. Among them were two 

BRIG.-GEN. WILLIAM 
officers, one being Captain Brewster, H. POWELL. 

commissary of subsistence, of Custer's 
command, and the other a lieutenant of artillery. Twenty
seven pieces of paper, seven of which were numbered and 
the remainder blanks, being put into a hat and the hat 
shaken up, each prisoner was required to draw. The num-

• General Powell, in his report of operations, Oct. 27th, says: .. October 
13, having learned of the wilful and cold-blooded murder of aU. S. soldier by 
two men (Chancellor and Myers. members of Mosby's gang of cut·throats and 
robbers), some two miles from my camp, a few days previous, I ordered the 
execution of one of Mosby's gang whom I had captured the day previous at 
Gaines Cross-Roads, and placing the placard on his breast with the following 
inscription: .. A. C. Willis. member of Company C, Mosby's command, 
hanged by the neck in retaliation for the murder of a U. S. soldier by Messrs. 
Chancellor and Mvers." I also sent a detachment, under command of 
Captain Howe, First West Virginia Cavalry, with orders to destroy the resi· 
dence, barn, and all buildings and forage, on the premises of Mr. Chancellor, 
and to drive off all stock of every description. which orders were promptly car
ried out." 

From a letter to Lieut. W. Ben Palmer of Company E. l take the following: 
.. Young Willis was captured at Gaines' X Roads on the evening of Oc

tober 13. IS64. by General Powell's command. then camped on the Marlow 
farm; in Rappahannock Co., at the foot of the Blue Ridge, on the graded road 
leading to Chester Gap. On the following morning I was captured by the 
Federal troops and taken to the Marlow farm. I did not see young Willis. but 
was within a short distance of him and heard the Federal officers and soldiers 
talking. They said they had one of Mosby'S men at General Powell's head-
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bercd pieces meant death by hanging, and the blanks 
Richmond and Libby prison. 

It was a painful scene, and one never to be forgotten. It 
was not merely in a spirit of revenge that these men were 
condemned, but it was a measure to which )Iosby was 
forced to resort, by the brutal acts of Custer and Powell. s 
One of the ",aptives laid his head on the shoulder of a com
rade and wept like a child. Another prayed earnestly until 
it came his turn to draw, which he did with trembling 
hand. Holding up the paper and looking at it, his eyes 
brightened as he exclaimed: "Blank, by God! I knew it 
would be so." One said to a more fortunate companion: 

FRED S. HIPKINS, co. C. 

Now Rev. F. S. Hipkins, an Episcopal 
ltfinister. 

From a War-time Photograph. 

quarters, and did not know whether they 
would hang him, shoot him or cut his 
throat. They hung him about II o'clock 
a. m., on a large poplar tree standing by 
the roadside on the }Iarlow farm. and his 
body was taken down by Messrs. John P. 
Ricketts, Robert Deatherage and William 
Bowling, and carried to the Baptist Church 
in the town of Flint Hill; he was buried 
on the following day. On his breast a card 
was found, saying that he was hung in re
taliation for a Union soldier said to ha\-e 
been killed by one of Mosby's command . 

.. J. D. BAGGASBY. 
"To W. BEN PAU1ER, Richmond, Va." 

In conversation with the Rev. Fred. S. 
Hipkins, formerly of Company C, Mosby's 
Battalion, concerning this affair, he said: 

.. It was half a mule that saved my neck 
that time. After we had returned from a 
raid in the Valley, I was one of the men 
detailed to take the prisoners South-a job 
I did not like, When the captures were 
divided, there was a horse and half a mule 
to each man-that is, a horse to each man 
and one mule to each two men. Half a 
mule was of no use to me, and as Willis 

thought he could get more work out of a whole mule, he agreed to go out with 
the prisoners in my stead if I would give him my half mule; and by putting 
the two halves together he would have a full mule. It was while taking out 
these prisoners that he was captured and hung." 

• Mosby was compelled to adopt this course, not only on account of 
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" Tell my mother I died like a man." Some could not over
come their feelings. and begged piteously for their lives. 

Among the prisoners captured by Richards in the Valley 
were a newsboy and a drummer boy. The newsboy had 
been captured by our men on more than one occasion and 
had always been released; 
claiming his usual privi
lege, he was allowed to go 
free. The drummer boy 
was well grown, and but 
for a circumstance appar
ently trivial in itself, might 
h a v e passed as a full
fledged soldier. He was 
mounted on a very sorry 
horse, which lagged be
hind in coming off the field, 
and Lieutenant :Murphy, 
who was in the rear in 
charge of the prisoners, 
rode beside him. The boy 
told him an artless story,
that he was a drummer 
boy; and showed a little 
silver badge with his drum 
and sticks upon it, which 
he said his mother had 

BVT.·MAJ.-GEN. GEORGE A. CUSTER, 
U. S. A. . 

From a War-time Photograph. 

given him. He asked :Murphy if he would not be allowed 
to keep this token- that we might take everything else. 
Murphy told him to hide it in his boot and no one would 
see it. 

Seeing this boy among the condemned, Murphy immedi
ately went to Richards and told him the story, saying he 

these acts of Custer and Powell, but also by the action of the higher 
powers. 

GRANT to SHERIDAN, Aug. 16, 1864: .. Where any of !'tfosby's men are 
caught, hang them without trial." 

SHERIDAN to GRANT, Aug. t7: ' Mosby has annoyed me and captured a 
few wagons. We hung I and shot 6 of his men yesterday." 
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in the darkness. The man closely hugged a large tree until 
his pursuers were at a safe distance, when he climbed the 
tree and quietly waited until they left, and then descended 
and made his way to \Vinchester. 

A note written by Colonel Mosby and pinned to the cloth. 
ing of one of the men hung, read: 

" These men have been hung in retaliation for an equal 
number of Colonel Mosby's men hung by order of General 
Custer at Front Royal. l\feasure for measure." • 

IHEADQUARTF.RS U. S. FOl<cEs, t 
Windus/~r, Va., N07/~m6~r 7, 1864. f 

Colonel EDWARDS to KINGSBURY, JR.: .. I have the honorto state that G. H. 
Soule, Company G, Fifth Michigan Cavalry, this day entered our lines from the 
direction of Berryville and reported as follows: He was taken prisoner by sol 
diers of Mosby's command on the 
macadamized road near Newtown, 
and by them taken to a camp on the 
Winchester and Berryville turnpike. 
There he was placed with a squad of 
Federal prisoners, numbering about 
22, and with them compelled to draw 
lots for the purpose of determining 
upon a certain number who should 
be hung. Of the 23 prisoners 7 were 
to be executed in retaliation for a like 
number of Mosby's command who 
were hung by General Custer. Of 
the 7 upon whom the lot fell. 3 were 
hung, 2 shot and 2 escaped. The 
wounded men, one of whom escaped 
alive by feigning death, are being 
cared for by Union families in the 
vicinity of the camp. The men who 
escaped have reported at this post. 
The accompanying note was found 
by a citizen who cut down and buried 
the bodies, pinned to the clothing of 
one of the men who were hanged. 

LIEUT. ED. F. THOMSON, CO. H. 

Captain Brewster, commissary of subsistence of General Custer's command, 
was among the parties captured. The name of one of the men hanged was 
ascertained to be George L. Prouty. He was a member Company L, Fifth 
Michigall Cavalry." 

[I ncJosure.] 
.. These men have been hung in retaliation for an equal number of Colonel 

Mosby's men hung by order of General Custer at Front Royal. Measure for 
measure. 
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in order, as far as possible, to confine its operation to the 
men of Custer and Powell. Accordingly, on the 6th imtant, 
seven of your men were by my order executed on the Val
ley pike, your highway of travel. 

Hereafter any prisoners falling into my hands will be 
treated with the kmdness due to their condItion, unless some 
new act of barbarity shall compel me reluctantly to adopt 
a line of policy repugnant to humanity. 

Very respectfully, your obedIent servant, 
JOHN S. MOSBY, Lieu/man/-Colollel. 

This was not without its good effect, and Mosby was 
spared the painful duty of resorting to such measures there
after. 

The Black Flag.-At one time there was a report widely 
circulated, both North and South, that Mosby was "fight
ing under the black flag,"-that he had "hoisted the 
black flag." Prisoners who 
were captured expressed sur
prise that they were taken 
alive, unless it were our pur
pose to reserve them for some 
worse fate than a speedy 
death. Others, as an apology 
for resisting capture, said they 
were told that "Mosby's 
Men" too k no prisoners. 
Among Southern soldiers the 
report gained credence, and 
even among members of our 
command the matter was 
often the subject of conversa
tion. Some of the old veterans MAJ-GEN. PHILIP H. SHERIDAN, 

would regale a new recruit u. s. A. 

with blood-curdling stories of Commanding Middle Military Division. 

h h fi From a PholOllfllph taken just before leaving 
t e men w 0 were ghting the Shenandoah Vall~y. 
under the" black flag," until 
the poor fellow really felt himself already dangling from 
some forest tree. Others, while not lacking moral or physical 
courage, could not shake off a little of that natural repug
nance to the barbarous and savage cruelties which are some-
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his men in a piece of woods until daylight (16th), when he 
again started. On the road from Winchester to Newtown, a 
force of Federal cavalry was observed carelesslyapproach
ing, apparently unconscious of danger. Montjoy formed 
his men behind a hill and awaited their coming. When they 
reached the position occupied by the Rangers, a charge was 
ordered; the astonished Federals fled in confusion, leaving 
a number of dead and wounded on the field, and 17 prison
ers and horses in the hands of Company D. 

\Vhen Montjoy reached Berryville, he allowed such of 
his command as resided in Loudoun to cross the river at 
Castleman's Ferry, while with about 30 men and the pris. 

oners, he moved along the river, 
intending to cross at Berry's 

CAPT. RICHARD BLAZER, 

Commanding Independent Seouts. 

From a War-time PhotOgTapb. 

Ferry. About two miles trom 
the Ferry, near the residence of 
Mr. Frank Whiting, he was at
tacked by Captain Blazer. At 
Whiting's house Edward Bre
dell was killed. He was from 
St. Louis, Mo., and although he 
had been a lieutenant in the 
regular service, he was serving 
as a private in Company D. 
Montjoy and Grogan endeav
ored to rally the men, who were 
now retreating toward the river, 
and at the Vineyard, the resi
dence of John Esten Cooke, 
sought to make a stand; but 

Blazer had the" bulge" on them, as we termed it, and all 
efforts to stem the tide were unavailing. \Villiam Arm
stead Braxton, of King William Co., Va., was mortally 
wounded in the retreat and was taken to the Vineyard, 
where he died. Some 4 or 5 of Company D were wounded, 
among them Nottingham, of Maryland. All the prisoners 
and horses were recaptured. Bredell was buried at mid
night in a sand shoal of the Shenandoah, and his remains 
were afterwards removed to a churchyard near Piedmont. 
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of woods to another, and the whole column soon came in 
sight, moving slowly along. They also saw us as we 
marched and followed on, no doubt thinking that Richards 
wished to avoid a fight. 

Turning off from the road near Myerstown through a little 
skirt of woods, Richards drew up his men in a hollow in the 
center of an open field facing the woods, which hid them 
from the view of those in the road. The Federals followed 
closely after us. Captain Richards and his brother, Thomas 
Richards, remained in the edge of the woods, watching 
their movements. Carlisle, who had been imbibing a little, 
being in a good humor for fighting, amused our boys while 

we were awaiting the onset, by 
dashing into the woods and 
looking at the enemy and then 
galloping back. He fired a shot 
at them, and on coming back 
Lieutenant Hatcher said: "Car
lisle, what do you mean by shooting 
about here?" "I saw Puryear," 
said Carlisle, "and he told me to 
shoot. Harry, if you will go with 
me we can whip them." 

Seeing Blazer's men taking 
SYDNOR G. FERGUSON. CO. B. down the fence and dismounting, 

From" War Pholo&raph . Captain Richards thought their 
intention was to dismount and 

fight us at long range, which would give them every advan
tage, with their guns-they being sheltered by the woods 
and we being exposed to their fire in the open field. 

Richards called out to Lieutenant Hatcher: "Harry, they 
are dismounting." Hatcher started a few men to pull down 
a gap in a fence in our rear, and Company A was ordered 
to move off as if retreating:. This ruse had the desired 
effect, for we had scarcely moved off from the head of our 
line when Richards again called out: "Harry, they are 
charging." 

Company B was still in line, but as we wheeled we saw 
them charge up to the woods. Company A, led by Hatcher, 
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After marching around through rain, snow and sleet for 
two days, on the 22d he met Company K (52 men) of the 
Twelfth New York Cavalry on the turnpike about 2 miles 
below Charlestown. He routed them, killing and wounding 
several and capturing 14 prisoners and 12 horses with their 
equipments .. He returned to Fauquier on the 2~d, without 
loss or injury, except one horse wounded. 

Wednesday, November ~3.-About 6S men of Companies 
C and E met at Paris. Led by Lieut. John Russell, they 

crossed the Shenandoah at 
Berry's Ferry towards even
ing and moving off in the 
direction of \Vhite Post, lay 
in the woods until midnight, 
when Mosby and Capt. Will
iam Chapman joined them. 
On the morning of the 24th, 
while out with a scouting 
party. Chapman captured S 
prisoners, who were sent off 
in charge of Frank M. An
gelo. Seeing a foraging 
party with a small train of 
wagons, Chapman hastened 
back to the command with 
this information and Mosby 

LIEUT. W. GARLAND SMITH, co. G. started in pursuit. The 
From a rcc:cnt Photograph. wagons w ere overtaken 

just as they met another 
train coming trom camp. As a charge had been ordered 
before the approach of the second train had been noticed, 
the men dashed on and, scattering the guards, drove them 
into the brigade camp. For a time everything was in con
fusion, but the Federals rallied and the Rangers were 
compelled to beat a hasty retreat. ;\fosby was riding a 
young horse, which broke its bit and become unmanageble. 
By the coolness of his men and his own presence of mind he 
was enabled to escape. Captain Chapman had his horse 
killed, but John Kirwin,of Company C, dismounted and gave 
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As Captain Montjoy, with Lieutenant Grogan, was lead
ing his men in the pursuit, he was killed by a chance shot 
fired by one of the fugitives near the "Burnt Chimney." 
One of the Federals, without even looking behind, put his 
pistol over his shoulder and fired, the ball strikmg Montjoy 

in the head. He was a 
brave, dashing young offi
cer. The following order, 
issued by Colonel Mosby, 
shows the esteem in which 
he was held. He was 
buried in the cemetery at 
Warrenton. 
"GENERAL ORDERS, ~ 

No. -. f 
•• HEADQUARTERS 43D } 

BATTALION P. R. 
December 3, 1864 . 

.. The Lieutenant-Colonel 
commanding announces to 
the Battalion, with emo
tions of deep sorrow, the 
death of Captain R. P. 
l\10ntjoy, who fell in action 
near Leesburf, on the 27th CAPT. R. P.MONTjOY,CO. D. • 

Killed near Goresville, Loudoun Co., Va. ultimo, a cost :r sacnfice to 
victory. He dled too early 

for liberty and his country's cause. but not too early for hls 
own fame. To his comrades in arms he has bequeathed an 
immortal example of daring and valor, and to his country a 
name that will brighten the page of her history." 
Spring, there struck the Catoctin Mountain, crossed the Winchester pike at 
Clark's Gap, then proceeded to Dry Mill, south of Leesburg, there took the road 
to Leesburg; heard that a small force of IS or 20 rebels were in town; charged 
through the town and captured Captain Smith, adjutant-general on Major
General Gordon's staff; also captured one private belonging to the Loudoun 
Cavalry. Left Leesburg and took the road leading to Point of Rocks. Met 
Mosby's command at Goresville, numbering from ISO to 200 men, where a 
small skirmish took place. Lieutenant Graham and Lieutenant Rhodes and 5 
or 6 privates are still missing • 

.. The loss of the enemy was Captain Montjoy killed. who, it was said was in 
command; one lieutenant wounded. and 2 privates killed." 

BURTSETE to STEVENSON, Dec. 6; .. Information from various sources. 
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After Montjoy's death, Lieut. Alfred Glascock was ap
pointed Captain of Company D. 

The Artillery Company was disbanded, pursuant to the 
following order issued by the War department: 

SPECIAL ORDERS, } 
No. 261. 

ADJT. AND INSP. GENERAL'S OFFICE, t 
Ricll11lOnd, Nov. ~, 1861,-. f 

XVII. The company of artillery attached to the command 
of Lieut. Col. John S. Mosby and organized under the au
thority of the Secretary of 
War, is hereby disbanded. 
The men will be incorpo
rated into the other com
panies of the command or 
be forwarded to Camp Lee 
for general assignment as 
conscripts. 

By order of the Secretary 
of War. 

JOHN W. RIELY, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 

On Monday, November 
28, the Artillery Company 
met for reorganization and, 
as Company G, elected as 
Captain, Thos. W. T~ Rich
ards, brother of Capt. A. E. 
Richards. The other offi
cers were not elected until 
some time after, when John 
N. :\Iurphy was chosen First 
Lieutenant, W. Ga rland 

LIEUT. JOHN N. MURPHY, co. G. 
From a Photogr:ilph taken when Captain of 

Co. C, 9th Virginia Cavalry. 

Smith, Second Lieutenant, and John W. Puryear, Third 
Lieutenant. 

At the breaking out of the war, Capt. T. W. T. Richards 
left Washington CIty, where he was a student in Colum-

each not cognizant of the other, satisfies me that Mosby with 30.> men, was to
day at Dry Mill, 2. miles westward from Leesbur&'. He has Lieutenants 
Graham and Rhodes, of Keyes' Cavalry, and several prisoners from General 
Merritt's command. He has informed citizens that he intends to hang Lieu-
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bia College, enlisting first in the Eighth Virginia Infantry, 
and afterwards serving in the Seventh Virginia Cavalry. 
He joined Mosby, and in the fight on May 3d, 1863, 
at Warrenton J unction, was wounaed and taken prisoner; 
he returned to his command after an imprisonment of 
12 months. The letter here given, from General Lee to 
Secretary Seddon, is a guarantee of his fitness for the 
position. He went to the Northern Neck, but did not meet 
the success anticipated and again returned to his command. 

HEADQUARTERS ARMY NORTHERN VIRGINIA, t 
August 9, 1864-. ~ 

Hon. SECRETARY OF WAR, Riele mOlld. 
SIR: When applied to some time ago to devise some 

mode to relieve the people of the Northern Neck and the 
South side of the Rappahannock 
from outrages by the enemy, I ad
vised that all citizens capable of 
bearing arms be organized for the 
defense of their property and fam
ilies. At the same tIme I inquired 
of Colonel Mosby if he could recom
mend some one, experienced in the 
kind of service which the necessities 
of the exposed districts will require, 
to aid in organizing the citizens and 
controlling their operations. He 
has recently r.eplied to my letter 
and recommended vel y highly the 
bearer of this, 1\1 r. Thomas W. Rich-<:APT. T. w. T. RICHARDS, f 

co. G. ards, as a man 0 approved courage, 
From a War-time Phot"i""ph. of I;ood character, and fitted by ex-

perIence for the duty. I therefore 
respectfully advise that you send 1\1 r. Richards to the country 
in question, with a letter to the most prominent citizens, ex
planatory of his object, and asking their co-operation, at the 
same time giving him authority to raise a command for local 
defense in conformity to law, but strictly prohibiting him 
from receiving any absentees from the army or persons 

tenant Graham as a deserter from the C. S. Army. Graham's term of service 
was out before his term of service. one year, had expired. You may rely upon 
this information as correct. Cannot something be done to take Mosby's com
mand? Corporal Tretapoe. who took French Rill, shot one of Mosby's men 
yesterday; he died this morning at Lovettsville. He is out again after more." 
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They burned all the mills and factories, as well as hay, 
wheat, com, straw and every description of forage. Barns 
and stables, whether full or empty, were burned. At Mrs. 
Fletcher's (a widow), where the hogs had been killed for her 

Ridge, for the purpose of destroying all mills, barns, forage, driving off stock. 
and capturing and dispersing the guerrilla bands in a district of country de
scribed in orders. After passing through Ashby's Gap, two regiments of the 
Second Brigade were ordered to move to the north, along the foot of the moun
tains, spreading out well over the country toward Bloomfield, carrying out the 
orders. while a regiment of 
the First Brigade, for the 
same purpose, was sent. via 
Grigsby's store, to the west of 
Piedmont. These regiments 
were ordered to meet the 
division the same evening 
near Upperville, where it en· 
camped on the night of the 
28th of November. 

The following morning the 
First Brigade was ordered to 
march to Rectortown. whence 
it was ordered to send out 
strong columns to Sa!em and 
White Plains, and, marching 
across the country, collect its 
strength at Middleburg, the 
forces from White Plains and 
S a I e m to pursue separate 
routes to that place. From 
Middleburg the entire force 
was to move to Philomont, 
and thence to Snickers ville, 
keeping out strong flanking 

MAJ.-GEN. H. W. HALLECK, U. S. A. 

columns on the right toward Millville and to the left through Bloomfield, to 
the 100t of the mountains. In this manner the country as far north as the 
Little River turnpike was thoroughly swept over and destroyed by the evening 
of the second day. 

Early on the morning of the third day the Second Brigade was ordered to 
march via Philomont, Circleville, Hamilton, Waterford, and along the Catoc
tin Creek to the Potomac, and meeting, at Lovettsville. a force of the Reserve 
Brigade which was ordered to move east of the Blue Ridge and between the 
ridge and Short Mountain to the Potomac, both columns to return along the 
pike from Lovettsville through Hillsborough and Purcellville. Both these com
mands reached Snickersville on the evening of the fourth day. On the third 
day a force of the Reserve Brigade was ordered to march down the Shenan
doah, between that stream and the Blue Ridge. This force went as far down 
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the path of the raiders into the limits of the district already 
burned over, and there it was kept undisturbed or in a situa
tion where it could be more easily driven off and concealed. 
We also annoyed the raiders considerably by hovering 
around them in small squads and suddenly dashing in among 
them, whenever an opportunity offered, shooting on all 

Brevet Major-General Merritt, I 
broke camp at Stephenson's De
pot on the 29th of November at 3 
a. m. and marched to Snickers
ville. Leaving the Sixth U. S. 
Cavalry and 30 men of the Sec
ond Massachusetts Cavalry to 
hold the gap, I marched to Bloom
field, expecting to meet Brevet 
Major·General Merritt near that 
point. At Bloomfield my ad
vance guard was fired L1pon by 
some of Mosby's men, and 2 of 
the First U. S. Cavalry were 
slightly wounded. Here I learned 
that our cavalry had moved to
ward Union. I followed on to 
Union, thence to Philomont, and 
finally joined Brevet Major
General Merritt at Snickers ville, 
where the. brigade encamped 
that night, picketing the gap, the 
mountain road, the Bloomfield 
road, and to the left as far as 
the Snickersville and Aldie pike. 
30th, the Second Massachusetts 
and Second U. S. Cavalry were 
sent through Wood Grove and 
Hillsborough to Cave Head, on 
the Potomac, and thence along 

BVT. BRIG.-GEN. THOMAS C. DEVIN, 
U. S. A. 

From a Photograph taken durinil the War. 

the river road to Lovettsville, destroying all grain, forage, mills, distilleries, 
etc., and driving in all stock in that part of the country; at Lovettsville they 
joined Brevet Brigadier-General Devin's brigade. The Sixth V. S. Cavalry was 
sent upon the west side of the Blue Ridge, between the ridge and the river, 
going as far as Rockford, and returning at night to Snicker's Gap, where they 
remained. The balance of the brigade remained in camp and guarded the herds 
which had thus far been driven in. 

December I, the First andSixth U. S. Cavalry drove the herds across the 
river and went into camp near the river. Th~ Second U. S. and Second 
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sides and then scampering off. In this way quite a number 
were killed and wounded. 

Welt Hatcher, seeing an officer riding along in the midst 
of his men, thought he was General Custer, and riding up, 
fired, mortally wounding him. The officer's men pressed a 
carriage into service and took him to the Pot House, where he 
died. After shooting, Hatcher escaped uninjured, although 
fired upon from all along the line. 

Massachusettl!l returned to Snickersville and went into camp. 2d. the Second 
U. S. and Second Massachusetts Cavalry rejoined the brigade. One regiment of 
the brigade assisted in driving the herdl!l and the balance of the brigade 
marched in the rear of the division. The brigade went into camp with ~e 
division near Stone Chapel and picketed the country in its front, connecting 
on the left with General Devin's and on the right with Colonel Stagg's pickets. 
During the march one of the First U. S. Cavalry, who had straggled from the 
column, was killed by a bushwhacker near Berryville. 3d, marched in the 
same order as yesterday and went into camp near Kernstown. 
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are within 40 paces, ~nd we will whip them." His orders 
were obeyed to the letter. 

To the credit of Captain Miles it should be stated that he 
made a desperate effort to hold his men, who broke and ran, 
leaving their brave Captain, with 10 or 12 faithful followers, 

CHARLES E. BIEDLER, co. C. 

to stand the brunt of the 
battle. They, too, we r e 
forced to retreat. Miles 
was mortally wounded by 
Wiltshire. and the few re
maining men were either 
wounded or escaped 
through the brush. Miles' 
horse was a very fine ani
mal. Charles Biedler fol
lowed her for some distance, 
but she escaped in the 
direction of the Federal 
camp. 

The detachment posted 
near Swift Shoal Mills came 

From a PbotOJll'llpb taken during the War. Up, but were too late to take 
a hand in the fight. 

Captain Miles was taken to a house near the road, where 
he died in short time. One lieutenant was killed and an
other captured. Of the entire patrol but few escaped. 
About 30 were killed and wounded, and the prisoners. 68 in 
number, were sent out with a guard of 10 men, Joseph 
Millan in charge, and turned over to McCausland, at Peola 
Mills. Over 60 horses were captured. with equipments. 
None of our men was injured. 1 

1 Gen. TIBBITS to Major RUSSELL: •• The party sent to Millwood ha\'e just 
returned, having gone to the river at Berry's Ferry. The patrol under Captain 
Miles was attacked by about 300 men-2 companies of Mosby's command and 
a detachment from McCausland's command. Captain Miles was killed, I lieu
tenant wounded, and I lieutenant captured. Our loss besides was 10 killed, 
17 wounded, with 20 prisoners. The enemy immediately after making the at
tack, recrossed the river and could not be overtaken. The citizens report that 
only 20 men were taken across the river as prisoners." 
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A few days after this, Mosby, who had been on a visit to 
Richmond, returned to the command, wearing three stars 
on his collar, showing that he was now a full colonel. Capt. 
\Villiam Chapman was promoted to the rank of Lieutenant
Colonel, and Capt. A. E. Richards to that of Major. This 
was in accordance with the following recommendation of 
Colonel Mosby: 

Decmtbcr 6, 1864. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, Secretary of War: 

SIR: I beg leave to recommend, in order to secure greater 
efficiency in my command, 
that it be divided into two bat
talions, each to be command
ed by a major. The scope of 
duties devolving upon me 
being of a much wider extent 
than on officers of the same 
rank in the reg-ular service, 
but small time IS allowed me 
to attend to the details of or
ganization, discipline, etc. I 
am confident that the ar
rangement I propose would 
give me much more time, 
both for planning and execut
ing enterprises against the 
enemy. I would recommend 
Capt. William H. Chapman 
(commanding Company C, 
Forty-third Virgina Partizan 
Rangers Battalion) and Capt. 
Adolphus E. Richards, com
manding Company B, same 
battalion. for the command 
of the two battalions pro-
posed. They have both on LIEUT.-COL. WILLIAM H. CHAPMAN, 
many occasions been distin- 43d HattalioD Vi~nia Cavalry (Mosby'. 

guished for valor and skill, Rangers). 

to which my reports bear From a War.time Photograph. 

witness, especially so in en-
gagements with the enemy at Dranesville, Aldie, Charles
town and Newtown. 

Very respectfullJ, your obedient servant, 
JNO. S. MOSBY, Lieut.-Colonel. 
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<ling feast, Mosby, with Thomas Love, rode out to recon
noitre. He came up with the Federals on the road to Rec
tortown, and seeing them building fires, concluded that they 
were going into camp. Instead of doing so, they had only 
halted to warm themselves and to rest. Sending a man to 
notify Chapman and Richards to get their men together so 
as to be ready to attack 
them in the morning, he 
started off with Love to 
make arrangements for the 
morrow. 

As they were passing the 
house of Ludwell Lake, 
)-Iosby concluded to stop 
and get supper. Leaving 
their horses tied at the 
front gate, they entered 
and were soon seated at 
table, enjoying a cup of 
coffee and a warm supper. 
In the room with Mosby 
was Mr. Lake and his 
daughter, Mrs. Skinner. 

Hearing the tramp of 
horses around the house, 
Mosby opened the door 
leading to the back yard 
and saw there a number 
of cavalrymen. He hastily 
closed the door and turned 
to the other door, which 

MAJOR A. E. RICHARDS, 
43d Battalion Virginia Cavalry (Mosby'. 

Ran",rs). 

From a W ..... time Photograph. 

then opened and a party of Federal officers and soldiers 
entered. Mosby's hat, overcoat and cape were lying in a 
corner of the room. As the soldiers entered, he put up his 
hands to his coat collar to hide the stars, the emblem of hIS 
rank, as he knew his chances of escape would be better if he 
could conceal his identity. 

Just then shots were fired from the back yard, and a ball, 
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passing through the window, struck him in the stomach • 
.• I am shot! .. exclaimed ~Iosby. As the firing was contin
ued, the Federal officers and soldiers hurried out of the 
room to escape being shot by their own men, leaving Mosby 
in the room with Love, Lake and his daughter. He was 
faint, and was bleeding profusely from his wound, but 
stepping from the dining room into an adjoining bedroom, 
he pulled off his coat with the tell-tale stars, and hiding 
it under a bureau, fell on the floor as if dead. 

In a few moments the officers returned and struck a light. 
They asked Mrs. Skinner who he was. She replied that he 

COL. NELSOS B. SWEITZER, 

16th New York Cavalry. 

From a War-time Picture. 

was a stranger to her. They then 
asked Mosby his name. He gasped 
a few words, saying he was Lieuten
ant Johnson of the Sixth Virginia. 
They opened his pants, pulled up 
his shirt, which was saturated with 
blood, and the doctor examined the 
wound, pronouncing it mortal. They 

. then stripped him of his boots and 
pants and left the room. 

When Mosby felt satisfied that 
they had all left, he got up and 
walked into the room where Lake 
and his daughter were sitting by 
the fire, to their great astonishment, 
tor they supposed him dead. In-

deed Mosby himself at the time thought his wound mortal. 
The bullet was in him and he thought his intestines were 
cut. 

\Vhen Mr. Lake regained sufficient composure to realize 
the situation, he called a couple of negro boys to get up an 
ox-cart and a pair of oxen, to remove Mosby to a place of 
safety, in case the enemy should return. He was rolled up 
in blankets and carried to the house of widow Glascock. 

A courier was sent to carry the news to the wedding party 
at Blackwell's, and soon a number of the men and two doctors 
came over. At Glascock's Mosby found George Slater, 
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Colonel Mosby's elegant light colored hat with gilt cord 
and tassels, with one side turned up and ornamented with a 
star, together with his overcoat, cape and boots, and tried 
in vain to have any of the prisoners acknowledge that it be
longed to Mosby. The Federals professed great admiration 
for him, and said if they could be assured he was the wounded 
man, they would send back their surgeon to attend him. 
The next morning, when marching down the turnpike, Col
onel Clendenin sent for Mcllhany and had him ride beside 
him until they reached Fairfax, questioning him regarding 
the identity of Mosby and the condition of his command, to 
all of which McIlhany gave evasive answers.S He then tried 
Love, but with no better success. 

At Lake's front gate, hitched to the old-time horse rack, 
stood Colonel Mosby'S fine sorrel, and Love's bay mare. 
Their equipments were all new and similar to those used by 
Federal Officers, hence it was supposed that as each man 
rode off he thought that there were two of his own party 

• Mcllhany, giving an account of his 
treatment, says: ,. On arriving at 
Fairfax Court House, the prisoners 
were placed in the old county jail and 
the next d~y sent to the Old Capitol at 
Washington, wi.ere there were about 
75 of Mosby's men confined. We were 
kept there until February 6, 1865, when 
86 of Mosby's men were handcuffed in 
pairs and, under guard of a lieutenant 
and 28 muskets. marched to the Balti
more and Ohio Depot and taken thence 
to Fort Warren, Boston Harbor. A 
more enraged set of men were never 
seen than these, when standing on Cap
itol street, handcuffed together. When 
Clark, the superintendent of the Old 
Capitol prison was asked for a reason 
for such treatment, he said it was a 

SERGT. H. M. McILHANY, CO. F. shame, but believed the officer was 
From a War-time Photograph. afraid and unwilling to start on the 

journey unless they were handcuffed. 
One of the hardships at the Old Capitol was the quality of the food. as well as 
the quantity. The barrels of beef and mess pork were branded' I. C.,' which 
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behind, owners of the horses, for they remained undisturbed 
after the cavalry had all left. 

When the Federals discovered that it was Mosby whom 
they had let slip through their hands, they made everyex
ertion to discover his whereabouts and capture him, and 
parties were sent through the country in all directiolJs 
searching for him.' 

signified 'Inspected and con
demned.' When we arrived at 
Fort Warren, the officer in com. 
mand would not receive us until 
the handcuffs were removed. 
The treatment and food at Fort 
Warren were far superior to that 
at the Old Capitol, though bad 
enough. We were not released 
until June IS, 1865·" 

H. M. Mcllhany, formerly 
of Warrenton, now residing at 
Staunton, Va., joined Mosby's 
command in 1864. He had been 
assistant to Longstreet's chief 
quartermaster, with the rank of 
captain, hence the three bars on 
his collar when this picture was 
taken. At the organization of 
Company F be was elected first 
sergeant, but owing to the death 
of Lieutenant Bowie while on a 
raid in Maryland, he usually acted 
as lieutenant, until his active 
career was cut short by his capt· 
ure near Salem. 

'GAMBLE to TAYLOR, Decem
ber 27th: "I have been collect
ing from various sources al1 the 

ADJUTANT WM. H. MOSBY, 
43d Battalion Virginia Cavalry, C. S. A. 

From a Wu-t1me Photograph. 

information possible in regard to Mosby being wounded. The wound
ing of the rebel major mentioned in Lieutenant - Colonel Clendenin's 
report occurred, as I am informed, in this manner: Major Frazar, with a 
part of the Thirteenth and Sixteenth New York Cavalry, while passing a farm
house in the vicinity of Middleburg, saw a saddled horse fastened to a fence 
and went to the house. A rebel officer inside came to the door with his boots 
011 and tired his revolver at our men. The men, of course, returned the fire and 
the officer was shot in the body. Major Frazar did not search the officer for 
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a source of much regret to both citizens and soldiers. His 
wound, though painful, was not dangerous, although at first 
it was reported to be mortal. 

not there. Mosby's wound is mortal. He and his party were eating supper 
when the attack was made on the house by Augur's men." 

SHERIDAN to EMORY, Dec. 31: .. How are you getting along? This storm 
is unfortunate. I have no news t«>-day, except the death of Mosby. He died 
from his wounds at Charlottesville." 

Fairfax C. H., Deum"" 31, 1864. 

Colonel WILLIAM GAMBLE, Commanding Cavalry Brigade : 

COLONEL: In obedience to your command, I have the honor to report con· 
cerning the wounding of Colonel Mosby. He was shot by a man of my ad
vance guard under Captain Brown, in Mr. Lake's house, near the Rector's 
Cross-roads, on the evening of the 21st instant, about 9 p. m., at which time I 
was in command of the Sixteenth and Thirteenth New York regiments. Sev
eral shots were fired, and I was informed that a rebel lieutenant was wounded. 
I immediately dismounted and entered the house and found a man lying on the 
floor, apparently in great agony. 
I asked him his name-he an
swered, .. Lieutenant Johnson, Sixth 
Virginia Cavalry." He was in his 
shirt-sleeves - a light blue cotton 
shirt-no hat-no boots-no insignia 
of rank; nothing to denote in the 
slightest degree that he was not 
what he pretended to be. I told 
him I must see his wounds to see 
whether to bring him or not. I 
opened, myself, his pants and found 
that a pistol bullet had entered the 
abdomen about two inches below and 
to the left of the navel; a wound 
that I felt assured was mortal. I 
therefore ordered all from the room, 
remarking, .. He will die in twenty
four hours." Being behind time on 
account of skirmishing all the after
noon with the enemy, I hurried on to 
meet Lieutenant Colonel Clendenin 
at Middleburg, according to orders 
received. Nearly every officer of 

SERGT. ROBERT B. PARROTT, CO. F. 

From a War Picture. 

my command, if not all, saw this wounded man, and no one had the slightest 
idea that it was Mosby. Captain Brown and Major Birdsall were both in the 
room with me when this occurred. After arrival at Middleburg I reported the fact 
of having wounded a rebel lieutenant to Lieutenant-Colonel Clendenin. All soon 
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On their return march (December 26th and 27th) the two 
divisions passed through Fauquier County by different 
routes. Having heard of the wounding of Mosby, they 
made diligent im, some of oing to 
he house wh eing cared fo not find 
im, however laced in the on their 
pproach and the woods, as kept 
oncealed unt he vicinity. 

During the passage of this expedition, a number of horses 
and cattle were taken from the farmers. Many of the Fed
eral cavalry were killed and wounded in skirmishes wIth 
Mosby's men. 5 Our men not only harrassed them through 

FAC-S L FOR MEETING 

he day while h. but at nigh Beattie, 
with a few men. hung around their camp, sending up rock
ets and annoying them, to prevent sleep. 

On the 29th of December, a detachment of about 300 Fed
eral cavalry, under Major Frazar, came up from Fairfax in 
search of Mosby, expecting to find him wounded in some of 
he farm hous oured the co d in the 
eighborhood urg, Piedmon for two 
ays and retu came. 

I The itinerary 
3 enlisted men w 

n states that of th 
shot by guerrilla . 

de" some 
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there, in order to lighten the burden of the people within 
the limits of "Mosby's Confederacy," who, owing to the 
scarcity of food and forage after the wanton destruction of 
~ferritt and Custer, were in many instances barely able to 
provide for themselves the necessaries of life. The other 
companies remained, and were under the command of 
Major Richards, during the absence of Colonell\1osby. 

DURAND SHACKLEFORD, co. E. 

From a W ...... time Photograph. 

On the 30th of January Major 
Richards started from Bloom
field with 30 men for a raid on 
the Baltimore and Ohio Rail
road, between Harper's Ferry 
and Winchester. When he 
reached the road, about I I 

o'clock p. m., he found it heavily 
guarded by infantry and pa
trolled by cavalry, so that he 
could accomplish nothing. He 
sent a portion of his men back, 
but kept with him James and 
Charles Wiltshire, Charles Dear, 
Joseph Bryan, Ed win Gipson, 
Will. Sheppard, Bartlett Boll
ing, John Hearn, and a few 
others, in all about 15 of his 
best men, and moved off toward 
Charlestown. He endeavored 
to cross the railroad, but could 
not do so without giving an 

alarm. Charles Dear and James Wiltshire were sent to 
quietly scout along the road, and soon returned with 2 of the 
mounted patrols. Richards questioned them, and then turned 
them over to Dear and Wiltshire to get the countersign. The 
men were questioned separately, and on finding their answers 
the same-the word being" Clear "-Richards sent Charles 
Wiltshire and Will Sheppard down the railroad to test the 
countersign. They came back with 2 prisoners from the 
Twelfth Pennsylvania Cavalry. 
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Among the prisoners was a very communicative Dutch
man. After talking with him a while, Richards determined 
to pay a visit to Reno Camp of the Twelfth Pennsylvania. 
Taking the Dutchman for a guide, the entire party moved 
on toward the camp. On the road they were met and 
halted by a patrol of 4 men, and in reply to the query as to 
who they were. Richards answered, "Twelfth Pennsyl
vania, Captain Cook's Company." .. All right," said the pa.
trol, and as .they advanced they were captured. Richards 
sent off his prisoners under guard, but kept the Dutchman 
with him. His force was now re-
duced to JO men, and with these he 
entered the camp. The camp was 
laid out with cabins on one side, 
covered with canvas, and opposite 
were the stables with the horses. 
As the party rode along, the sen
tinels were walking their beats, 
and a soldier coming out of one 
of the cabins to replenish the fire 
was captured by Charles Wilt
shire. While some of the men 
were loosing the horses, Bartlett 
Bolling rode up to a sentinel a short 
distance off and demanded his sur
render. The sentry replied with 
a shot, which Bolling returned, EDWIN GIPSOS,' CO. D, 

bringing the man to the ground. From a Photocraph. 

The camp being aroused, Richards 
was compelled to get out in a hurry, firing into the cabins as 
his party retreated .. He brought off 8 horses. 

As Richards retreated through Charlestown, the enemy 
opened quite a brisk fire, but all escaped without injury. 

Sunday, February 5.-Bush. Underwood returned to-day 

1 Edwin Gipson was a promising young lawyer who at the close of the war, 
baving earned the reputation of a good soldier, settled down to the quiet prac
tice of his profession. He was bitten by a 'snake on his farm in 1876. and died 
from its effects. 
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One party of 100 (Twenty-first New York) came to Up
perville before daylight, from which place they sent a de
tachment to the house of Jesse Richards (father of Major 
Richards) and surrounded it. There were in the house at 
the time Major Richards, Capt. Robert S. Walker and pri
vate John Hipkins. Hearing a rap at the door, Captain 

the deserter who accompanied him: that Lieutenant Draper and Captain 
Snow, with that portion of the command, should be at Upperville one hour be
fore daylight on the I9th. 

I stated that the Fourteenth Pennsylvania Cavalry would meet them there 
and if either regiment should fail to be there at the appointed hour, the one on 
the ground should await the arrival of the other until half an hour after day
break. If at half an hour after daybreak either portion of the command pres
ent, they should move acro~s the Shenandoah and camp. Before reaching Paris 

BUSH ROD UNDERWOOD, CO. A. 
Drawn from an old Photograph. 

Captain Martindale expressed himself of 
the opinion that Piedmont would be the 
better point to meet at. I accepted Cap-
tain Martindale's opinion because I had 
always understood that he was well in
formed regarding the geography of the 
country, while I am not. I sent for Lieu
tenant Draper, who was near me, in order 
to commuicate my change of the place of 
rendezvous. I sent for him and directed 
him to communicate my change of orders 
to Captain Snow, because the command 
was obliged to march by file. and Captain 
Snow, who was the rear, would find it 
very difficult to pass the column. We 
were near Paris and time was precious. 
I told Lieutenant Draper that he would 
be held reponsible for the communication 
of my orders. When I reached Paris, 
Captain Snow's column took the proper 
route; I think the Fourteenth Pennsylva· 
nia Cavalry, 2 scouts and Captain Martin
dale and Lieutenant Baker, moved to the 
right of Paris. I proceeded to search such 
houses as were pointed out by the deserter 

from Mosby, who accompanied me. as the homes of Mosby's men and officers 
and the places used for storage of the enemy's supplies. At the firs~ house I. or
dered to be searched, Lieutenant Jones, Fourteenth Pennsylvama Cavalry. 
whom I had ordered. with 25 men, to search all houses which I tbought should 
be searched, was left with 2 men. Before he haa finished searching. I moved 
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Walker got up and was about to open it, when one of the 
Federal soldiers, growing impatient, thundered away at the 
door with the butt of his carbine. Walker immediately 
went back and he and the others hid themselves. Upon 
forcing open the door, the Federals struck a light and 

the column, presuming Lieutenant Jones would follow the course the regiment 
had taken. Lieutenant Jones mistook the route taken by tbe regiment and 
failed to overtake it. I moved by way of Markham Station to a point on the 
road from Upperville to Piedmont, and 2 miles from the latter point. I arrived 
at this point at 6'30 a. m. I sent a patrol consisting of a sergeant and 10 men 
from the point to Piedmont. I sent a verbal 
message by the sergeant to Captain Snow to 
move immediately to my position, it being 
on the direct road to Winchester by way of 
Ashby's Gap. I directed the sergeant to 
move tbere and back rapidly. Tbe sergeant 
having arrived at Piedmont, found that the 
Twenty first New York Cavalry was not 
there and had not been there. Thinking 
Captain Snow might have pursued my first 
instructions to meet me with his command 
at Upperville, I expected to find that he had 
remained there until half an hour after day. 
light, and consequently he would not be far 
ahead of me. 

On arriving at Upperville, I was aston· 
ished to tind that Captain Snow had left that 
place at 5 o'clock tbat morning, instead of 
the later hour I had directed. Small parties 
of the enemy continually harassed our rear, 
and threatened our front and flanks. On ar. 
riving at Paris. they made strong demonstra. 

CAPT. ROBERT S. WALKER, CO. B. 
From a War·time Photograph. 

tions, and as we passed throu;::h that place the command was harassed by 
musketry from behind a stone wall. The stone wall was on elevated ground 
protected by natural obstacles from an attack from cavalry and protected per
fectly from our fire. I succeeded in marching the command through the town 
without sustaining any loss. Up to this time I had captured 18 of the enemy, 
including Mosby's quartermaster and one lieutenant of the line, together with 
about 50 horses. 

On arriving at a point on the road from Paris to Berry's Ferry where the 
road to Shepherd's Ford turns off, it became necessary to march the command 
by tile, owing to a narrow passage through the rocks. of the path known as the 
road to Shepherd's Ferry. I halted the command to put everything in the 
best order, lest we should be attacked while in the path. 

The following was the disposition of my command at the time: Lieutenant 
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searched the house, but did not succeed in finding Richard! 
or his companions, though they got most of their clothes. 
They ransacked every drawer and closet in the house, taking 
silverware and everything they fancied. The most serious 
loss to the Major, however, was a handsome new dress uni
form and overcoat, which he had just received from Balti
more. 

After leaving Richards' house, the detachment of Federal 
cavalry returned to Upperville to rejoin their companions, 

J. L. MOON, CO. D. 
From a Photograph taken when a Cadet at the Virginia 

Military Institute. 

Jones was missing from the 
night before j Lieutenant Ne
smith, Fourteenth Pennsylva
nia Cavalry, had been seriously 
wounded the preceding night; 
Captain D. K. Duff, Four
teenth Pennsylvania Cavalry, 
and myself were the only offi
cers present for duty. I placed 
Captain Duff in charge of the 
rear guard, which consisted of 
40 men. The advance and 
main portion of the command 
consisted of So men. The 
prisoners and led horses un
der guard of 25 men were in 
the advance of Captain Duff's 
portion of the command and in 
the rear of the main body. I 
made the rear guard so strong, 
in proportion to the size of 
my command, owing to the 
enemy's repeated and vigor
ous attacks on it. I was at the 
head of the column. I turned 
around in order to observe 
the condition of the column, 

and looking to the rear, which had not entered the new direction, I observed 
several men hold up their hands and make gestures which I supposed were 
intended to inform me that the rear was attacked. I immediately ordered the 
command" right into 111 .. :," ordered the prisoners and led horses to be moved 
forward quickly into the path and to follow the extreme advance, which I did 
not recall. 

No sooner had I issued these commands, than I saw Captain Duff and his 
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Major Gibson, with his detachment of 150 of the Four
teenth Pennsylvania Cavalry, went along the mountain road 
to Markham and Piedmont and thence to Upperville, where 
they expected to join the Twenty-first New York, but not 
finding them, and seeing little parties of our men watching 
their movements from the surrounding hills, they became 
alarmed and pushed on rapidly toward Ashby's Gap. 

Sam. Alexander, George Triplett and Clem. Edmonds were 
sleeping in their little" shebang" when they heard the Fed-

SAM. ALEXANDER, CO. B. 

ing at me, and my pistol was un
loaded. I turned and polssed a 
number of the men. I again at
tempted to rally them. I told them 
that there were only a few following 
us, and they could be easily taken. 
My horse had been wounded and 
my leg was altogether useless. I 
wailed until the last of our men, . 
mixed up with a large number of 
escaped, led and riderless horses, 
passed me. I was ordered to sur
render, two of the enemy in advance 
endeavoring to beat me oft' my 
horse with their pistols. I suc
ceeded in again passing a number 
of the men and tried to rally them, 
but it was impossible; they were 
panic-stricken; one of my own 
men. as I presented my empty 
revolver at the head of another, 
trying to stop him. ran between us 
and knocked that out of my hand. 
Again, the rear of the command, 
now reduced to about 24 men and 

about 60 horses and mules, passed me, and I was unarmed and alone in the 
rear. I passed several of the men and endeavored to persuade them of the 
weakness of the enemy, their unloaded pistols, etc., but it was fruitless; com
mands and persuasions were disregarded. 

I suffered terribly from physical pain and could do little to stop them by 
physical force. I reached the river; my horse fell several times in it, but at 
last I got across. Captain Martindale forced most of the men across to halt 
and form here, and cover the crossing of the few who had reached the river. 
Captain Martindale, myself, 2 scouts and 12 men were saved. We awaited 
to see if more would come, but none came; 8 had crossed and arrived at 
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close quarters, and our men broke and routed them com
pletely. The road from Mount Carmel to Shepherd's l\lill, 
.along which the Federals fled, was very narrow. and on either 

A. LEE PATTESON, CO. C. 
From a War·time Photograph. 

side was a thick growth of 
trees and brush. I t was 
literally strewn with 
hats, belts, carbines, tur
keys and chickens-both 
Ii ving and dead-clothing 
and plunder of all kinds. 
which the pillagers in 
their flight had thrown 
away. The blood from 
the wounded men and 
horses crimsoned the 
snow along the road. 

Thirteen Federals were 
killed and a great number 
wounded; 63 prisoners, 
including several officers. 
were captured, with 90 
horses. Five or six horses 
we r e killed. Nineteen 
prisoners. which the Fed

erals had picked up on their road, were released, and a num
ber of horses were recaptured and restored to their owners. 

mand. There was no property but one wagon and one ambulance, 2 horses 
.and 6 mules in it. We brought the horses and mules along, but they, with the 
rest, were lost in the fight. 

Trusting, general, that you will grant me the court of inquiry at the earliest 
practicable moment, I remain your obedient servant, 

THOS. GIBSON, Maj()r C()I1I",a"ain~ Ddachmml. 
Major WILL RUMSEY, A . A. G., &cond Cav. Division. 

Rport ()f Capl. Hmry E. Snoul, Twt"nlyjirsl N. Y. CavalrJ" 

CAMP TWENTY-FIRST N. Y. VOLUNTEt.R CAVALRY. 

Camp Av~rdl, Va., h6 18 (19), 1865. 

SIR: I have the honor to report that I was detailed yesterday, the 18th 
instant, to take command of 100 men of the Twenty-first (Griswold's Light) 
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passed, to cross over in their rear, in order tl) pick up any 
who might escape Captain Glascock, who would attack in 
front. 

The Federals, seeing us, halted, but mistaking us for 
some of their own men, again 
moved on. Glascock, thinking 
they were about to retreat, or
dered a charge, and the fight 
which ensued being in a narrow 
road, at close quarters, was very 
destructive to the enemy, 12 of 
w hom, dead or wounded, lay 
on the ground at the close, 
together with 6 horses killed. 
Nine prisoners were taken. 
Our loss was one man, Francis 
:\1arion Yates, of Rappahan
nock, who was accidentally 
killed by our own men in the 
charge. 

Ed. O'Brien was wounded in 

THOMAS MOSS, CO. D. 

From a Photograph taken during the War. 

the leg, and Thomas Moss was injured by his horse falling 
with him. Zach. F. Jones had his horse badly wounded. 

John Hipkins was with the party sent to cut off the retreat 
of the enemy, and his pistol failing to fire, he threw it at one 
of the Federals across the road and knocked him from his 
horse.' 

Ed. Thomson, with 30 picked men, among them Charles 
Dear, J. Willie Dear, John Newcomb, Crawford, James 

• GAloiBLE to TAYLOR, March 12, 1865: "COLONEL: The patrol-I officer, 
sergeant and 20 men, Thirteenth New York CavalrY-Ivas attacked by guer
rillas at I p. m. about 2 miles beyond Vienna, this side of Peach Grove stock
ade. Lieutenant Cuyler was with the party and reports by signal from Vienna 
2 men killed, 5 wounded, 6 horses killed, and I wounded. The balance of the 
patrol came into Vienna. A detailed report will be sent so soon as received. 
I have ordered a squadron from Prospect Hill to march through the woods one 
mile on the ftank of the daily patrol until the cavalry now out returns, when 
the country in front will be swept by the whole cavalry force at night, and 
every house examined from here to Bull Run Mountains at the same time, 
where the guerrillas stop at night. ,. 
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Lowndes, J. S. Mason and L. R. Mason, was sent on a scout 
from Loudoun. They went through the enemy's lines to 
Munson's Hill, capturing a patrol of 10 men, whom they 
met on their route, with their horses and equipments, 
and afterwards cutting their way through the lines near 
Springfield Station, returned to the command without 
10ss.3 

Wednesday, Maf'ck lS.-A detachment of the Eighth Illinois 
Cavalry, on their return march from a raid into Rappahan-

nock, passed through Fauquier 
County. Near The Plains they 
came upon John T. Waller of 
Company A and Harry T. Sin
nott of Company B, who being 
penned up in Fishback's lane, 
were called upon to surrender. 
Waller replied by opening fire 
on the enemy. The Federals 
returned the fire and WalIer 
was shot through the head and 
instantly killed. Sinnott jumped 
the fence and made his escape. 
One of the Federal officers told 
George Fishback that Waller 
was the bravest man he ever saw. 

FRANCIS MARION YATES, CO. D. He was buried at The Plains, 
Killed March 12, 1865, in skirmish with and after the war hl's remal'ns 

patrol of 16th N. Y. Cavalry. 

was removed to Lynchburg. 
Lieut. Harry Hatcher, with a few men, followed the Fed

eral cavalry down the turnpike below Aldie, when, thinking 
they had gone back, he returned to the house and went to 
bed. In the room with him was a young man who was to 
be married in a few days. 

A party of the cavalry that had been sent back sur
rounded the house. Hatcher, hearing the bustle outside, 

a TAYLOR to GAMBLE, March 12, 1865: "Guerrillas carried off last night 
a citizen and 7 horses from the vicinity of Upton's HilI. Your people must be 
kept on the alert and make continual scouts. Have you heard from the de· 
tachment sent to Warrenton and Sperryville?" 
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put his head out of the window and seeing a number of sol
diers around, asked: 

.. Boys, are the Yankees about? " 
"We are Yankees," replied one of them, "come down." 
"Wait till I get my clothes 

on," said Hatcher. 
Then turning to the young 

man, he said in a low voice: 
II Hide yourself and I will go 
down. 'Tis better for them to 
take me than you." 

When he opened the door they 
asked if there were any more 
rebels about. "N 0," said Hatch
er; and they went on their way, 
taking him along as a prisoner. 4 

Monday, March ~O.-A report 
was brought in by our scouts 
that a large body of Federal 
troops had crossed the river at 
Harper's Ferry and were then 
camped at Hillsborough. This 
force we afterwards learned was 
composed of the Twelfth Penn
sylvania Cavalry, Colonel Reno, 

HARRY T. SINNOTT, co. B.' 
From a War-time Photograph. 

and a regiment of infantry under Colonel Bird, and 
was sent over to drive Mosby's Rangers out of Loudoun 
County. Colonel Mosby immediately dispatched couriers 
to order a rendezvous at Hamilton. 

Tu~sday, March ~1.-Command met at Hamilton, or as it 
was more frequently called, Harmony, in the Quaker Settle
ment. One hundred and twenty-eight men were present 

, Lieut. Harry Hatcher died April 23. 1895, at his residence. about 3 miles 
from Middleburg, in Fauquier County. He was paralyzed about a year pre
vious to his death. Though a great sufferer. he remained cheerful and enjoyed 
the society of his friends and old comrades to the last. 

SHarry T. Sinnott was a member of Company E, Forty-fourth Virginia 
Infantry. He joined Mosby in June, 1863; was a member of Company A until 
the organization of Company B, when he was transferrerl to that company and 
so remained up to the surrender. 
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wounded, some mortally. Thirteen, including one lieuten
ant, were captured, together with IS horses. 

COLONEL MARCUS A. RESO, 

12th Pennsylvania Cavalry. 

From a War·time Photograph. 

Our loss was 2 killed, 
James Keith and 'Virt 
M. Binford. 8 John A. 
Chew,7 Ben. Fletcher, 
Manning, Shipley and 
two or three others 
were wounded. 

Mosby drew off his 
men and halted in a field 
in full view of the Fed
eral cavalry. The men 
cheered, waved their 
hats, and used every 
means to draw the cav
alry away from. the in
fantry. Some of our 
men, venturing too 
close to the enemy's 
lines, were fired on, and 
one, Joseph Griffin was 
wounded and his horse 

was killed. He attempted to gain the shelter of the woods, 
but was pursued and captured. 8 

The Battalion being ordered to meet next morning about 
three miles from Hamilton, moved off towards North Fork. 
The men scattered about in small squads and remained at 
farm houses in the neighborhood. Pickets were placed 

• Wirt M. Binford was a youth but little over 17 years of age. His body 
was taken to Richmond after the war and buried in Hollywood Cemetery. 

7 John A. Chew was transferred from Chew's Battery to Mosby's Rangers 
in November, 1864. In the fight at Hamilton he was badly wounded and has 
never been able to walk since; otherwise he is in good health. 

8 .. While engaged in equipping and disciplining this force for active move
ments, either up the Valley or wherever it might be ordered, I had detachments of 
cavalry out daily, scouting the roads south from Winchester; and with the in
tention of destroying supplies said to be collected at Upperville, I directed 
an expedition to that point under Col. M. A. Reno, of the Twelfth Pennsylva
nia Cavalry, composed of his own regiment and the First Regiment, First 
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Charles B. Wiltshire, a veteran in the regular service. He 
had been wounded on three occasIons: first, at Manassas, 
then at Kernstown, and again, with General Rosser, in \Vest 
Virginia. The last was a 
disabling wound, and he 
was retired. \V hen he 
jomed Mosby he came with 
one crutch, which he broke 
over the head of a Federal 
cavalryman on the Valley 
pike while on a scout. 

About the latter part of 
March, Mosby told Wilt
shire of his intention to 
make him a lieutenant in 
Company H, which he pro
posed soon to organize, and 
at the same time ordered 
him to take a few men for a 
scout in the Valley, on the 
\Vinchester and Potomac 
Railroad. \Viltshire accord
ingly started on the 30th of 
March, with John Orrick, 
George Murray Gill and 

JOHN H. FOSTER, CO. A. 

Wounded !II.reh 23, 1865. in " .kirmi.h De.r 
Middleburg. 

From" Photograph taken duriDIl the War. 

Bartlett Bolling, to fulfil his mission. On the road he met 
Philip and Robert Eastham (" Bob Ridley") who were on 
their way with a message to Colonel Mosby, then in Lou
doun. 

Leaving Philip Eastham to deliver the message. Robert 
Eastham joined Wiltshire and his little party. They went 
by way of Berryville, near which place Eastham and Bol
ling stopped at a house to make some inquiries, while Wilt
shire, Gill and Orrick rode on ahead. W hen Eastham and 
Bolling reached the top of a hill, in view of the residence of 
Col. Daniel Bonham, they saw their three companions dash
ing off at full speed toward the house, while two Federal 
soldiers, one of whom they afterwards learned was Lieut. 
Eugene Ferris, of the Thirtieth Massachusetts Infantry, were 
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Captain Baylor moved off with his company, numbering 
52 men, through Snicker's Gap, thence along the Shenan
doah river to Rock Ford, where he crossed, swimming the 
horses. 

Learning that the Loudoun Rangers were camped near 
Halltown, Baylor was not long in making up his mind to 

CAPTAIN GEORGE BAYLOR, CO. H. 

From a Photograph taken after the War. 

give them attention. 
Reaching their camp, 
he led his men to 
the attack and was 
soon in possession, 
capturing 45 pris
oners and over 70 
horses, together with 
arms and camp equi
page. Baylor had one 
man w 0 u n d e d
Frank Helm, of War
renton, while the Fed
erals lost 5 or 6 killed 
and wounded. 1 (See 
Colonel Clendenin's 
Report, Appendix, 
XXXVIII.) 

About this time 
news was received of 
the fall of Richmond 
and the surrender of 
Lee's army. This cast 

a gloom over all. Some were hopeful and still looked for
ward to something, they knew not what, which should bring 
about a change in the existing state of affairs and lead to a suc
cessful result. The rumors of recognition and intervention 
which had been circulated were now eagerly caught up by 

1" On the 6th 01 April a body of Mosby's guerrillas surprised the camp of 
the Loudoun County Rangers near Charlestown, capturing a number of men 
and nearly all their horses."-R~Po,.t oj Majo,.-Gm~ral W. S. Haneocl. 

'General MORGAN, Chuj 0/ Staff " Ha,.p~,.,s F~,.,.)'. Va., April/l, 1865. 

Mosby surprtsed camp of Loudoun Rangers near Keys' Ford and cleaned 
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persons who in despair were ready to give credence to any
thing which might afford the faintest ray of hope. Nearly 
all were astounded when they heard of the surrender of 
Lee's army, which was looked upon as the shield and armor 
of the Confederacy. So often successful and deemed almost 
invincible. it was conceded to be a hopeless contest when it 
had failed. 

The London Times, speaking of this army, said: 
Not even. the Grand Army of Napoleon himself could 

count a series of more brilltant victories than the forces 
which, raised chiefly from the high spirited population of 
Virginia, have defeated so many invasIons of that state and 
crushed the hopes of so many 
National generals. Chiefs ana 
soldiers have now failed for the 
first and last time. They were 
victorious until victory was no 
longer to be achieved by human 
valor, and then they fell with 
honor. Theirs has been no gradual 
decay in courage or discipline. no 
demoralization, the result of sue· 
cessive defeats. 'What they were 
at the Chickahominy and Chan. 
cellorsville, they were nn the day. 
when the overpowering forces ot 
Grant and Sheridan forced them 
back from their defenses at Peters-
burg. If Stonewall Jackson had l.IEUT. B. FRAlIn{ CARTER, JR., 

CO.H. 
been alive to witness the ruin of From a Photograph taken during the 

the army which he had so often War. 

helped to victory. he would have 
no reason to be ashamed of its conduct in its btest 
hour. 

them out. Made the attack about 10 o'clock. I have sent out some infantry. 
When I get a report will send you particulars. Respectfully, 

JOHN D. STEVENSON, Brigadi~r-Gm~ral. 

General MORGAN, CltitlOI Staff: Harptr's Ftrry, April 6, 1866. 

The force that attacked camp of Loudoun Rangers was a part of Mosby's 
command. They captured 25 men of the Rangers, a small party of the Fifth 
New York guarding baggage; also some horses. The number of attacking 
force was about 100 men. They crossed at one of the upper fords of the Shen
andoah and recrossed at Keys' Ford. 

JOHN D. STEVENSON, Br(i[adur-Gmtral. 
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perville On the 8th, they marched to The Plains and dis
persed, with orders to meet next morning. 

On the morning of the 9th (Sunday) they met and remained 
at The Plains until afternoon, when Captain Baylor gave 
orders to march, and they set out for Fairfax, intending to 
capture a train hauling 
wood to Alexandria. 
Rain set in about dark 
and continued all night. 
On the morning of the 
10th, learning that the 
train would not come 
out, Baylor started on 
his return to Fauquier. 

The Federal com
mander at Fairfax Sta
tion, Colonel Albright, 
was apprised of their 
presence, and imme
diately despatched a 
for c e in pursuit. I 
\Vhile partially dis
mounted at Arundel's, 
Companies D and H 
were attacked by a de-
tachment of the Eighth JOSEPH BRYAN, CO. D. 

Illinois Cavalry, under 
Captain \Varner. Lieutenants Thomson and B. Frank 
Carter, with about 30 men, charged and checked the 
advance, causing them to waver, but seeing our men in 
confusion, they rallied and droye us back. In the retreat 
which followed a few determined men, among them Lieut. B. 

------- --
I HEADQUARTERS FIRST SEPARATE BRIGADE. 

Fair/ax Courl Houu. April 10. 1865. 

Lieut.-Col. J. H. TAYLOR. C"i~/o/ Siaff: 
COLONEL: The detachment of the Eighth Illinois Cavalry which went out 

this morning, as previously reported, from Fairfax Station, met Mosby's bat
talion from the Northern Neck, under Captain Baylor, and as usual whipped 
it like the devil. The Eighth captured a number of horses and some prisoners. 

Digitized by Coog Ie 



MOSBY'S RANGERS. 

Frank Carter, Lieut. James G. Wiltshire, Sergeant Mohler~ 
Joseph Bryan, Thomas Kidd, B. B. Ransom, H. C. Dear and a 

H. C. DEAR, CO. D.' 

few others, formed a rear 
guard and saved many from 
death or capture. This brave 
little band, for four or five 
miles of the chase, exposed 
themselves, with reckless dar
ing, to save their comrades.. 
Mohler's horse becoming ex
hausted, floundered in the 
mud near a sharp curve in the 
road. With the Federal cav
alry pressing hard in their rear, 
and a party seeking to cut 
'them off by crossing the field, 
so as to come out on the road 
in their front, they could not 
get him up behind them, but 
Wiltshire and Bryan, each 
taking one of Mohler's hands, 
carried him along between 

their horses until they overtook a riderless horse, which 
they caught and gave to Mohler, and .then turned to fire on 

Had a few men wounded and half a dozen horses killed. A detailed report will 
be made as soon as practicable. WM. GAMBLE, 

Colond Commanding Brigad~. 

Apri110. 1865. 
Colonel GA~IIILE: 

I have just come into camp from a light with a battalion of ~fosby's ~Ien 

under command of Captain Baylor. I whipped him like thunder, captured 
a number of horses and some provisions. Had a few men wounded and half 
a dozen horses killed. Will send a full account at an early hour. 

CHAS. ALBRIGHT, C(Jlond. 

• In his letter enclosing pictures of himself and J. W. Dear, ~Ir. H. C. Dear 
wrote: "I send you a picture taken in Waterford a few days after the fight at 
Hamilton. I was with a little scoutinll party. We entered the town amI took 
turns standing guard while each had his picture taken, and then raced from .he 
oown, pursued by Means' Men . 

.. My brother J. W. Dear and Tom King were captured by Means' Men 
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Lieutenant 'Viltshire, calling my attention to this circum
stance. remarked: 

" Has it never struck you as being a notable fact that the 
first big fight of the war occurred on Bull Run and the last 
trail, again followed, taking with me Lieutenant H upp's command. At Arundel's 
I discovered them formed in line, and behind the house, barn and fences. I 

ordered my men into line as rapidly as I 
could, advanced and opened fire. The 
rebels broke and I charged after them. 
We drove them to Wolf Run Shoals and saw 
their rear cross. I did not deem it prudent 
to follow any further, from the fact that our 
horses were pretty well exhausted and the 
column pretty well scattered along the 
road. The enemy's force was a battalion 
of Mosby's command. Companies D and 
H, Captain Baylor in command-Captain 
Briscoe was in command of Company D
numbering allogether about 150 men. 
They started from Upperville Saturday 
morning last. 

The casualties are as follows: Company 
G, 2 men slightly wounded, 3 horses killed 
and 3 wounded. Company H. I horse 

LIEUT. JAMES G. WILTSHIRE, killed. Company K, I horse killed and I 
CO. H. wounded. 

From a War-time Picture. List of prisoners and property capt-
ured: Richard McVey (wounded severely). 

Edward Hefllebower, Thomas F. Harney, Engineer Bureau, Lieutenant Com
pany F, Sixth Missouri-brought ordnance to Colonel Mosby and joined his 
command; First Sergeant David G. Mohler, Company H, Samuel Rogers. Six 
horses captured. Six or 8 horses killed; 7 complete sets of horse equipments. 

The road from Mr. Arundel's to Wolf Run Shoals was strewn with blankets. 
hats, caps, etc. I have no doubt a number of the enemy were wounded and 
probably some killed that were got away through the woods. 

I cannot speak too highly of the gallantry of Captain Warner, Lieutenants 
Brooks and Hupp, and also of their men. It is also my duty to add that the 
information was brought me from Arundel's. a heretofore suspected rebel fam
ily. Shan I send the prisoners over? 

I have the honor to be, very truly, your obedient servant. 
CHARLES ALBRIGHT, 

Cd. 201M R~gimmt Pmnsyh'a,,;a ro/s., COtNmantii"K Post. 
[Indonement.] 

HDQRS. SEPARATE BRIGADE, 

Fair/ax C. H., Api/10, 1866. 
Respectfully forwarded to department headquarters. 
Credit is due to Colonel Albright for his energy in obtaining the information 
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On Wednesday, April 12th, Colonel Mosby received a 
despatch from General Hancock, commanding the forces in 
the Valley, calling on him to surrender his command on the 

MAJ.-GES. W. S. HANCOCK AND HIS DIVISION GENERALS. 

Gen •. Francis C. Barlo .. , David B. Birney and John Gibbon. 

formaJly surrender, as all his men have fine animals and are generaJly armed 
with 2 pistols only. They will not give up these things, I presume, as long as 
they can escape. I will employ the cavalry force here in hunting them down. 

W. S. HASCOCK, Afnjor-Gm~ral. 

HDQRS. MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION, 

Major T. W. LusK, Cnarksto1lJII, Va.: 
April 15, 1865. 

Mosby's Men can surrender on the same terms as Lee's men and go to their 
homes. It is only necessary that they deliver up their arms and horses and 
take a parole not to take up arms again unless regularly exchanged. 

C. H. MORGAS, .Brroti Br~l(ldi".Gm~ral. 
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ideas, caused by receiving kind expressions of sympathy 
and regard, when I expected a harsh, cruel or haughty re
ception, impressed me so favorably with this true gentle
man and dIstinguished soldier. Be that as it may, I have 
never met a man for whom I have a higher regard, or more 
profound respect than I have, even at this date, for General 
Hancock. I had never before felt at all ashamed of myoid 
gray uniform, but when this true soldier held my hand and 
looked kindly and squarely into my face, and saId, in a firm 
and earnest voice, .. I sympathize with you in what you be-

DR. A. MONTEIRO, 

Surgeon. HS BattalioD VirgiDia Cavalry. C. S. A. 

lieve to be a great misfortune. You have fought bravely 
and have nothing to be ashamed of. You have, like gallant 
soldiers, left your cause to the ~od of battles. and the arbit
rament of the sword has decided against you. Let us once 
more kneel down at the same altar, and be like brothers of 
the same household," I felt, I suppose, as the Prodigal Son 
ought to have felt, when he dropped the corn husks and 
abandoned his riotous living. to return once more to the 
home of his father. On finding such a man as General 
Hancock, a great leader, an accomplished officer and a per
fect gentleman, against us, I, for the first time, encountered 
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a doubt as to the righteousness of our cause. This noble 
old hero was so kind, considerate and gentle in his manner 
to us, when we had so little to expect of him, that he con
quered me more effectually by his manly sympathy and 
noble sentiments than could have been done by brute force 
and military despotism." 

In reply to Colonel Mosby's communication, General 
I Iancock sent the following: 

HEADQUARTERS MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION, } 
lVille/It'S/t'f', V"., Aprtl 16, 1865. 

To Colonel JOHN S. MOSBY, C. S. A. 
COLONEL: ~Iajor-General Hancock directs me to ac

knowledge the receipt of your communication by the hand 
of Lieutenant-Colonel Chap
man, of the 15th instant, In 

n'j)ly to mine of the 11th. 
The General does not think 
it necessary to designate an 
offic~r to meet you to arrange 
an armistice. as you suggest. 

Cnderstanding, however, 
your motives in hesitating 
to surrender your command 
without defimte intelligence 
from _your former superiors, 
the General is very willing 
to allow a reasonable time 
for you to acquire the infor
matIon you desire. It is not 
practicable for you to com
municate with General Lee. 
as he isno longer in authority. 
Lieutenant - Colonel Chap
man, the bearer of your 
communication, has been 

ROBERT CHEW. CO. D.- furnished with such evidence 
From a Photograph taken in April, ,86.. as will undoubtedly satisfy 

you that further resistance 
on the part of your command can result in no good to the 
cause in which you ha\'c becn engaged. 

- Robert Chew enlisted in Company D, Mosby's command. in April. 1864. 
lie was then seventeen years of ag~. lie was badly wounded on Christmas 
e\·e. 1864. while scouting with J. West Aldridge near Point of Rocks. He 
rode IS miles after being wounded. 
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The following instructions were given General Torbert: 

HEADQUARTERS :MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION, 

Brevet Major-General TORBERT, 
Chief of Cavalry.-

April 16, 1865. 

The Major-General commanding directs me to inform you 
that Colonel Mosby, C. S. Army, will be at Millwood, Tues
day next, the 18th 
inst_, at 12m., for the 
purpose of arranging 
the surrender of his 
command or defi
nitely declining; with
out doubt the former. 
The General desires 
you to send Briga
oier - General Chap
man to meet Colonel 
Mosby and conduct 
the negotiations with 
him. If Mosby is 
ready to surrender his 
command on Tues
day, the General 
desires General Chap
man to finish up the 
matter. Blank par
oles will be furnisbed 
him in sufficient num
ber for that purpose. 

The General de
sires Colonel Mosby 
to have a muster roll 

CORPL. GEORGE SKINNER, CO. A. 

of his command, a duplicate of which is to be retained by 
General Chapman. The officers and men are to be paroled 
individually, in duplicate, the duplicate forms being for
warded to the Provost-Marshal at these Headquarters. The 
enlisted men are to turn in their arms and all Confederate 
States' horses or horses formerly belonging to the United 
States. The General will not demand the surrender of 
their private animals. If Colonel Mosby has any artillerj 
or public transportation (captured or otherwise) it is to be 
included in the surrender. The paroles being given, the 
officers and men will be allowed to return to their homes. 
The Major-General Commanding wishes General Chapman 
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reached Millwood about a half hour before the time ap
pointed for the expiration of the truce, and met General 
Chapman and Staff, with a number of Federal officers, await
ing his arrival. The interview was conducted with mutual 
courtesy. Colonel Mosby asked an extension of the time of 
the truce, to enable him to communicate with the Confeder
ate authorities or learn the exact condition of affairs in the 
South. General Chapman stated that he had no power to 
alter the terms fixed by General Hancock, but would assume 
the responsibility of arranging another truce to expire on 
the 20th of April at 12 m., and would also submit to General 
Hancock for approval the following agreement: 

organization for parole, but to disband the battalion, giving to each individual 
to choose his own course. He informed me he had already advised his command 
that those who chose to do so could 
go and give their parole. For him
self, he said, he had no favors to ask, 
being quite willing to stand by his 
acts, all of which he believed to be 
justifiable; and in the course of my 
conversation with him, he remarked 
that he did not expect to remain in the 
country. I made an agreement with 
him for a suspension of hostilities 
for forty-eight hours longer, expiring 
at noon on the 25th, and a conditional 
agreement for a further suspension for 
ten days. These agreements are here
with enclosed, and I will inform 
Colonel Mosby of the action of the 
General commanding, as soon as ad· 
vised. I did not give him to hope 
that this agreement for a ten days' 
suspension would be concurred in. I 
regret that I have not the pleasure of 
communkating the surrender of this 
force, but trust my action in the prem
ises will meet your approval. The 
interview throughout was character· 
ized by good feeling. Perhaps I 
ought, in justice to Colonel Mosby 

JOHN T. BEAL, CO. D. 
From a Photograph taken when a member of 

Ce>. C, 19th VirgiDia Infantry. 

and his officers, to state a universal regret was ex?ressed becaus! of the assas
sination of the President. 

I am very respectfully, your obl:dient servant, 
GEORGE H. CHAP:\fAN, Brigadi~r-Gml'ral. 
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Millwood. Truce of hostilities in such case will only refer 
to that point, and be of such duration as only to allow 
time to prepare and sign the paroles and receive the public 
property. After the expiration of this truce, General Han
cock is commanded not to offer you or your men terms 
again. s 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. G. MITCHELL, Brevet Colonel and A. D. C. 

To Colonel JOHN S. MOSBY, C. S. A., 
C011l1llalldillg, etc., Jlil/wood, Va. 

_._- - ~---------------------

Maj.-Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 
Clzie./ oj S/tl1f: 

8 IVinc/us/~r, Va., April 19, 1865. 

Colonel Mosby asks for a suspension of hostilities for ten days to learn the 
fate of Johnson. He says if Johnson surrenders or is beaten he will 
disperse his command 
and leave the country. 
He has already notifi~d 
his men that they might 
indh·idually come in 
and be paroled if they 
desire. Some of them 
are coming in. The 
officers of his com
mand, 15 or 20 in 
number, yesterday uni
versally expressed re
gret at the death of the 
President. The people 
are all anxious for 
Mosby to surrender. 
If the authorities at 
Washington think it 
advisable to allow a 
truce of ten days, I 
should like to be noti
fied to·day; otherwise 
the truce will end with 
him to· morrow at noon. 

W. S. HANCOCK, 
Major-Gm~ral. 

Washing/on. 
April 19, 1865. 

Major·Gen. HANCOCK, 
W;ndusf~r, Va.: 

FRANK M. ANGELO. CO. C. 

From a War-time Photograph. 

If Mosby does not avail himself of the present truce. end it and hunt him 
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commander. After an association of more than two event
ful years, I part from you with a just pride ill the fame of 
your achievements, and a grateful recollection of your 
generous kindness to myself. And now, at this moment of 
bidding you a final adieu, accept the assurance of my un
changing confidence and regard. 

Farewell ! 
JOHN SINGLETON MOSBY. 

GEN. R. E. LEE, C. S. A 

While the address was being read, a profound silence 
reigned j and when the word" farewell" was uttered, it fell 
like a knell upon the ears of the assembled band. They 
gave Mosby three hearty cheers and the order was given to 
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the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad" -alluding to the 
"Greenback Raid" and capture of the two paymasters, 
with $168,000. 

A Federal officer was afterwards sent to Millwood, where 
a number of the men went and were paroled. 

LIEUT.-GEN. U. s. GRANT, u. s. A. 

After the disbanding of the command at Salem, Colonel 
~Iosby started South with about 30 or 40 men, with the in
tention of joining the army under Gen. Joe Johnson, but 
learning that Johnson's army had surrendered, and that the 
cause was hopeless, he disbanded the men who accompanied 
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CONFEDERATE REPORTS, ETC. 

reaching there I discovered that they had fallen back about 10 miles 
down the Alexandria pike. I then returned 6 or 8 miles back and 
stopped about 10 o'clock at night at a point about 2 miles from 
the pike. 

Early the next morning one of my men, whom I had left over on the 
Leesburg pike. came dashing in and announced the rapid approach of 
the enemy. But he had scarcely given us the information. when the 
enemy appeared a few hundred yards off. corning up at a gallop. At 
this time our horses were eating; all had their bridles off. and some 
even their saddles; they were 
all tied in a barn-yard. Throw
ing open the gate. I ordered 
a counter charge. to which 
the men promptly responded. 
The Yankees. never dream
ing of our assuming the 
offensive. terrified at the 
yells of the men as they 
dashed on. broke and fled in 
every direction. We drove 
them in confusion 7 or 8 miles 
down the pike. We left on 
the field 9 of them killed. 
among them a captain and 
lieutenant. and about 15 too 
badly wounded for removal; 
in this lot. 2 lieutenants. \ 
We brought off 82 prisoners. 
many of these also wounded. ./'~~ ./J. 
I have since visited the scene ~~;;!! ~~" .... 
of the fight. The enemy sent 
up a flag of truce for their LIEUT. w. BEN PALMER, CO, E, 

dead and w'JUnded. but many Drawn from a painting taken during the war, 

of them being severely 
wounded. they established a hospital on the ground. The surgeon 
who attended them informs me that a great number of those who es
caped were wounded. 

The force of the enemy was 6 companies ofthe First Vermont Cav
alry. one of their oldest and best regiments. and prisoners informed me 
that they had every available man with them. There were certainly not 
less than 200; the prisoners say it was more than that. I had about 65 
men in this affair. In addition to the prisoners. we took all their arms. 
and about 100 horses and equipments. 

Privates Hart. Hurst. Keys. and Davis were wounded. The latter 
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CONFEDERATY REPORTS, ETC. 

in position. at the same time directing Captain Richards whenever 
the enemy had been dislodged by the sharpshooters and artillery. to 
charge across the river in order to effect their capture. The enemy 
were soon routed and Captain Richards charged over. but before. he 
could overtake them they had retreated across the canal. pulling up 
the bridge in their rear. My order had not. of course. contemplated 
gleir pursuit into their for
tifications. but the destruc
tion of the bridge was no 
obstacle to his impetuous 
valor. and hastily dismount
ing and throwing down a 
few planks on the sills. he 
charged across. under a 
heavy fire from a redoubt. 
The enemy fled panic
stricken. leaving in our 
possession their camp equi
page. etc. 

Captain Richards has on 
this. as well as on many 
other occasions. shown him
self worthy to wear the 
honor bestowed upon him 
by the Government when. 
disregarding the rule of 
seniority. it promoted him 
for valor and skill to the 

LIEUT. JOSEPH H. NELSON, CO. A. 
position whose duties he so Drawn from a Photograph taken lOOn after the War. 
ably discharges. 

On the morning of July 6. while still encamped near the Potomac. 
information was received that a considerable force of cavalry was at 
Leesburg. I immediately hastened to meet th{!m. At Leesbur~ I 
learned that they had gone toward Aldie. and I accordingly moved on 
the road to Ball's Mill in order to intercept them returning to their 
camp in Fairfax. which I succeeding in doing. meeting them at Mount 
Zion Church. and completely routing them. with a loss of about 80 of 
their officers and men left dead and severely wounded on the field. be
sides 57 prisoners. Their loss includes a captain and lieutenant killed 
and I lieutenant severely wounded; the major commanding and 2 lieu
tenants prisoners. We also secured all their horses. arms. etc. 

My loss was I killed and 6 wounded-none dangerously. 
After this affair the enemy never ventured. in two months after. the 

experiment of another raid through that portion of our district. 
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FEDERAL REPORTS, ETC. 

of 8 men familiar with the country. Second. The detachment in the 
order in which I have stated them. Third. Rear guard of one corpo
ral and 3 men. I proceeded up the Berryville turnpike road, avoiding 
Charlestown by passing around to the left, then followmg the turn
pike for about J2 miles. From this place, finding myself ahead of 
time, I turned my command off the turnpike by a road leading to the 
Martinsburg turnpike road for about one-half mile, where I rested for 
about 2 hours. I then resumed the march to the pomt indicated on 
the map furnished me by Colonel Pierce, where, turning to the left. I 

NORMAN v. RANDOLPH. CO. E, 

From a War-time Photograph. 

followed a country road, which 
soon took me to the houses of 
Mr. Castleman and hiS neighbor, 
Mr. De Rue, whose houses I 
a p p ro ac h e d unobserved and 
promptly surrounded at 11 a. m. 
The information relative to the 
wedding to come off at Mr. De
Rue's was incorrect. The youn~ 
lady whom report made the bnde 
of the occasion had gone to the 
blacksmith's shop at Myerstown. 
riding, as I was credibly informed, 
"an old black horse for the pur
pose of getting him shod to visit 
this place to-day," and from the 
uncomely appearance of her par
ents, the buildings and their sur
roundings, I think Miss Castleman 
will never be the bride of a Con
federate officer connected with 
the proud Early family. until their 
pride shall have been subdued by 

the whipping which awaits them and all other Southern traitors. Feel
ing somewhat foiled and desiring to accomplish some good befo re I 
returned, I concluded to advance to Snicker's Ferry,S miles beyond, 
where I learned that a small party had crossed the evening before en 
route for Lee's army. I returned by an obscure road, using all the 
skill I could command in ferreting out rebel hiding-places, frequently 
stopping my command to make excursions to the flanks with my 
scouts and advance party. When within 2 miles of Kabletown, I suc
ceeded in capturing 2 rebel soldiers at the house of Henry Castleman, 
respectively of the names of William Gibson and G. E. Cordell, Com
pany B. Twelfth Virgmia (rebel) Cavalry. I also captured 2 serviceable 
horses and equipments. which I shall turn over for the use of the cay-
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FEDERAL REPORTS, ETC. 

XXXI. 

Testimony of Capt . .!. C. Mann. Quartermaster First Division Ninetem/II 
Army Corps, before tlte Board of Inquiry. 

On receiving orders from chief quartermaster. I ordered the several 
trains to hitch up in readiness to ruov~ There were in the neighbor

hood o( 525 wagbns in the train to go for
ward. Tlfe advance left Harper's Ferry about 
10.30 a. m., August 12, and, from some reason 
unknown to me, the cavalry trains did not 
follow promptly. We marched until about 
II p. m. without feeding or watering men or 
animals. when we arrived at a small creek 
about one mile this side of Berryville. At 
that point Captain McGonnigle, acting chief 
quartermaster Middle Mililary Division. was 
present. and ordered the trains to be parked 
long enough to water the animals. and make 
coffee for the men. The Sixth Corps train 
parked on the right side of the road; the 
Nineteenth on the left; the Army of West 
Virginia. Eighth Army Corps. on the right of 
the Sixth Corps. I think; the Cavalry Corps to 
the rear of the place where the Sixth Corps 
had parked. and partially 011 the same ground. 
The train required about two and a half hours 
to pass a gh'cn point. The Sixth Corps train 
moved out between 12 and I a. m .. leaving. 
consequently. before the cavalry train arnved. 
They were followed by the Nineteenth Corps 
in regular order. and this followed by the 
train of the Army of West Virginia. When 
the train commenced moving General Kenly 
gave me the following orders. in presence of 
Captain :\IcGonnigle. chief quartermaster' .. I 

L1EUT.-COL. CASPER 
CROWNINSHIELD. 

2d Maslachusetts Cavalry. 

From a Photograph takeD 
when a Lieutenant. 

consider this the most dangerous point in 
the route. I desire you to remain herc. therefore. until every wagon 
has passed." When the wagons of the Army of West Virginia were 
moving out. my chief wagon-master reported to me that the cav
alry trains were unhooked, and feeding their stock. I immediately 
went to those trams, roused the officers in charge. ordcring them 
to hook up their teams and start immediately. telling them we were in 
dangcr of an attack. Upon passing among the trains. I discovered one 
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FEDERAL REPORTS, ETC. 

tained positive information that there is no force at either \Var
renton or Culpeper; that squads of 50 and 100 men frequent
ly come up on the railroad and pass through Culpeper on their way 
to join the main command in the Valley, and that a large force 
consisting of over 10.000 infantry and cavalry, passed through 
Warrenton about a week since. This is probably the force of which 
you have already been informed. The usual small parties of guerrillas 
werp. met with. The party captured and brought in 5 prisoners 

(2 soldiers and 3 citizens). 40 horses, I mule. 
horse equipments. and harness leather. A num
ber of rebel uniforms were found in a house near 
Warrenton and burned. A picket-post. consist
ing of a corporal and 3 men (near this camp) of 
the Sixteenth New York Cavalry. was attacked 
at 2 a. m. to-day by a party of mounted rebels; 4 
horses and 2 men were taken; I man badly 
wounded and the corporal escaped. Augustus 
Klock. a citizen living near Falls Church. was 
arrested by Mosby yesterday near Vienna, and 
was released this morning. He states that Mosby 

}. R. BEAL CO. D on releasing him told him to inform me that he 
(Mosby) had sent Major W. H. Forbes and Captain 

Manning. Second Massachusetts Cavalry. tothe penitentiary. in retalia
tion for the confinement of Jack Barnes and Phil Trammell. two of 
Mosby's men. Both were tried by a court-martial in Washington and 
sentenced to the Albany penitentiary. Barnes. 1 believe. was tried for 
violation of the oath of allegiance and stealing horses; Trammell for 
bemg a guerrilla. It has been ascertained quite positively that the 
person alluded to by you in your communicatIOn of August 24. as in the 
habit of visltmg a female in the vicmity of Vienna is not an officer. but 
a non-commissioned officer of the Second Massachusetts Cavalry. who 
was yesterday relieved and ordered to rejoin his regiment. 

Very respectfully. your obedient servant. 
H. M. LAZELLE. 

Col. S,xteentlt Nnu York Cavalry. Comdg. Cavalry Brigade. 

P. S.-I forgot to state that Colonel Gansevoort brings mformation 
that the rebels obtain their supplies by the way of Thornton's Gap 
and SperrYVille. The Warrenton route is used but little. 
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tures of valuable and necessary supplies, has rendered himself a person 
of considerable importance to the rebels. He sent to General Stuart 
some few days since, one hundred and three mules captured from the 
Union army, and for 
which the Quarter-
master paid him in 
rebel funds. $300 per 
head. 

Mosby's men. such 
as I have seen. are 

I intelligent beyond the 
average. and seem to 
revere their leader. 
who. to use their own 
words. can wear out 
any four of them by 
his labors. 

My fellow-prisoner 
and myseif have 
naught to complain 
of. save an unceremo
n i 0 u s disturbance 
from a sound sleep 
and a warm bed at a 
disagreeably ear I y 
hour in the morning. 
and a cold ride of 
some eighteen miles. 
To counterbalance 
this. we have the ap
parent prospect of a 
winter residence at 
one of the most fash
ionable cities of the 
So u t h - fair Rich-

JAMES J. WILLIAMSON, CO. A.. 

From a recent Phot"lJ'aph. 

mond-a privilege certainly denied to many eager thousands of the 
Union army. We are told that the Hold de LiMy, in its capacity. 
number of guests, and extent of reputation, exceeds any hotel in 
Richmond. and. it is added. that rooms there are prepared for us in ad
vance. What distinguished attention from entire strangers! Who, after 
this, can doubt Major Mosby's courtesy? 

Nothmg of interest transpired on the road from Auburn to White 
Plains, which, to use a bull. was not the road, but the fields and the 
woods. Arriving at this point. the !\fajor invited us into the residence 
of a gentleman residing in the vicinity. to whom we were formally in
troduced. and afterwards mvited to partake of a warm and bountiful 

Digitized by Coog Ie 































454 ~IOS11Y' S RANGERS. 

did and knew quite as little. We then started with some other 
prisoners they h:ld picked up, for Mosby's headquarters at Ashby's 
Gap, which we reached in the evening about seven o'clock. As 
nearly as I can remember, we were taken to the home of a man 
named Williams and were quartered in a cabin formerly used as 
negro quarters. We had just laid down on the floor, after eating 
a small piece of corn bread and an apple, the only food we had 
had for twenty-four hours, as we had nothing since we left camp the 
night before, when we were aroused by the entrance of two of 

J.UCIAN LOVE, CO. D. 
One of the six Mosby's Men killed at Front 

Royal by Custer's command. 

Mosby's men, who ordered us 
to get up. I, being 011 the 
right, was the first one ques
tioned as to my command, and 
replied that I belonged to the 
Second New York Cavalry, 
Custer's Division, and he said: 

"You are the man we want." 
Bennett was then asked the 

same question, and replied, 
.. I belong to the same com

mand:' 
He said: .. You are the two 

men we are after. Come on." 
We were taken down the 

lane to the road, where we 
found a party of Mosby's men 
with seven prisoners tied by a 
rope, one to the other, as con
victs are handled, two of whom 
were released, and Bennett and 
I were given their places. I 
asked what it meant, but re
ceived no reply except from 
one of the men tied with the 
rope, who motioned to me by 

drawing his hand across his throat, giving me to understand that we 
were to be hanged. 

I immediately asked to see the commanding officer. He or his 
representative asked me what I wanted. I demanded the cause for 
which we were to be executed. He replied that it was in retaliation 
for seven men executed by Custer, belonging to Mosby's command, 
some months previous. I told him that at the time that execution 
took place my regiment was not under General Custer. and that we 
had nothing whatever to do with it, being in a different part of 
the country. He said it made no difference; his orders were impera
tive. I then demanded to know why it was that a lieutenant of heavy 
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no resistance, and pursued you sharply to Millwood, some 7 or 8 miles 
from camp. 

In this dash John Feit, of Company K, captured one of your men, 
a short. thick-set fellow, with plenty of pluck. who had lost his horse 
and could not keep up with the procession any longer. On his way 
back to camp with the prisoner. Feit met the Adjutant of the First 
West Virginia Cavalry, on his 
way to the front, who said to I 

Feit, .. Is that one of Mosby's 
men?" Feit replied that he 
was. "You must not take 
any of them prisoners of 
war," said the Adjutant, and 
drawing his revolver, shot the 
prisoner dead. 1 Feit became 
infuriated and would have 
shot the Adjutant if he had 
had a load in his pistol or any 
ammunition to put in it. No 
braver or better soldier ever 
wore the blue than John Feit, 
and to this day he feels regret 
for the killing of that pris
oner. 

Captain Duff and Sergeant 
:McLaughlin of our Company 
still pursued about a mile be
yond Millwood and captured 

S. R. ARMSTRONG, CO. E. 

a prisoner and returned to camp with him about 6 o'clock that even
ing. He was a large, fine-looking man, with long, black, wavy hair. He 
claimed his home was in Richmond, and that his mother was a widow." 

The prisoner had not been in camp long till the West Virginia 
Cavalry found it out and demanded that he be turned over for execu
tion. Captain Duff said, .. No, gentlemen; I will turn him over to 
nobody but General Tibbitts, commander of the brigade." After the 
prisoner was given his supper he was taken to the General's head
quarters under a strong guard, as a prisoner of war. 

In the afternoon we retook most of our wagon train which had 
been captured in the earlier part of the day by your command. 

If our command (the Fourteenth Pennsylvania Cavalry) had a 
brush with Mosby's command at BerryVille, I cannot recall it, and I 
know I was not in it or I would remember something about it. 

I This young man who was killed wa.. T. A. CarpeDter, of Company E, Forty-third Batallion, 
Virginia Canlry. He is buried in the Stonewall Cemetery, at Winchester, Va. He was from 
Madison County, Va. 

• This captured prisoner"at Frank Angelo, of Company C. 
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XLII. 

Lisl oJ .. Mosby's Men" Confined in Room NO.2, Fori U7arren, Boston 
Harbor, ~[ass., Released June 13, 1865. 

H. G. Harris, of Bluefield, West Va., formerly of Company D, Forty
third Battalion, Virginia Cavalry, wrote as follows: 

I send you a list of the boys confined at Fort Warren, Boston 
Harbor; that is, in my 
room, No.2. There were 
six rooms, in which pris-
oners were kept, but 
)Iosby's Men were mostly 
in Rooms Nos. 1,2 and 3. 
I think alI in my room be
longed to our command. 
You know I was .captured 
the last' of October, 1864, 
and was sent direct to the 
Old Capitol Prison at 
Washington, D. C., which 
was a receiving prison. 
After a sufficient number 
were got together they 
were sent off to other pris- : 
ons. Mosby's Men were 'j 
considered too desperate' 
to be treated as ordinary' 
prisoners, so they were 
held until February 1st, 
when we were informed 
that we would be sent to 
Fort Warren. 

There was some talk of 

H. G. HARRIS, CO. D. 

an attempt to overpower the guards between Washington and Balti- r'" 
more and make our escape; so the next day when the guard marched { 
up, we saw that each soldier had a pair of handcuffs dangling from his 
belt, and like a lot of criminals in the prison yard of the Old Capitol 
we were handcuffed, two and two, and the chains were not taken off '/ 
until the second day after we were landed in the casemates at Fort 
·Warren. On the cars there was a guard on every other seat, and a 
squad at each end of the car. 

The only escape made while I was in prison was John Munson, from 
the Old CapItol; and the only death among our boys during the eight 
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advertence might at any moment bring hordes of the enemy down 
upon us. 

I suppose it was nearly bed-time, when we approached a house 
where Bush said that he could get some information that he wanted. 
While the rest of us remained with his horse under the shadows of 
the neighboring trees, he cautiously made his way to the rear of the 
dwelling. He soon returned with some biscuits and sandwiches, 
which we proceeded .. to put where they would do the most good," 
while he unloaded his budget of news. 

He had learned that the prize horse (which. by the way. I believe 
to this day was a pure myth. conjured up by him to allure us) had been 
sent to Washington that afternoon. But he had ascertained the loca
tion of the various camps in the neighborhood. with the names and 
numbers of the different regiments composing them. This was invalu
able knowledge to us. 

Furthermore. he informed us that there was a certain house near 
the Bi~ Falls of the Potomac which a number of Yankee officers from 
a neighboring camp were 
in the habit of visiting, 
the attraction being some 
very fascinating girls. 

There was some de
bate among us as to 
whether it was exactly 
the fair thing to break up 
so interesting a party. 
But the chance of carry
ing back with us some 
Yankee shoulder-straps. 
and possibly stars. not to 
speak of fine horses. over
-came our scruples. and 
we determined to put in 
an appearance there dur
ing the evening. even at 
the risk of being regarded 
as intruders. 

This house. however, 
was several miles away. 
and the road to it not 
altogether as safe and THORNTON V. LEACH. CO. F 
open to travelers as it is 
to-day. Nor did we go very far before our adventures began. It was 
now considerably past midnight. and. from the fact that we had been 
riding for some time within sound of the roar of the Big Falls I judged 
that we were nearing our destination. 
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the nag. Charley won, a result which some of us had reason to regret 
before we reached home. 

By dark we had gotten well beyond the picket lines and into a sec
tion of country with which we all were more or less familiar. Here the 
prisoner was paroled and turned loose, and McDonough took posses
sion of his hard earned 
asset. Here, too, U n
derwood and Tram
mell went off on some 
affair of their own, 
leaving the rest of us 
to make our way 
home. 

\Ve came out upon 
the Little River turn
pike about five miles 
below Aldie; and as 
our horses' feet struck 
the paved road we felt 
that we were indeed 
.. almost home." But 
when we stopped at a 
house on the roadside 
to get a drink of water, 
we noticed consider
able restraint, to say 
the least, in the man
ner of the good lady, 
who was generally re
joiced to see Mosby's 
~fen. A few inquiries 
developed the fact 
that she mistook us 

JOHN H. ALEXANDER AND HUGH T. WATERS, CO. A. 
From a PhotOKJ"'ph takeD during the War.' 

for Yankees, a large body of whom, she informed us, had gone up the 
road that afternoon. 

This news brought a change over our spirits and put us' again on 
the qui'lli'lle. The night was very dark and a high win was blowing. 
This made marching on a road upon which we were liable at any time 
to meet the enemy returning, decidedly dangerous, but we were 
dead homesick and determined to risk it. 

Sinnott and I rode about a hundred yards in advance of Charley 
and Hugh with the led horse; and in order that they might have a 

I .. What seems to be aD exuberance of Itomach in this picture Is aD inordinate wealth of uni. 
form-blockade goods purchased .. ith lome of the proceeds of the Greenback Raid. You may 
also recognize the tobacco pouches (gifta of ouz Iweethearts), which we usually carried slung to a 
buttonhole in front."-J. H. A. 
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better chance to escape in case of trouble, we carried our revolvers in 
our hands, ready co:ked, and it was understood that we should fire in
continently into anything we met. 

We had ridden in this order more than a mile, and Sinnott and 
myself, riding closely side by side, had descended into a little vale, 
where the darkness could almost be felt. Suddenly our horses 
stopped. Straining our looks forward, we distinguished the forms of 
men and horses, just in front of us. Our horses and theirs had been 
stopped by touching noses. 

Like a flash it came to me that they might be some of our own 
men, scouting; and instinctively I hailed them. But Sinnott, more 

SERGEANT-MAJOR GUY BROADWATER. 

obedient to instruc
tions, fired; and the 
response to my chal
lenge was a groan, as 
the man opposite him 
fell to the ground. It 
was no time now for 
the amenities of war; 
the echo to the groan 
was the report of my 
pistol, and down went 
my vis-a-vis. 

As we turned our 
horses, Pandemonium 
broke loose. The flash
ings of pistols th rewa 
weird light on the scene, 
while the sounds of the 
arms and the shouts of 
the men and the clatter
ing of horses' hoofs, 
.. made night hideous." 
I fired back once or 
twice as I ran, but found 
that my shots only be

trayed my whereabouts, and drew the enemy's fire upon me. So I 
addressed all my energies to getting away from there. 

When I came up to Charley he was dismounted in the road; and 
my horse striking Hugh's just as he was turning, laid him and his 
rider sprawling by the wayside. That was the last I saw of any of my 
companions that night. As I subsequently learned, their experiences 
were as follows: 

McDonough had been riding the captured horse, to rest his own, 
and when the firing commenced he jumped down to change to his 
more reliable nag. Before he could mount, the enemy was upon him. 
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He had been outlawed by the Federal authorities for some desperate 
<leed, and to him, capture meant certain death. But with wonderful 
presence of mind he lay flat in the road, with pistol cocked and hand 
on trigger, ready to deliver that last shot which he always reserved for 
his own heart as the final alter-
native to capture. Poor fel
low! before many months the 
awful emergency came, and 
he unfalteringly fired that 
fatal shot. 

But that night he was 
spared, by the narrowest 
shave. The Yankees rode 
past him-one of them whose 
horse stumbled over him re
marking that .. there was one 
<lamned rebel they had killed." 
At the first opportunity he 
Tolled out of their way and 
hied off into the darkness. 

When Waters was dis
mounted in my unfortunate 
eolIision with him, he, too, 
erept out of the road, as the 
Federals came charging up, 
and lay quietly in the fence 
eorneruntil they had gone by. 
Then he arose and made for JOHN A. LLEWELLYN, CO. D. 

the Bun Run Mountains. 
Their horses followed Sinnott down the pike and found a safe harbor 

in some citizen's close, until they were reclaimed. 
1 turned off the pike, and, coming to some convenient thickets, 

spent the residue of the night there. With morning light I made my 
-way back to Mosby's Confederacy. 

In the course of the afternoon I cleaned up, donned my .. best 
blockade goods" and rode over to Mollie L.'s to seek in her gracious 
presence refreshment from my hardships. 

Imagine my surprise at finding Hugh Waters already there, en
sconced in the best arm chair, playing invalid over some bruises and 
scratches which he had incurred in his fall of the night before. But 
so far from their being a source of discomfort to him, the scamp was 
supremely blest in the gentle ministration which they were evoking 
from" Our Mutual Sweetheart." 

He was evidently master of the situation; and .. the subsequent 
proceedmgs interested me no more." 

Digitized by Coog Ie 



MAP OF .'AUQUIER COUNTY, VIRGINIA, 

Digitized by Coogle 







A E. IX. 
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ptaiD, ilIiL.. R. S h ( ed). hird eute t, ert y. 
" Adolphus E. Richards (promoted). First Sergeant, Horace Johnson. 

obe . W er. 
First Lieutenant, Franklin W,lhams. 

nd • uten • Albe t W n. 

an, lrf, 
Alexander, Doctor, 
Al and r John 

xand Sa I, 
Anderson. Ed., 

by, nry 
Barber, Shee, 
Belvin, W. D., 
Ben, J., 
BoweD, Fred F., 
B en, mes, 
Brown, 0, 
Browning, Lafayette, 
B nin Tho E. 
Buckner, Richard P., 
C ppal ,J. die (kih I, 

C w,J A., 
Colston, William E. (killed), 
C for .M haU 
Crawford, Robert, 

en, nn' 
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Embrey, - (killed), 
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Ed onds John C , 
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KenDedv, W. H 
Ke art, • R., 
Kerrick, John R. 
Kin Th as, 
I.egg, James L., 
Me nal am, 
Marchant, John A., 
Ma adu ,M 
Menefee, H. S., 
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Mu_,Jo , 
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0' .] D. 
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REUNIONS 

Of til Ballalion Virg 

Nearly thirty e disbanding 0 

alion Virginia Salem. the hap 
few of the old ve a reunion of 
f the old com rranging some 

following circular was sent out: 

495 

hird Bat
curred to 

remnant 
aries the 

Leesburg, Va., Dec. 22, 1894. 
DEAR SIR: There will be a Reunion of .. MOSBY'S COM~IAND" 

at Alexandria. Va., on Wednesday, January 16th, 1895. COLONEL 
MOSBY and other officers wiII be present. and we have assurances of a 
lar~e attendance of our old companions in arms. I ask that you will 
indIcate to me promptly your determination to attend. 

It is· propos the occasion 
m .. and exercis ake it thorough 

ense of this is be about $3.00 
robable that so 0 be present 
ontribute to th u are at libert 
ribution as yo We insist, 
ot let your ina ute at all, depri 

ct at 6 p. 
The ex

t as it is 
e able to 
your con

you will 
easure of 

your presence there. 
Remittances may be sent to me or to Mr. John G. Beckham, 

Ale3:andria, Va. 
Yours truly, 

JNO.H.ALEXANDER. 

In response to this call there was a gathering of the old veterans 
t Odd Fellows s street, Alexan e 16th of 
anuary, 1895. nclement weat e present 
bout 150 old c ng them many r officers 
f the Battalion. 

At a meetin afternoon it 0 form a 
ermanent orga known as the by Camp. 

,Confederate Veterans." and ~he following officers were selected: . 
Commander, JOHN S. MOSBY. 
First Lieutenant-Commander, JOHN H. ALEXANDER. 
Second Lieutenant-Commander. JAMES WM. FOSTER. 
Third Lieutenant-Commander. FOUNTAIN BEATTIE. 
Adjutant, WILLIAM H. MOSBY. 
Sergeant-Ma er. J OH!'I G. BE 
Chaplain, SA MAN. 
Surgeon, Dr. 
Quartermast URBERVILLE. 
Executive C V. HAMMOND, TER, JR .. 

. F. FAULKNER t:NT. 
The first regular meeting was arranged to be held on the second 
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"A resolution was passed to start a subscription fund to erect a 
monument to those of Mosby's Men who were murdered by Custer's 
command at Front Royal. 

Another resolution was passed. that as Miss Winnie Davis was 
known as .. th he Confederac e Mosby be 
chosen by the Daughter of M 

It was deci next reunion a 
The Comm above-named, 

could contrib mfort and enj 
The generous p community h 
repast. which furnished an abundance for all. 

p p 

racy." 
a. 
done which 
se present. 

bountiful 

Mosby and his men are dear to the people of Fauquier. and on 
this occasion they gave evidence of the sincerity of their affection for 
them in the warm greeting extended to the survivors of that gallant 
band. 

There wer 
the event in 
indeed a happ 

f eremonies. but 11 
t pleasing to th 

Iff ee to en joy 
he day was 
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Broadwater, Guy, rn. 233-
Brook., Frank '71. 
Brown, Capt.~. H., '37, 238. 
BrowD, George. 221. 

Brown, Capt. Harvey. 77. 
Brown, I •. , .. S. 
Brtlwn I C ,in!!:. 2~t 
Bryan, J""eph. 340.1<>11. 
Brynndc, Lieut., I,S', 
BuebM"", Chari .. , d. 
lluthn~n, Capt. Evon !If •. JU3. 
Ruck,Dr. R. C .. '4'. 
Huckner, Richanl 33" 
lIull Run, .he old ~ul.6<1d, 177. 
lIull Run M~lInt.in .. I!, 76 et .. q.; 83; Prison 

Camp. at l 8S; BO, ,.'9, J 11 ,218, .50, 3'7 et oeq. 
Hunker Hil, 260.> 4'!. 
llurk., Thom 1' .. t!.j, '45, 
lIut\,. , Suulc nj 93, .o~. "''';, 269, '70. 
Hum., Lieut, ~ ieh.d., t~. 
Burnl Chin~ney, 30 .. 
HurtnlCle, l';a,pt, 1>. Henry, 265. 266, 267. JU, 

312. 
Bushwhacken, 2 •• 

Company C.-organized. tiS. ISO, 174. 175. J77. 
184. 213. "3. 22"', 269. 310, 339. 

California Battalion, 100, 101, 142, 146, 157. 
Call for Meeting of CommaDd, 337, 
Calven, George, 16,. 
Camping Out, '7' et seq. 
Carlisle, D. Grafton. 187,304. 
Carrington, Luther, .85. 
Carter, -, 24c;a, 242. 
Caner, Lieut. B. Frank, Lieut. Co. H, 363: 

Arundel., 36Z, ]68. 
Carter: Malor Richard H" '$B. 
Carter s Run, 91, 92. 
Cutlemanl10hn, 155. 
Castleman s Ferry. IS2, 192,:102, stJ2, 213. 28t, 

c!.kit·. Station, 64 et seq.; 155. 
Cedar Mountain, 17. 
Centre\'i1Ie, 35 et soq ; 86 .• 70. 
Certificates of Membership, lOS. 
Chancellor. James, 285. 
Chantilly, SO et oeq.; 99. 
Chapman, Gen. Geo, H., .34 et seq.; 38., )83; 

Interview etc., 184 et 5eQ. 

Chapman, Capt. Samuel F., Mi.kel'., 55, 56.57; 
Catlett'. Station. ~ et seq.; 141, 146, J~7' t6Q, 
111.4.195; Capt. Co. E, IQ7; .'3, 2'4; Chester 
Gap, 239 e~ .eq.;..641.~7.8, 373L395, 4'7,418. 

Chapman, Lieut.-\;ol. wlUlam H •. 10:3, lOS. JlI, 
JlS, 116, 121. 133. 135. 136, 141, 143, 145. 146, 
162, 115, 192, 193; BerryVIlle, 208, 209; 213 et 
seq.: 223, 224. 235 ct seq.; 25S, 264. 277, 283, 
309· 31G, 311, 325. 326; Lieut.-Col., 327; 329. 
33Q, F7. lZ8. 3801.~8', 395· 3¢, 404, 413,_ 416, 
417; In l\hskel ~,ght, 463; How He Saved 
Hoston Corbett, ... f~ et seq. 

Chappalear1 J. Pendleton, 145. 
Chappalear 5, 3,r. 
Ch.arlestown, 178 et seq.; 202, 2<)8. 341, 3~, 41., 

417, 418 42~· 
Chener, Perley C. J., 49. 
Cheek. Ford, rQ8, '99, '56, .65' 
CheSler Gap, 239 et seq.; 2&}. 316. 
Chew, lohn A., ISO, 358. 
Chew, }{obert, 380. 
ChipmanLCol. N. P., .rr. 
Citizens, Kunning on Railroad, 272 et seq. 
Citizens, Arrested and Imprisoned, 60; put on 

Trains to Deter Mosby from Throwing them 
off the Track, 272 et seq.; Arrested. and 1m ... 
prisoned. '<jB, 4'7. 

Clendenin. L,eut.-Cpl. David R., 186.200. 3.8, 
.. 13', 333. 335. 336, 448. 

Close of the Year 1863, n6, 117. 
Claoe of the Year 1864, 338. 

Cobbler Mountains, 066, .68. 
Cocke, Wm. F' J 331. 
Coiner John W., 138. 
Cole, Col. Henry A •• 128, '~9. 
Cole, Lieut., 307, ]08, ]09. 
Coleman, Cleveland, 3It, 312. 
Coleman, John, 73. 
Cole's Battalion, 118: AttaCK on Camp, 124 et 

seq.; Raid throuch Loudoun, 137 et seq.; 249: 
Attack on Camp'.4~o, 411. 

ColstoD, Wm. E.1l<iUed, 121et oeq. 
Compoon, Capt. Hartwell B .• 236. 
Confederate Rt;pOrb, etc., 401. 
Conger, Major E. J .• 101. 
Conway, Lieut., 152. 
Coon's Mm, III. 
Corbin, Sergt. John W., 123, 135, 359. 
Corcoran, Geh. ltotichael, 99. 
Comwen, John, ,1)6, et seq. 
Couch. Gen. D. N., ••. 
CowIe., A. E., 446. 
Coyle, --, 155. 
Craig, Sam., ~S7. 
Crawford, J. ManhaU, 353· 
Crook, GeD. George, 19". 203. 
Crook's Ambulance Train, 723, 230. 
Cro .. ninshield, Lieut.-CoL Casper,)06,]H, 3230 

C~Run'31. 
Culpeper, 34, 45,73, 83. 1114. )09. 
CunmnglulmJ G., 141, 199·. 
Currie! Col. Leonard D. H, •• 83, 
Currie. Brigade, .81. 
CUllter: Gen. (jeo. A., 215. 242,290,293, 3t4. 
Cusler s Cavalry, 288 et aeq. 

Company D.-Ofltanized, '$4; 184. 18~, 194-
Adamstown. 108 at seq: 208, 1111, 26Q, -,It 
299, 300; Hamilton, 156, 357. 366 et aeq. 

DahlgrenbCol. Ulric, 79. 
Danlen, ennis. 285. 
Davis, -. of Kentucky, S4t 403· 
Davis, Edgar, 285. 287 
Davis, Col.). Mans6eld, ,6. 
Dayi., Wilham, 188. 
Davis, " Yankee, n no. 111, 336. 
Dean, Capt, 71. 
Dear, Charles H., 166, 167; Greenback Raid, 

260 "t seq.; 34", 353. 369· 
Dear, H. C., ;l68,]69. 
Dear, J. Williamjl353, 368, 360. 
De But .. , John ., 57, 159, 160. 
De Forest, Col.\.59-
Destruction of t"nvate Property, 172,173, 1741 

,<}t, 316 et oeq. 
DeYln, Gen. Thomas C., 31'1' 
Devine, Willi.m 159. 
Dickson, J ahn T., capture Gen. Duffie. ASI 

et seq. 
Difficult Run,s" 
Disbanding of Mooby's Men at Salem, 393 et 

ni::tneries 1,,2. 
Downey's Still House, IS', 360. 
Drake, Capt, 215. 
Dranes\·ille, 51 et seq.: 1<42.146,147,427, 
Draper, Lieut., 143, 344,349, 
Drawing 10", .1i8 et seq. 
nrummer Boy. 2QI. 
Duche.ne, Capt. S. P., 58, 59. 
DuR, Capt. D. K., 346,347, 349, 459, 460. 
Duffie, Gen. Alfred N., '92; captured •• 81 et 

D~ffi'~ld Station, 178 et seq.; 260, '64, 4'4· 
Dulany, Col., 94, 406. 
Dulany, Frehch, Q4. 
Dulany Henry .84· 
Dunn, Dr. w. L., 108; Mt. Zion, 188, aSo . 
lIurland Major ('oe, 260, .8 •. 
Dwyer, lieut. Philip, 212. 
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